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§3504.65 What happens to my bond if I
do not meet my permit or lease obli-
gations?

BLM will demand payment from your
bond to cover any obligations on which
you default. Your bond will be reduced
accordingly. If the surety makes a pay-
ment, we will reduce the face amount
of the surety bond and the surety’s li-
ability by the amount of the payment.

§3504.66 Must I restore my bond to
the full amount if payment has been
made from my bond?

Yes. After any default, BLM will no-
tify you of the amount you must pay to
restore your bond. We will give you no
more than six months to post a new
bond or increase the existing bond to
its pre-default level. You may elect to
file separate or substitute bonds for
each permit or lease. If you do not re-
place your bond, BLM may take action
to cancel the leases or permits covered
by the bond.

§3504.70 When will BLM terminate the
period of liability of my bond?

BLM may terminate the period of li-
ability for any bond only when you
have filed an acceptable replacement
bond or when you have met all your
permit or lease terms and conditions.

§3504.71 When will BLM release my
bond?

(a) BLM will release your bond when
we have determined, after the passage
of a reasonable period of time, that you
have done the following:

(1) Paid all royalties, rentals, pen-
alties, and assessments;

(2) Satisfied all permit or lease obli-
gations;

(3) Reclaimed the site; and

(4) Taken effective measures to en-
sure that the mineral prospecting or
development activities will not ad-
versely affect surface or subsurface re-
sources.

(b) If you assign your lease or permit,
BLM will release your bond after we
determine that you met the require-
ments of paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of
this section. Also, your assignee must
provide an acceptable bond or other
surety.

§3505.13

Subpart 3505—Prospecting Permits

§3505.10 What is a prospecting per-
mit?

(a) A prospecting permit gives you
the exclusive right to prospect on and
explore lands available for leasing
under this part to determine if a valu-
able deposit exists of:

(1) Phosphate;

(2) Sodium;

(3) Potassium;

(4) Sulphur;

(5) Gilsonite; or

(6) A hardrock mineral.

(b) Prospecting permits are not avail-
able for asphalt.

(c) You may remove only material
needed to demonstrate the existence of
a valuable mineral deposit.

§3505.11 Do I need a prospecting per-
mit to collect mineral specimens for
non-commercial purposes?

No. You may collect mineral speci-
mens for hobby, recreation, scientific,
research or similar purposes without a
prospecting permit. However, the sur-
face management agency may require
a use permit. BLM’s regulations for
collecting mineral specimens are at
part 8365 of this title.

APPLYING FOR PROSPECTING PERMITS

§3505.12 How do I
prospecting permit?

obtain a

Deliver three copies of the BLM ap-
plication form to the BLM office with
jurisdiction over the lands you are in-
terested in. Include the filing fee and
first year’s rental with your applica-
tion. See subpart 3504 of this part.

§3505.13 What must my application in-
clude?

Your application must be legible and
dated. It must contain your or your
agent’s original signature. It must also
include:

(a) Your name and address;

(b) A statement of your qualifica-
tions and holdings (see subpart 3502 of
this part);

(c) A complete and accurate land de-
scription (see subpart 3503 of this part);

(d) Three copies of any maps needed
to accompany the description; and
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§3505.15

(e) The name of all the commodities
for which you are applying.

§3505.15 Is there an acreage limit for
my application?

The acreage in your application must
not exceed the maximum allowed for
the permit. See §3503.37 of this part for
the acreage limits applicable for the
different minerals. BLM will not issue
a permit if it causes you to exceed the
limits shown in the table in that sec-
tion.

§3505.25 How does BLM prioritize ap-
plications for prospecting permits?

BLM will prioritize applications
based on the time of filing. If more
than one application is filed at the
same time for the same commodity on
the same lands, we will hold a public
drawing in accordance with subpart
1821 of this title to determine priority.

§3505.30 May I amend or change my
application after I file it?

Yes. However, if your amendment
adds lands, we will assign priority to
those added lands from the date you
filed the amended application. You
must send the rental for the added
lands with your amended application.
You do not need to submit additional
filing fees.

§3505.31 May I withdraw my applica-
tion after I file it?

Yes. Just send us a written request.
If you withdraw your application in
whole or in part before BLM signs the
permit, we will refund the cor-
responding proportionate share of your
rental payment. BLM will retain the
filing fee.

§3505.40 After submitting my applica-
tion, do I need to submit anything
else?

Yes. After we initially review your
permit application, but before we issue
the prospecting permit, we will require
you to submit three copies of an explo-
ration plan under §3505.45 of this part.
You must also submit a bond. See 43
CFR part 3504, especially 43 CFR
3504.50, for information on bonds.

43 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-02 Edition)

§3505.45 What is an exploration plan?

An exploration plan shows how you
intend to determine the existence and
workability of a valuable deposit. Your
exploration plan must include as much
of the following information as pos-
sible:

(a) The names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of persons responsible
for operations under your plan and to
whom BLM will deliver notices and or-
ders;

(b) A brief description of the environ-
ment your plan may affect. Focus on
the affected geologic, water and other
physical factors, and the distribution
and abundance of vegetation and habi-
tat of fish and wildlife, particularly
threatened and endangered species. In-
clude maps with your descriptions, and
discuss the present land use in and ad-
jacent to the area;

(¢) A narrative description showing:

(1) The method of exploration and
types of equipment you will use;

(2) The measures you will take to
prevent or control fire, soil erosion,
pollution of surface and ground water,
pollution of air, damage to fish and
wildlife or their habitat, damage to
other natural resources, and hazards to
public health and safety, including spe-
cific actions necessary to meet all ap-
plicable laws and regulations;

(3) The method for plugging drill
holes; and

(4) The measures you will take to re-
claim the land, including:

(i) A reclamation schedule;

(ii) The method of grading, back-
filling, soil stabilization, compacting
and contouring;

(iii) The method of soil preparation
and fertilizer application;

(iv) The type and mixture of shrubs,
trees, grasses, forbs or other vegetation
you will plant; and

(v) The method of planting, including
approximate quantity and spacing;

(d) The estimated timetable for each
phase of the work and for final comple-
tion of the program;

(e) Suitable topographic maps or aer-
ial photographs showing existing bod-
ies of surface water, topographic, cul-
tural and drainage features, and the
proposed location of drill holes, trench-
es and roads; and

656



