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(iii) Notify the responsible officer of 
the surface managing agency of deter-
minations under (c)(13) (i) and (ii) of 
this section. 

[47 FR 33179, July 30, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 48 FR 41589, 41590, Sept. 16, 1983]

Subpart 3481—General Provisions

§ 3481.1 General obligations of the op-
erator/lessee. 

(a) The operator/lessee shall conduct 
exploration activities, reclamation, 
and abandonment of exploration oper-
ations for Federal coal pursuant to the 
performance standards of the rules of 
this part, applicable requirements of 30 
CFR 815.15 (OSM permanent perform-
ance standards for coal exploration) or 
an approved State program, any Fed-
eral lease or license terms and/or con-
ditions, the requirements of the ap-
proved exploration plan, and orders 
issued by the authorized officer. 

(b) The operator/lessee shall conduct 
surface and underground coal mining 
operations involving development, pro-
duction, resource recovery and protec-
tion, and preparation and handling of 
coal in accordance with the rules of 
this part, terms and conditions of the 
Federal leases or licenses, the approved 
resource recovery and protection plan, 
and any orders issued by the author-
ized officer. 

(c) The operator/lessee shall prevent 
wasting of coal and other resources 
during exploration, development, and 
production and shall adequately pro-
tect the recoverable coal reserves and 
other resources upon abandonment. 

(d) The operator/lessee shall imme-
diately report to the authorized officer 
any conditions or accidents causing se-
vere injury or loss of life that could af-
fect mining operations conducted 
under the resource recovery and pro-
tection plan or threaten significant 
loss of recoverable coal reserves or 
damage to the mine, the lands, or other 
resources, including, but not limited 
to, fires, bumps, squeezes, highwall 
caving, landslides, inundation of mine 
with water, and gas outbursts, includ-
ing corrective action initiated or rec-
ommended. Within 30 days after such 
accident, the operator/lessee shall sub-
mit a detailed report of damage caused 

by such accident and of the corrective 
action taken. 

(e) The principal point of contact for 
the operator/lessee with respect to any 
requirement of the rules of this part 
shall be the authorized officer. All re-
ports, plans, or other information re-
quired by the rules of this part shall be 
submitted to the authorized officer. 

(f) The operator/lessee shall provide 
the authorized officer free access to the 
Federal premises. 

[47 FR 33179, July 30, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 48 FR 41589, 41590, Sept. 16, 1983]

§ 3481.2 Procedures and public partici-
pation. 

(a) Written findings. All major deci-
sions and determinations of the State 
Director and District Manager shall be 
in writing; shall set forth with reason-
able detail the facts and rationale upon 
which such decisions or determinations 
are based; and shall be available for 
public inspection, pursuant to § 3481.3 
of this title, during normal business 
hours at the appropriate office. 

(b) Logical mining units (LMU’s)—(1) 
Availability of LMU proposals. Applica-
tions for the approval of an LMU or 
modification thereto submitted under 
§ 3487.1 of this title, or a proposal by 
the authorized officer to establish an 
LMU, shall be available for public in-
spection, pursuant to § 3481.3 of this 
title, in the office of the authorized of-
ficer. A notice of the availability of 
any proposed LMU or modification 
thereto shall be prepared immediately 
by the authorized officer, promptly 
posted at his office, and mailed to the 
surface and coal owners, if other than 
the United States; appropriate State 
and Federal Agencies; and the clerk or 
other appropriate officer of the county 
in which the proposed LMU is located. 
The notice will be posted or published 
in accordance with the procedures of 
such offices. The notice shall be sub-
mitted by the authorized officer to a 
local newspaper of general circulation 
in the locality of the proposed LMU for 
publication at least once a week for 2 
weeks consecutively. 

(2) Notice of proposed decision. Prior to 
the final approval or establishment of 
any LMU, the authorized officer shall 
have the proposed decision published in 
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