Federal Communications Commission

(1) To advise the Commission in the
preparation and revision of rules and
the implementation and administra-
tion of ethics regulations and the Free-
dom of Information, Privacy, Govern-
ment in the Sunshine and Alternative
Dispute Resolution Acts.

(m) To assist and make recommenda-
tions to the Commission, and to indi-
vidual Commissioners assigned to re-
view initial decisions, as to the disposi-
tion of cases of adjudication and such
other cases as, by Commission policy,
are handled in the same manner and
which have been designated for hear-
ing.

(n) To serve as the principal oper-
ating office on ex parte matters involv-
ing restricted proceedings. To review
and dispose of all ex parte communica-
tions received from the public and oth-
ers.

(Secs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 301, 303, 307, 308, 309, 315, 317,
48 Stat., as amended, 1064, 1065, 1066, 1068,
1081, 1082, 1083, 1084, 1085, 1088, 1089; 47 U.S.C.
152, 153, 154, 155, 301, 303, 307, 308, 309, 315, 317)

[28 FR 12392, Nov. 22, 1963; 37 FR 19372, Sept.
20, 1972, as amended at 40 FR 17253, Apr. 18,
1975; 43 FR 29006, July 5, 1978; 44 FR 39179,
July 5, 1979; 46 FR 57050, Nov. 20, 1981; 49 FR
47604, Dec. 6, 1984; 50 FR 2985, Jan. 23, 1985; 50
FR 49048, Nov. 29, 1985; 51 FR 12615, Apr. 14,
1986; 60 FR 5323, Jan. 27, 1995; 60 FR 34901,
July 5, 1995; 62 FR 4170, Jan. 29, 1997; 62 FR
15853, Apr. 3, 1997; 64 FR 5950, Feb. 8, 1999; 64
FR 57585, Oct. 26, 1999]

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

§0.51 Functions of the Bureau.

The International Bureau has the fol-
lowing duties and responsibilities:

(a) To initiate and direct the develop-
ment and articulation of international
telecommunications policies, con-
sistent with the priorities of the Com-
mission;

(b) To advise the Chairman and Com-
missioners on matters of international
telecommunications policy, and on the
adequacy of the Commission’s actions
to promote the vital interests of the
American public in international com-
merce, national defense, and foreign
policy;

(c) To develop, recommend, and ad-
minister policies, rules, standards, and
procedures for the authorization and
regulation of international tele-
communications facilities and services,
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domestic and international satellite
systems, and international broadcast
services;

(d) To monitor compliance with the
terms and conditions of authorizations
and licenses granted by the Bureau,
and to pursue enforcement actions in
conjunction with appropriate bureaus
and offices;

(e) To represent the Commission on
international telecommunications
matters at both domestic and inter-
national conferences and meetings, and
to direct and coordinate the Commis-
sion’s preparation for such conferences
and meetings;

(f) To serve as the single focal point
within the Commission for cooperation
and consultation on international tele-
communications matters with other
Federal agencies, international or for-
eign organizations, and appropriate
regulatory bodies and officials of for-
eign governments;

(g) To develop, coordinate with other
Federal agencies, and administer the
regulatory assistance and training pro-
grams for foreign administrations to
promote telecommunications develop-
ment;

(h) To provide advice and technical
assistance to U.S. trade officials in the
negotiation and implementation of
telecommunications trade agreements,
and consult with other bureaus and of-
fices as appropriate;

(i) To conduct economic, legal, tech-
nical, statistical, and other appropriate
studies, surveys, and analyses in sup-
port of international telecommuni-
cations policies and programs.

(j) To collect and disseminate within
the Commission information and data
on international telecommunications
policies, regulatory and market devel-
opments in other countries, and inter-
national organizations;

(k) To work with the Office of Legis-
lative Affairs to coordinate the Com-
mission’s activities on significant mat-
ters of international policy with appro-
priate Congressional offices;

(1) To promote the international co-
ordination of spectrum allocations and
frequency and orbital assignments so
as to minimize cases of international
radio interference involving U.S. 1li-
censees;
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(m) To direct and coordinate, in con-
sultation with other bureaus and of-
fices as appropriate, negotiation of
international agreements to provide
for arrangements and procedures for
coordination of radio frequency assign-
ments to prevent or resolve inter-
national radio interference involving
U.S. licensees;

(n) To ensure fulfillment of the Com-
mission’s responsibilities under inter-
national agreements and treaty obliga-
tions, and, consistent with Commission
policy, to ensure that the Commis-
sion’s regulations, procedures, and fre-
quency allocations comply with the
mandatory requirements of all applica-
ble international and bilateral agree-
ments;

(o) To oversee and, as appropriate,
administer activities pertaining to the
international consultation, coordina-
tion, and notification of U.S. frequency
and orbital assignments, including ac-
tivities required by bilateral agree-
ments, the international Radio Regula-
tions, and other international agree-
ments;

(p) To advise the Chairman on prior-
ities for international travel and de-
velop, coordinate, and administer the
international travel plan;

(q) To exercise authority to issue
non-hearing related subpoenas for the
attendance and testimony of witnesses
and the production of books, papers,
correspondence, memoranda, schedules
of charges, contracts, agreements, and
any other records deemed relevant to
the investigation of matters within the
jurisdiction of the International Bu-
reau. Before issuing a subpoena, the
International Bureau shall obtain the
approval of the Office of General Coun-
sel.

(r) To assist the Consumer and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Bureau on issues in-
volving informal consumer complaints
and other general inquiries by con-
sumers.

[60 FR 5323, Jan. 27, 1995, as amended at 60
FR 35504, July 10, 1995; 64 FR 60716, Nov. 8,
1999; 67 FR 13217, Mar. 21, 2002]

MEDIA BUREAU

§0.61 Functions of the Bureau.

The Media Bureau develops, rec-
ommends and administers the policy
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and licensing programs for the regula-
tion of media, including cable tele-
vision, broadcast television and radio,
and satellite services in the United
States and its territories. The Bureau
advises and recommends to the Com-
mission, or acts for the Commission
under delegated authority, in matters
pertaining to multichannel video pro-
gramming distribution, broadcast radio
and television, direct broadcast sat-
ellite service policy, and associated
matters. The Bureau will, among other
things:

(a) Process applications for author-
ization, assignment, transfer and re-
newal of media services, including AM,
FM, TV, the cable TV relay service,
and related services.

(b) Conduct rulemaking proceedings
concerning the legal, engineering, and
economic aspects of media service.

(c) Conduct comprehensive studies
and analyses concerning the legal, en-
gineering, and economic aspects of
electronic media services.

(d) Administer and enforce rules and
policies regarding equal employment
opportunity.

(e) Administer and enforce rules and
policies regarding political program-
ming and related matters.

(f) Administer and enforce rules and
policies regarding:

(1) Radio and television broadcast in-
dustry services;

(2) Cable television systems, opera-
tors, and services, including those re-
lating to rates, technical standards,
customer service, ownership, competi-
tion to cable systems, broadcast sta-
tion signal retransmission and car-
riage, program access, wiring equip-
ment, channel leasing, and federal-
state/local regulatory relationships.
This includes: acting, after Commis-
sion assumption of jurisdiction to regu-
late cable television rates for basic
service and associated equipment, on
cable operator requests for approval of
existing or increased rates; reviewing
appeals of local franchising authori-
ties’ rate making decisions involving
rates for the basic service tier and as-
sociated equipment, except when such
appeals raise novel or unusual issues;



