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(8) Use of the EAS codes or Attention 
Signal automatically grants rebroad-
cast authority as specified in § 11.54(d). 

[59 FR 67092, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 63 
FR 29666, June 1, 1998; 65 FR 21658, Apr. 24, 
2000; 67 FR 18511, Apr. 16, 2002]

Subpart E—Tests

§ 11.61 Tests of EAS procedures. 

(a) Tests shall be made at regular in-
tervals as indicated in paragraphs (a)(1) 
and (a)(2) of this section. Additional 
tests may be performed anytime. EAS 
activations and special tests may be 
performed in lieu of required tests as 
specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. All tests will conform with the 
procedures in the EAS Operating Hand-
book. 

(1) Required Monthly Tests of the 
EAS header codes, Attention Signal, 
Test Script and EOM code. 

(i) Effective January 1, 1997, AM, FM 
and TV stations. 

(ii) Effective October 1, 2002, cable 
systems with fewer than 5,000 sub-
scribers per headend. 

(iii) Effective December 31, 1998, 
cable systems with 10,000 or more sub-
scribers; and effective October 1, 2002, 
cable systems serving 5,000 or more, 
but less than 10,000 subscribers per 
headend. 

(iv) Effective October 1, 2002, all wire-
less cable systems. 

(v) Tests in odd numbered months 
shall occur between 8:30 a.m. and local 
sunset. Tests in even numbered months 
shall occur between local sunset and 
8:30 a.m. They will originate from 
Local or State Primary sources. The 
time and script content will be devel-
oped by State Emergency Communica-
tions Committees in cooperation with 
affected broadcast stations, cable sys-
tems, wireless cable systems, and other 
participants. Script content may be in 
the primary language of the broadcast 
station or cable system. These monthly 
tests must be transmitted within 60 
minutes of receipt by broadcast sta-
tions and cable systems and wireless 
cable systems in an EAS Local Area or 
State. Class D non-commercial edu-
cational FM and LPTV stations are re-
quired to transmit only the test script. 

(2) Required Weekly Tests: 

(i) EAS Header Codes and EOM 
Codes: 

(A) Effective January 1, 1997, AM, FM 
and TV stations must conduct tests of 
the EAS header and EOM codes at least 
once a week at random days and times. 

(B) Effective December 31, 1998, cable 
systems with 10,000 or more subscribers 
per headend must conduct tests of the 
EAS header and EOM codes at least 
once a week at random days and times 
on all programmed channels: 

(C) Effective October 1, 2002, cable 
systems serving fewer than 5,000 sub-
scribers per headend must conduct 
tests of the EAS header and EOM codes 
at least once a week at random days 
and times on at least one programmed 
channel. 

(D) Effective October 1, 2002, the fol-
lowing cable systems and wireless 
cable systems must conduct tests of 
the EAS header and EOM codes at least 
once a week at random days and times 
on all programmed channels: 

(1) Cable systems serving 5,000 or 
more, but less than 10,000 subscribers 
per headend; and, 

(2) Wireless cable systems with 5,000 
or more subscribers. 

(E) Effective October 1, 2002, the fol-
lowing cable systems and wireless 
cable systems must conduct tests of 
the EAS header and EOM codes at least 
once a week at random days and times 
on at least one programmed channel: 

(1) Cable systems with fewer than 
5,000 subscribers per headend; and, 

(2) Wireless cable systems with fewer 
than 5,000 subscribers. 

(ii) Class D non-commercial edu-
cational FM and LPTV stations are not 
required to transmit this test but must 
log receipt. 

(iii) The EAS weekly test is not re-
quired during the week that a monthly 
test is conducted. 

(iv) TV stations, cable television sys-
tems and wireless cable systems are 
not required to transmit a video mes-
sage when transmitting the required 
weekly test. 

(3) Periodic National Tests. National 
Primary (NP) sources shall participate 
in tests as appropriate. The FCC may 
request a report of these tests. 

(4) EAS activations and special tests. 
The EAS may be activated for emer-
gencies or special tests at the State or 
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Local Area level by a broadcast sta-
tion, cable system or wireless cable 
system instead of the monthly or 
weekly tests required by this section. 
To substitute for a monthly test, acti-
vation must include transmission of 
the EAS header codes, Attention Sig-
nal, emergency message and EOM code 
and comply with the visual message re-
quirements in § 11.51. To substitute for 
the weekly test of the EAS header 
codes and EOM codes in paragraph 
(2)(i) of this section, activation must 
include transmission of the EAS header 
and EOM codes. Television stations and 
cable systems and wireless cable sys-
tems shall comply with the aural and 
visual message requirements in § 11.51. 
Special EAS tests at the State and 
Local Area levels may be conducted on 
daily basis following procedures in 
State and Local Area EAS plans. 

(b) Entries shall be made in broad-
cast station and cable system and wire-
less cable system records as specified 
in § 11.54(b)(12). 

[67 FR 18511, Apr. 16, 2002]

PART 13—COMMERCIAL RADIO 
OPERATORS

GENERAL 

13.1 Basis and purpose. 
13.3 Definitions. 
13.5 Licensed commercial radio operator re-

quired. 
13.7 Classification of operator licenses and 

endorsements. 
13.8 Authority conveyed. 
13.9 Eligibility and application for new li-

cense or endorsement. 
13.10 Licensee address. 
13.11 Holding more than one commercial 

radio operator license. 
13.13 Application for a renewed or modified 

license. 
13.15 License term. 
13.17 Replacement license. 
13.19 Operator’s responsibility.

EXAMINATION SYSTEM 

13.201 Qualifying for a commercial operator 
license or endorsement. 

13.203 Examination elements. 
13.207 Preparing an examination. 
13.209 Examination procedures. 
13.211 Commercial radio operator license 

examination. 
13.213 COLEM qualifications. 
13.215 Question pools. 
13.217 Records.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat. 1066, 1082 
as amended; 47 U.S.C. 154, 303.

SOURCE: 58 FR 9124, Feb. 19, 1993, unless 
otherwise noted.

GENERAL

§ 13.1 Basis and purpose. 
(a) Basis. The basis for the rules con-

tained in this part is the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended, and ap-
plicable treaties and agreements to 
which the United States is a party. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the rules 
in this part is to prescribe the manner 
and conditions under which commer-
cial radio operators are licensed by the 
Commission.

§ 13.3 Definitions. 
The definitions of terms used in part 

13 are: 
(a) COLEM. Commercial operator li-

cense examination manager. 
(b) Commercial radio operator. A per-

son holding a license or licenses speci-
fied in § 13.7(b). 

(c) GMDSS. Global Maritime Distress 
and Safety System. 

(d) FCC. Federal Communications 
Commission. 

(e) International Morse Code. A dot-
dash code as defined in International 
Telegraph and Telephone Consultative 
Committee (CCITT) Recommendation 
F.1 (1984), Division B, I. Morse code. 

(f) ITU. International Telecommuni-
cation Union. 

(g) PPC. Proof-of-Passing Certificate. 
(h) Question pool. All current exam-

ination questions for a designated writ-
ten examination element. 

(i) Question set. A series of examina-
tion questions on a given examination 
selected from the current question 
pool. 

(j) Radio Regulations. The latest ITU 
Radio Regulations to which the United 
States is a party.

§ 13.5 Licensed commercial radio oper-
ator required. 

Rules that require FCC station li-
censees to have certain transmitter op-
eration, maintenance, and repair duties 
performed by a commercial radio oper-
ator are contained in parts 23, 80, and 
87 of this chapter. 

[63 FR 68942, Dec. 14, 1998]
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