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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–02 Edition)§ 0.201

Subpart B—Delegations of 
Authority

AUTHORITY: Sec. 5, 48 Stat. 1068, as amend-
ed; 47 U.S.C. 155.

GENERAL

§ 0.201 General provisions. 
(a) There are three basic categories 

of delegations made by the Commission 
pursuant to section 5(c) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended: 

(1) Delegations to act in non-hearing 
matters and proceedings. The great bulk 
of delegations in this category are 
made to bureau chiefs and other mem-
bers of the Commission’s staff. This 
category also includes delegations to 
individual commissioners and to 
boards or committees of commis-
sioners. 

(2) Delegations to rule on interlocutory 
matters in hearing proceedings. Delega-
tions in this category are made to the 
Chief Administrative Law Judge.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(2): Interlocutory 
matters which are not delegated to the Chief 
Administrative Law Judge are ruled on by 
the presiding officer by virtue of the author-
ity vested in him to control the course and 
conduct of the hearing. This authority stems 
from section 7 of the Administrative Proce-
dure Act and section 409 of the Communica-
tions Act rather than from delegations of au-
thority made pursuant to section 5(c) of the 
Communications Act. (See §§ 0.218 and 0.341.).

(3) Delegations to review an initial deci-
sion. Delegations in this category are 
made to individual commissioners, to 
panels of commissioners. 

(b) Delegations are arranged in this 
subpart under headings denoting the 
person, panel, or board to whom au-
thority has been delegated, rather than 
by the categories listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

(c) Procedures pertaining to the fil-
ing and disposition of interlocutory 
pleadings in hearing proceedings are 
set forth in §§ 1.291 through 1.298 of this 
chapter. Procedures pertaining to ap-
peals from rulings of the presiding offi-
cer are set forth in § 1.301. Procedures 
pertaining to reconsideration of the 
presiding officer’s rulings are set forth 
in § 1.303. Procedures pertaining to re-
consideration and review of actions 
taken pursuant to delegated authority 

are set forth in §§ 1.101, 1.102, 1.104, 
1.106, 1.113, 1.115, and 1.117. Procedures 
pertaining to exceptions to initial deci-
sions are set forth in §§ 1.276–1.279. 

(d) The Commission, by vote of a ma-
jority of the members then holding of-
fice, may delegate its functions either 
by rule or by order, and may at any 
time amend, modify, or rescind any 
such rule or order. 

(1) Functions of a continuing or re-
curring nature are delegated by rule. 
The rule is published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and is included in this sub-
part. 

(2) Functions pertaining to a par-
ticular matter or proceeding are dele-
gated by order. The order is published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER and associ-
ated with the record of that matter or 
proceeding, but neither the order nor 
any reference to the delegation made 
thereby is included in this subpart. 

[28 FR 12402, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 50 
FR 26567, June 27, 1985; 62 FR 4170, Jan. 29, 
1997]

§ 0.203 Authority of person, panel, or 
board to which functions are dele-
gated. 

(a) The person, panel, or board to 
which functions are delegated shall, 
with respect to such functions, have all 
the jurisdiction, powers, and authority 
conferred by law upon the Commission, 
and shall be subject to the same duties 
and obligations. 

(b) Except as provided in § 1.102 of 
this chapter, any action taken pursu-
ant to delegated authority shall have 
the same force and effect and shall be 
made, evidenced, and enforced in the 
same manner as actions of the Com-
mission. 

[28 FR 12402, Nov. 22, 1963]

§ 0.204 The exercise of delegated au-
thority. 

(a) Authority to issue orders and to 
enter into correspondence. Any official 
(or group of officials) to whom author-
ity is delegated in this subpart is au-
thorized to issue orders (including rul-
ings, decisions, or other action docu-
ments) pursuant to such authority and 
to enter into general correspondence 
concerning any matter for which he is 
responsible under this subpart or sub-
part A of this part. 
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(b) Authority of subordinate officials. 
Authority delegated to any official to 
issue orders or to enter into cor-
respondence under paragraph (a) of this 
section may be exercised by that offi-
cial or by appropriate subordinate offi-
cials acting for him. 

(c) Signature. (1) Other orders made 
by a committee, board or panel iden-
tify the body and are signed by the 
Secretary. 

(2) Upon signing an order, the Sec-
retary affixes the Commission’s seal. 

(3) General correspondence by a com-
mittee or board is signed by the com-
mittee or board chairman. 

(4) All other orders and letters are 
signed by the official who has given 
final approval of their contents. 

(5) With the exception of license 
forms requiring the signature of an ap-
propriate official of the issuing bureau 
or office, license forms bear only the 
seal of the Commission. 

(d) Form of orders. Orders may be 
issued in any appropriate form (e.g., as 
captioned orders, letters, telegrams) 
and may, if appropriate, be issued oral-
ly. Orders issued orally shall, if prac-
ticable, be confirmed promptly in writ-
ing. 

(e) Minutes entries. Except as other-
wise provided in this subpart, actions 
taken as provided in paragraph (d) of 
this section shall be recorded in writ-
ing and filed in the official minutes of 
the Commission. 

[33 FR 8227, June 1, 1968, as amended at 38 FR 
18550, July 12, 1973; 62 FR 4170, Jan. 29, 1997]

COMMISSIONERS

§ 0.211 Chairman. 

The responsibility for the general ad-
ministration of internal affairs of the 
Commission is delegated to the Chair-
man of the Commission. The Chairman 
will keep the Commission advised con-
cerning his actions taken under this 
delegation of authority. This authority 
includes: 

(a) Actions of routine character as to 
which the Chairman may take final ac-
tion. 

(b) Actions of non-routine character 
which do not involve policy determina-
tions. The Chairman may take final ac-
tion on these matters but shall specifi-

cally advise the Commission on these 
actions. 

(c) Actions of an important character 
or those which involve policy deter-
minations. In these matters the Chair-
man will develop proposals for presen-
tation to the Commission. 

(d) To act within the purview of the 
Federal Tort Claims Act, as amended, 
28 U.S.C. 2672, upon tort claims di-
rected against the Commission where 
the amount of damages does not exceed 
$5,000. 

(e) Authority to act as ‘‘Head of the 
Agency’’ or ‘‘Agency Head’’ for admin-
istrative determinations required by 
Federal Procurement Regulations and 
Federal Management Circulars. 

[28 FR 12402, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 41 
FR 49095, Nov. 8, 1976; 51 FR 23550, June 30, 
1986]

§ 0.212 Board of Commissioners. 
(a) Whenever the Chairman or Acting 

Chairman of the Commission deter-
mines that a quorum of the Commis-
sion is not present or able to act, he 
may convene a Board of Commis-
sioners. The Board shall be composed 
of all Commissioners present and able 
to act. 

(b) The Board of Commissioners is 
authorized to act upon all matters nor-
mally acted upon by the Commission 
en banc, except the following: 

(1) The final determination on the 
merits of any adjudicatory or inves-
tigatory hearing proceeding or of any 
rule making proceeding, except upon a 
finding by the Board that the public in-
terest would be disserved by waiting 
the convening of a quorum of the Com-
mission. 

(2) Petitions for reconsideration of 
Commission actions. 

(3) Applications for review of actions 
taken pursuant to delegated authority. 

(c) The Board of Commissioners is 
authorized to act upon all matters nor-
mally acted upon by an individual 
Commissioner (when he or his alter-
nates are not present or able to act) or 
by a committee of Commissioners (in 
the absence of a quorum of the com-
mittee). 

(d) Actions taken by the Board of 
Commissioners shall be recorded in the 
same manner as actions taken by the 
Commission en banc. 
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