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Subpart A—General

§ 15.1 Scope of this part. 
(a) This part sets out the regulations 

under which an intentional, uninten-
tional, or incidental radiator may be 
operated without an individual license. 
It also contains the technical specifica-

tions, administrative requirements and 
other conditions relating to the mar-
keting of part 15 devices. 

(b) The operation of an intentional or 
unintentional radiator that is not in 
accordance with the regulations in this 
part must be licensed pursuant to the 
provisions of section 301 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, un-
less otherwise exempted from the li-
censing requirements elsewhere in this 
chapter. 

(c) Unless specifically exempted, the 
operation or marketing of an inten-
tional or unintentional radiator that is 
not in compliance with the administra-
tive and technical provisions in this 
part, including prior Commission au-
thorization or verification, as appro-
priate, is prohibited under section 302 
of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, and subpart I of part 2 of this 
chapter. The equipment authorization 
and verification procedures are de-
tailed in subpart J of part 2 of this 
chapter.

§ 15.3 Definitions. 
(a) Auditory assistance device. An in-

tentional radiator used to provide audi-
tory assistance to a handicapped per-
son or persons. Such a device may be 
used for auricular training in an edu-
cation institution, for auditory assist-
ance at places of public gatherings, 
such as a church, theater, or audito-
rium, and for auditory assistance to 
handicapped individuals, only, in other 
locations. 

(b) Biomedical telemetry device. An in-
tentional radiator used to transmit 
measurements of either human or ani-
mal biomedical phenomena to a re-
ceiver. 

(c) Cable input selector switch. A trans-
fer switch that is intended as a means 
to alternate between the reception of 
broadcast signals via connection to an 
antenna and the reception of cable tel-
evision service. 

(d) Cable locating equipment. An inten-
tional radiator used intermittently by 
trained operators to locate buried ca-
bles, lines, pipes, and similar struc-
tures or elements. Operation entails 
coupling a radio frequency signal onto 
the cable, pipes, etc. and using a re-
ceiver to detect the location of that 
structure or element. 
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