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writing by the Maritime Administra-
tion, by mutual agreement of the Mari-
time Administration and the Con-
tractor, so long as the procedures 
adopted are consistent with the Act 
and with the objectives of these regula-
tions. 

Subpart B—Establishment of MSP 
Fleet and Eligibility 

§ 295.10 Eligibility requirements. 
(a) Applicant. Any person may apply 

to MARAD for Enrollment of Eligible 
Vessels in MSP Operating Agreements 
for inclusion in the MSP Fleet pursu-
ant to the provisions of subtitle B, title 
VI, of the act. Applications shall be ad-
dressed to the Secretary, Maritime Ad-
ministration, 400 Seventh Street, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20590. 

(b) Eligible Vessel. A vessel eligible for 
enrollment in a MSP Operating Agree-
ment shall be self-propelled and meet 
the following requirements: 

(1) Vessel Type—(i) Liner Vessel. The 
vessel shall be operated by a person as 
an Ocean Common Carrier. 

(ii) Specialty vessel. Whether in com-
mercial service, on charter to the DOD, 
or in other employment, the vessel 
shall be either: 

(A) a Roll-on/Roll-off vessel with a 
carrying capacity of at least 80,000 
square feet or 500 twenty-foot equiva-
lent units; or 

(B) a LASH vessel with a barge ca-
pacity of at least 75 barges; or 

(iii) Other vessel. Any other type of 
vessel that is determined by the 
MARAD to be suitable for use by the 
United States for national defense or 
military purposes in time of war or na-
tional emergency; and 

(2) Vessel Requirements—(i) U.S. Docu-
mentation. Except as provided in para-
graph (b)(2)(iv) of this section, the ves-
sel is a U.S.-documented vessel; and 

(ii) Age. Except as provided in para-
graph (b)(2)(iii), on the date a MSP Op-
erating Agreement covering the vessel 
is first entered into is: 

(A) a LASH Vessel that is 25 years of 
age or less; or 

(B) any other type of vessel that is 15 
years of age or less. 

(iii) Waiver Authority. In accordance 
with section 651(b)(2) of the act, 
MARAD is authorized to waive the ap-

plication of paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this 
section if MARAD, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense, deter-
mines that the waiver is in the na-
tional interest. 

(iv) Intent to document U.S. Although 
the vessel may not be a U.S.-docu-
mented vessel, it shall be considered an 
Eligible Vessel if the vessel meets the 
criteria for documentation under 46 
U.S.C. chapter 121, the vessel owner has 
demonstrated an intent to have the 
vessel documented under 46 U.S.C. 
chapter 121, and the vessel will be less 
than 10 years of age on the date of that 
documentation; and 

(3) MARAD’s determination. MARAD 
determines that the vessel is necessary 
to maintain a United States presence 
in international commercial shipping 
and the applicant possesses the ability, 
experience, resources and other quali-
fications necessary to execute the obli-
gations of the MSP Operating Agree-
ment, or MARAD, after consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense, deter-
mines that the vessel is militarily use-
ful for meeting the sealift needs of the 
United States. 

§ 295.11 Applications. 

(a) Action by MARAD—(1) Time Dead-
lines. Not later than 30 days after the 
enactment of the Maritime Security 
Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104–239, MARAD 
shall accept applications for Enroll-
ment of vessels in the MSP Fleet. 
Within 90 days after receipt of a com-
pleted application, MARAD shall enter 
into a MSP Operating Agreement with 
the applicant or provide in writing the 
reason for denial of that application. 

(2) Closure of Applications. Applica-
tions for MSP Operating Agreements 
shall be made only at such time as, and 
in response to, publication of invita-
tions to apply by MARAD in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. After the Adminis-
trator has fully allocated authorized 
contracting authority through the 
award of the maximum number of ves-
sels allowed under § 295.30(a), MARAD 
will not accept any applications for 
award of new Operating Agreements 
until additional contracting authority 
becomes available, or existing con-
tracting authority reverts back to 
MARAD. 
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