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operating conditions remain un-
changed, the information need not be 
resubmitted.

INSPECTION FOR CERTIFICATION

§ 169.220 General. 
(a) An inspection is required before 

the issuance of a certificate of inspec-
tion. 

(b) An inspection for certification is 
not made until after receipt of the in-
formation required in § 169.205(a) of this 
subchapter.

§ 169.221 Initial inspection for certifi-
cation. 

(a) The initial inspection includes an 
inspection of the hull structure, yards, 
masts, spars, rigging, sails, machinery, 
and equipment, including unfired pres-
sure vessels. 

(b) The initial inspection of a vessel 
being newly constructed or converted 
normally consists of a series of inspec-
tions during the construction or con-
version. 

(c) The inspection ensures that the 
vessel and its equipment comply with 
the regulations in this subchapter to 
the extent they are applicable to the 
vessel being inspected, and are in ac-
cordance with approved plans. The in-
spection also ensures that the mate-
rials, workmanship and condition of all 
parts of the vessel and its machinery 
and equipment are in all respects satis-
factory for the service intended, and 
that the vessel is in possession of a 
valid certificate issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission, if re-
quired. 

(d) Before construction is started, the 
owner, operator, or builder must de-
velop plans indicating the proposed ar-
rangement and construction of the ves-
sel. This list of plans to be developed 
and the required disposition of these 
plans are set forth in § 169.305.

§ 169.222 Scope of inspection for cer-
tification. 

Items normally included in an In-
spection for Certification are: 

(a) Structure. 
(b) Watertight integrity. 
(c) Pressure vessels and appur-

tenances. 
(d) Piping. 

(e) Auxiliary machinery. 
(f) Steering apparatus. 
(g) Electrical installations. 
(h) Lifesaving appliances. 
(i) Navigation equipment. 
(j) Fire detecting and extinguishing 

systems. 
(k) Pollution prevention equipment. 
(l) Sanitary conditions. 
(m) Fire hazards. 
(n) Verification of valid certificates 

issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

(o) Lights and signals required by 
navigation rules. 

(p) Bilge and ballast systems. 
(q) Rigging, yards, masts, spars, and 

sails.

§ 169.223 Subsequent inspections for 
certification. 

An inspection for renewal of a certifi-
cate of inspection includes an inspec-
tion of the structure, machinery, 
yards, spars, masts, rigging, sails, and 
equipment. The inspection ensures that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition, 
fit for the service intended and com-
plies with the applicable regulations in 
this subchapter.

REINSPECTION

§ 169.225 Annual inspection. 

(a) Your vessel must undergo an an-
nual inspection within 3 months before 
or after each anniversary date, except 
as specified in § 169.226. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection to 
schedule an inspection at a time and 
place which he or she approves. No 
written application is required. 

(c) The scope of the annual inspec-
tion is the same as the inspection for 
certification as specified in § 169.222 but 
in less detail unless the cognizant ma-
rine inspector finds deficiencies or de-
termines that a major change has oc-
curred since the last inspection. If defi-
ciencies are found or a major change to 
the vessel has occurred, the marine in-
spector will conduct an inspection 
more detailed in scope to ensure that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition 
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the annual 
inspection, the marine inspector will 
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endorse your current Certificate of In-
spection. 

(d) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6507, Feb. 9, 2000]

§ 169.226 Periodic inspection. 
(a) Your vessel must undergo a peri-

odic inspection within 3 months before 
or after the second or third anniver-
sary of the date of your vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection. This periodic in-
spection will take the place of an an-
nual inspection. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection to 
schedule an inspection at a time and 
place which he or she approves. No 
written application is required. 

(c) The scope of the periodic inspec-
tion is the same as that for the inspec-
tion for certification, as specified in 
§ 169.222. The Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection will insure that the vessel is 
in satisfactory condition and fit for the 
service for which it is intended. If your 
vessel passes the periodic inspection, 
the marine inspector will endorse your 
current Certificate of Inspection. 

(d) If the periodic inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6507, Feb. 9, 2000]

§ 169.227 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual and periodic inspections within 
the periods specified in §§ 169.225 and 

169.226 respectively and your Certifi-
cate of Inspection must be endorsed. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6507, Feb. 9, 2000]

DRYDOCKING OR HAULING OUT

§ 169.229 Drydock examination, inter-
nal structural examination, and un-
derwater survey intervals. 

(a) Except as provided for in para-
graphs (b) through (e) of this section, 
each vessel must undergo drydock and 
internal structural examinations as 
follows: 

(1) If your vessel operates in salt-
water, it must undergo two drydock ex-
aminations and two internal structural 
examinations within any 5-year period 
unless it has been approved to undergo 
an underwater survey (UWILD) under 
§ 169.230 of this part. No more than 3 
years may elapse between any two ex-
aminations. 

(2) If your vessel operated in fresh 
water at least 50 percent of the time 
since your last drydocking, it must un-
dergo a dry dock and internal struc-
tural examination at intervals not to 
exceed 5 years unless it has been ap-
proved to undergo an underwater sur-
vey (UWILD) under § 169.230 of this 
part. 

(b) Vessels with wooden hulls must 
undergo two drydock and two internal 
structural examinations within any 
five year period regardless of the type 
of water in which they operate. No 
more than three years may elapse be-
tween any two examinations. 

(c) If, during an internal structural 
examination damage or deterioration 
to the hull plating or structural mem-
bers is discovered, the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, may re-
quire the vessel to be drydocked or oth-
erwise taken out of service to further 
assess the extent of the damage and to 
effect permanent repairs. 

(d) Each vessel which has not met 
with the applicable examination sched-
ules in paragraphs (a) through (c) of 
this section because it is on a voyage, 
must undergo the required examina-
tions upon completion of the voyage. 
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