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The inspection shall be such as to in-
sure that the vessel, as regards the 
structure, boilers, and other pressure 
vessels and their appurtenances, pip-
ing, main and auxilliary machinery, 
electrical installations, life-saving ap-
pliances, fire detecting and extin-
guishing equipment, pilot boarding 
equipment, pollution prevention equip-
ment, and other equipment, is in satis-
factory condition and fit for the service 
for which it is intended, and that it 
complies with the applicable regula-
tions for such vessel, and determine 
that the vessel is in possession of a 
valid certificate issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission, if re-
quired. The lights, means of making 
sound signals, and distress signals car-
ried by the vessel shall also be subject 
to the above-mentioned inspection for 
the purpose of ensuring that they com-
ply with the requirements of the appli-
cable statutes and regulations. 

(b) When equipment other than sci-
entific equipment is installed which is 
not required by the applicable regula-
tions in this subchapter, that equip-
ment shall be inspected and tested as 
may be required for such equipment by 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, to assure safety. 

(1) Scientific equipment and their 
electrical or pressure connection to the 
ship’s supply and laboratories may be 
checked to ascertain that they are 
maintained free of hazards. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–82, 33 FR 18911, Dec. 18, 
1968; CGD 71–161R, 37 FR 28263, Dec. 21, 1972; 
CGD 82–036, 48 FR 655, Jan. 6, 1983; CGD 79–
032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984; CGD 95–012, 60 
FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 FR 50120, Sept. 28, 
1995]

§ 189.25–15 Lifesaving equipment. 
For inspection procedures of life-

saving appliances and arrangements, 
see subchapter W (Lifesaving Appli-
ances and Arrangements) of this chap-
ter. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25312, May 20, 1996]

§ 189.25–20 Fire-extinguishing equip-
ment. 

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation, periodic inspection, and at such 
other times as considered necessary 
the inspector shall determine that all 

fire-extinguishing equipment is in suit-
able condition and he may require such 
tests as are considered necessary to de-
termine the condition of the equip-
ment. The inspector shall determine if 
the tests and inspections required by 
§ 196.15–60 of this subchapter have been 
conducted. At each inspection for cer-
tification and periodic inspection the 
inspector shall conduct the following 
tests and inspections of fire-extin-
guishing equipment: 

(1) All hand portable fire extin-
guishers and semiportable fire-extin-
guishing systems shall be checked as 
noted in Table 189.25–20(a)(1). In addi-
tion, the hand portable fire-extin-
guishers and semiportable fire-extin-
guishing systems shall be examined for 
excessive corrosion and general condi-
tion.

TABLE 189.25–20(a)(1) 

Type unit Test 

Soda acid ................. Discharge. Clean hose and inside of 
extinguisher thoroughly. Recharge. 

Foam ........................ Discharge. Clean hose and inside of 
extinguisher thoroughly. Recharge. 

Pump tank (water or 
antifreeze).

Discharge. Clean hose and inside of 
extinguisher thoroughly. Recharge 
with clean water or antifreeze. 

Cartridge operated 
(water, antifreeze, 
or loaded stream).

Examine pressure cartridge and re-
place if end is punctured or if car-
tridge is otherwise determined to 
have leaked or to be in unsuitable 
condition. Remove liquid. Clean 
hose and inside of extinguisher 
thoroughly. Recharge with water, 
solution, or antifreeze. Insert 
charged cartridge. 

Carbon dioxide ......... Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight 
loss exceeds 10 percent of weight 
of charge. Inspect hose and nozzle 
to be sure they are clear. 1 

Dry chemical (car-
tridge-operated 
type).

Examine pressure cartridge and re-
place if end is punctured or if car-
tridge is otherwise determined to 
have leaked or to be in unsuitable 
condition. Inspect hose and nozzle 
to see they are clear. Insert 
charged cartridge. Be sure dry 
chemical is free-flowing (not caked) 
and chamber contains full charge. 

Dry chemical (stored 
pressure type).

See that pressure gage is in oper-
ating range. If not, or if seal is bro-
ken, weigh or otherwise determine 
that full charge of dry chemical is in 
extinguisher. Recharge if pressure 
is low or if dry chemical is needed. 

Vaporizing liquid 2 .....

1 Cylinders must be tested and marked and all flexible con-
nections and discharge hoses of semiportable carbon dioxide 
and halon extinguishers must be tested or renewed as re-
quired in §§ 147.60 and 147.65 of this chapter. 

2 Vaporizing-liquid type fire extinguishers containing carbon 
tetrachloride or chlorobromomethane or other toxic vaporizing 
liquids are not permitted. 
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