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vessel he had signed shipping articles 
and whether or not he had signed off 
such articles before a consular or other 
authorized official, but shall not in-
clude the master of such a vessel. 

(b) The term General Agent shall in-
clude any designated representative of 
such General Agent. 

Sec. 3. Classification of repatriates. 
Seamen in need of repatriation, 

whether being repatriated to or from 
the United States, shall be classified as 
follows: 

(a) Seamen separated from their ves-
sels because of the destruction of, 
abandonment of, or damage to their 
vessels, or because of termination of 
shipping articles at a port outside the 
continental limits of the United 
States. 

(b) Seamen separated from their ves-
sels as the result of illness or injury re-
ceived in the service of their vessels or 
otherwise through no fault of their 
own. 

(c) Seamen separated from their ves-
sels for any cause whatsoever not de-
scribed in paragraph (a) or (b) of this 
section. 

Sec. 4. Manner of repatriation. 
(a) A seaman described in paragraph 

(a) of section 3 of this order shall be re-
patriated in accordance with the provi-
sions of the shipping articles, or the 
applicable collective bargaining agree-
ment, employment contract, or stat-
ute. If a seaman in this class is repatri-
ated as a passenger, the General Agent 
of the vessel of which he was last a 
crew member shall arrange for his pas-
sage and pay the amount of expense in-
volved. 

(b) A seaman described in paragraph 
(b) of section 3 of this order may be re-
patriated as a passenger where space is 
available and circumstances permit. If 
applicable collective bargaining agree-
ments, employment contracts, or stat-
utes do not conflict, he may return as 
a workaway or, at the discretion of the 
master of the repatriating vessel, he 
may sign on articles either as a re-
placement of to complete a vessel’s 
complement or, when deemed advisable 
by the official authorizing the repatri-
ation and with the approval of the mas-
ter of the repatriating vessel, he may 

be signed on the articles as a repatri-
ated seaman (non-working). If a seaman 
in this class is repatriated as a pas-
senger, or repatriate seaman (non-
working), the General Agent of the ves-
sel of which he was last a crew member 
shall arrange for his passage and pay 
the amount of expense involved. 

(c) A seaman described in paragraph 
(c) of section 3 of this order shall be re-
turned as a workaway or, at the discre-
tion of the master of the repatriating 
vessel, he may sign on as a replace-
ment or to complete a vessel’s com-
plement. Only in unusual cases, and 
only with the prior approval of the 
Chief, Division of Operations, shall a 
seaman in this class be repatriated as a 
passenger or as a repatriate seaman 
(non-working). If a seaman in this class 
is repatriated as a passenger, or as a 
repatriate seaman (non-working), the 
General Agent of the vessel of which he 
was last a crew member shall arrange 
for his passage and pay the amount of 
expense involved. 

(d) A master shall be repatriated in 
accordance with applicable collective 
bargaining agreement, employment 
contract, statute, or established com-
mercial practice. 

Sec. 5. Repatriation charges. 
(a) If it is deemed necessary to repa-

triate a seaman as a passenger aboard 
a privately operated vessel, plane, 
train, or other conveyance, the full 
amount of the reasonably incurred ex-
pense in connection therewith shall be 
billed against the General Agent of the 
vessel of which he was last a crew 
member. 

(b) If a seaman is repatriated as a 
passenger, or as a repatriate seaman 
(non-working), aboard a vessel oper-
ated for the account of the National 
Shipping Authority under a General 
Agency Agreement, a flat transpor-
tation charge of $5.00 per day shall be 
made for every day spent aboard the 
repatriating vessel, including day of 
embarkation and day of debarkation, 
which charge shall be in addition to 
necessary train or other conveyance 
expense, United States and foreign gov-
ernment taxes, port dues, landing fees 
or other charges of every nature levied 
in connection with such repatriation. 
In such a case, the General Agent of 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 04:56 Feb 24, 2004 Jkt 203001 PO 00001 Frm 00271 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 C:\TITLE-46\194186.ORG PROD24



