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§ 1.85 Suspension of operator licenses. 

Whenever grounds exist for suspen-
sion of an operator license, as provided 
in § 303(m) of the Communications Act, 
the Chief of the Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, with respect to ama-
teur and commercial radio operator li-
censes, may issue an order suspending 
the operator license. No order of sus-
pension of any operator’s license shall 
take effect until 15 days’ notice in 
writing of the cause for the proposed 
suspension has been given to the oper-
ator licensee, who may make written 
application to the Commission at any 
time within the said 15 days for a hear-
ing upon such order. The notice to the 
operator licensee shall not be effective 
until actually received by him, and 
from that time he shall have 15 days in 
which to mail the said application. In 
the event that physical conditions pre-
vent mailing of the application before 
the expiration of the 15-day period, the 
application shall then be mailed as 
soon as possible thereafter, accom-
panied by a satisfactory explanation of 
the delay. Upon receipt by the Commis-
sion of such application for hearing, 
said order of suspension shall be des-
ignated for hearing by the Chief, Wire-
less Telecommunications Bureau and 
said suspension shall be held in abey-
ance until the conclusion of the hear-
ing. Upon the conclusion of said hear-
ing, the Commission may affirm, mod-
ify, or revoke said order of suspension. 
If the license is ordered suspended, the 
operator shall send his operator license 
to the Licensing and Technical Anal-
ysis Branch, Public Safety and Private 
Wireless Division, Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau, in Wash-
ington, DC, on or before the effective 
date of the order, or, if the effective 
date has passed at the time notice is 
received, the license shall be sent to 
the Commission forthwith. 

[63 FR 68920, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 1.87 Modification of license or con-
struction permit on motion of the 
Commission. 

(a) Whenever it appears that a sta-
tion license or construction permit 
should be modified, the Commission 
shall notify the licensee or permittee 
in writing of the proposed action and 

reasons therefor, and afford the li-
censee or permittee at least thirty 
days to protest such proposed order of 
modification, except that, where safety 
of life or property is involved, the Com-
mission may by order provide a shorter 
period of time. 

(b) The notification required in para-
graph (a) of this section may be effec-
tuated by a notice of proposed rule 
making in regard to a modification or 
addition of an FM or television channel 
to the Table of Allotments (§§ 73.202 and 
73.504) or Table of Assignments 
(§ 73.606). The Commission shall send a 
copy of any such notice of proposed 
rule making to the affected licensee or 
permittee by certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested. 

(c) Any other licensee or permittee 
who believes that its license or permit 
would be modified by the proposed ac-
tion may also protest the proposed ac-
tion before its effective date. 

(d) Any protest filed pursuant to this 
section shall be subject to the require-
ments of section 309 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended, for peti-
tions to deny. 

(e) In any case where a hearing is 
conducted pursuant to the provisions 
of this section, both the burden of pro-
ceeding with the introduction of evi-
dence and the burden of proof shall be 
upon the Commission except that, with 
respect to any issue that pertains to 
the question of whether the proposed 
action would modify the license or per-
mit of a person filing a protest pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of this section, 
such burdens shall be as described by 
the Commission. 

(f) In order to utilize the right to a 
hearing and the opportunity to appear 
and give evidence upon the issues spec-
ified in any hearing order, the licensee 
or permittee, in person or by attorney, 
shall, within the period of time as may 
be specified in the hearing order, file 
with the Commission a written state-
ment stating that he or she will appear 
at the hearing and present evidence on 
the matters specified in the hearing 
order. 

(g) The right to file a protest or have 
a hearing shall, unless good cause is 
shown in a petition to be filed not later 
than 5 days before the lapse of time 
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specified in paragraph (a) or (f) of this 
section, be deemed waived: 

(1) In case of failure to timely file the 
protest as required by paragraph (a) of 
this section or a written statement as 
required by paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) In case of filing a written state-
ment provided for in paragraph (f) of 
this section but failing to appear at the 
hearing, either in person or by counsel. 

(h) Where the right to file a protest 
or have a hearing is waived, the li-
censee or permittee will be deemed to 
have consented to the modification as 
proposed and a final decision may be 
issued by the Commission accordingly. 
Irrespective of any waiver as provided 
for in paragraph (g) of this section or 
failure by the licensee or permittee to 
raise a substantial and material ques-
tion of fact concerning the proposed 
modification in his protest, the Com-
mission may, on its own motion, des-
ignate the proposed modification for 
hearing in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(i) Any order of modification issued 
pursuant to this section shall include a 
statement of the findings and the 
grounds and reasons therefor, shall 
specify the effective date of the modi-
fication, and shall be served on the li-
censee or permittee. 

[52 FR 22654, June 15, 1987]

§ 1.88 Predesignation pleading proce-
dure. 

In cases where an investigation is 
being conducted by the Commission in 
connection with the operation of a 
broadcast station or a pending applica-
tion for renewal of a broadcast license, 
the licensee may file a written state-
ment to the Commission setting forth 
its views regarding the matters under 
investigation; the staff, in its discre-
tion, may in writing, advise such li-
censee of the general nature of the in-
vestigation, and advise the licensee of 
its opportunity to submit such a state-
ment to the staff. Any filing by the li-
censee will be forwarded to the Com-
mission in conjunction with any staff 
memorandum recommending that the 
Commission take action as a result of 
the invesigation. Nothing in this rule 
shall supersede the application of our 

ex parte rules to situations described in 
§ 1.1203 of these rules. 

(Secs. 4, 303, 307, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 
1082, 1083; (47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 307)) 

[45 FR 65597, Oct. 3, 1980]

§ 1.89 Notice of violations. 

(a) Except in cases of willfulness or 
those in which public health, interest, 
or safety requires otherwise, any per-
son who holds a license, permit or 
other authorization appearing to have 
violated any provision of the Commu-
nications Act or any provision of this 
chapter will, before revocation, suspen-
sion, or cease and desist proceedings 
are instituted, be served with a written 
notice calling these facts to his or her 
attention and requesting a statement 
concerning the matter. FCC Form 793 
may be used for this purpose. The No-
tice of Violation may be combined with 
a Notice of Apparent Liability to Mon-
etary Forfeiture. In such event, not-
withstanding the Notice of Violation, 
the provisions of § 1.80 apply and not 
those of § 1.89. 

(b) Within 10 days from receipt of no-
tice or such other period as may be 
specified, the recipient shall send a 
written answer, in duplicate, directly 
to the Commission office originating 
the official notice. If an answer cannot 
be sent or an acknowledgment cannot 
be made within such 10-day period by 
reason of illness or other unavoidable 
circumstance, acknowledgment and an-
swer shall be made at the earliest prac-
ticable date with a satisfactory expla-
nation of the delay. 

(c) The answer to each notice shall be 
complete in itself and shall not be ab-
breviated by reference to other com-
munications or answers to other no-
tices. In every instance the answer 
shall contain a statement of action 
taken to correct the condition or omis-
sion complained of and to preclude its 
recurrence. In addition: 

(1) If the notice relates to violations 
that may be due to the physical or 
electrical characteristics of transmit-
ting apparatus and any new apparatus 
is to be installed, the answer shall 
state the date such apparatus was or-
dered, the name of the manufacturer, 
and the promised date of delivery. If 
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