272

46 CFR Ch. II (10–1–01 Edition) Pt. 335

the vessel of which the repatriate was 
last a crew member shall be billed for 
the amount of expense involved, and 
appropriate entries covering the re-
ceipts and disbursements resulting 
from the repatriation shall be made in 
the proper books of account by the 
General Agent concerned. In the event 
the General Agent repatriating a sea-
man is also the General Agent of the 
vessel on which the seaman last served, 
it will not be necessary to issue a for-
mal billing, but it is required that ap-
propriate entries be made on the agen-
cy books of account to reflect a rev-
enue of $5.00 per day in the account of 
the vessel rendering the transportation 
service and that a charge covering the 
cost of repatriation be recorded against 
the vessel on which the seaman last 
served. In all cases, the General Agent 
charged with the repatriation expense 
shall take necessary steps to secure re-
imbursement of such expense from the 
P & I underwriters insuring the vessel 
against which the expense is charged. 
No charge is to be made in the case of 
a seaman repatriate who signs on ves-
sel articles as a workaway or in any 
other capacity except as a repatriate 
seaman (non-working). When repatri-
ation is required, it shall be effected by 
the first available means considered 
appropriate by the official authorizing 
such repatriation. 

Sec. 6. General provisions. 
(a) In case of repatriation of any sea-

man as a passenger aboard a vessel op-
erated for account of the National 
Shipping Authority, the requirements 
of the applicable collective bargaining 
agreement or employment contract 
shall be met. In any event, a seaman 
repatriate shall receive at least as good 
accommodations as would be his due 
while sailing in his capacity. 

(b) Unless otherwise directed, a sea-
man when repatriated as a passenger 
aboard a vessel operated for the ac-
count of the National Shipping Author-
ity, shall be issued a ticket in the form 
prescribed by the General Agent of the 
vessel for its own vessels. Such ticket 
shall be surrendered to the master of 
the repatriating vessel. When repatri-
ated as a repatriate seaman (non-work-
ing), the master of the repatriating 
vessel shall be furnished with a certifi-

cate from the official authorizing the 
repatriation setting forth that the cir-
cumstances require that the seaman be 
signed on as a repatriate seaman (non-
working). The master shall ascertain 
the seaman’s full name and rating, 
cause of repatriation, and the names of 
the vessels and the General Agent to be 
charged with the cost of the repatri-
ation. 

(c) It is recognized that the procedure 
set forth in this order will not cover all 
situations arising out of obligations to 
repatriate seamen nor fix ultimate re-
sponsibility for repatriation expenses 
which may sometimes depend upon de-
terminations of fact which cannot be 
made prior to repatriation. In cases of 
emergency or in situations not covered 
in this order, the General Agent shall 
proceed in accordance with established 
commercial practice. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to interfere with the proper ex-
ercise of authority by United States 
consular officials relative to repatri-
ation of seamen in accordance with ap-
plicable statutes. 

PART 335—AUTHORITY AND RE-
SPONSIBILITY OF GENERAL 
AGENTS TO UNDERTAKE EMER-
GENCY REPAIRS IN FOREIGN 
PORTS

Sec.
1. What this order does. 
2. General Agents’ authority. 
3. General Agents’ responsibilities. 
4. General provisions.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 204, 49 Stat. 1987, as 
amended; 46 U.S.C. 1114.

SOURCE: SRM–2, 16 FR 5321, June 6, 1951. 
Redesignated at 45 FR 44587, July 1, 1980, un-
less otherwise noted. 

Section 1. What this order does. 

This order outlines General Agents’ 
responsibilities and limited authority 
in connection with repairs in foreign 
ports to vessels operated for the ac-
count of the National Shipping Author-
ity under General Agency Agreement. 

Sec. 2. General Agents’ authority. 

The General Agents are hereby dele-
gated authority to undertake for the 
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