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Federal Communications Commission § 97.121

the transmissions. No station may 
transmit unidentified communications 
or signals, or transmit as the station 
call sign, any call sign not authorized 
to the station. 

(b) The call sign must be transmitted 
with an emission authorized for the 
transmitting channel in one of the fol-
lowing ways: 

(1) By a CW emission. When keyed by 
an automatic device used only for iden-
tification, the speed must not exceed 20 
words per minute; 

(2) By a phone emission in the 
English language. Use of a phonetic al-
phabet as an aid for correct station 
identification is encouraged; 

(3) By a RTTY emission using a spec-
ified digital code when all or part of 
the communications are transmitted 
by a RTTY or data emission; 

(4) By an image emission conforming 
to the applicable transmission stand-
ards, either color or monochrome, of 
§ 73.682(a) of the FCC Rules when all or 
part of the communications are trans-
mitted in the same image emission 

(c) One or more indicators may be in-
cluded with the call sign. Each indi-
cator must be separated from the call 
sign by the slant mark (/) or by any 
suitable word that denotes the slant 
mark. If an indicator is self-assigned, it 
must be included before, after, or both 
before and after, the call sign. No self-
assigned indicator may conflict with 
any other indicator specified by the 
FCC Rules or with any prefix assigned 
to another country. 

(d) When transmitting in conjunction 
with an event of special significance, a 
station may substitute for its assigned 
call sign a special event call sign as 
shown for that station for that period 
of time on the common data base co-
ordinated, maintained and dissemi-
nated by the special event call sign 
data base coordinators. Additionally, 
the station must transmit its assigned 
call sign at least once per hour during 
such transmissions. 

(e) When the operator license class 
held by the control operator exceeds 
that of the station licensee, an indi-
cator consisting of the call sign as-
signed to the control operator’s station 
must be included after the call sign. 

(f) When the control operator is a 
person who is exercising the rights and 

privileges authorized by § 97.9(b) of this 
part, an indicator must be included 
after the call sign as follows: 

(1) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice Class to Technical Class: KT; 

(2) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice, Technician, or Technician Plus 
Class to General Class: AG; 

(3) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice, Technician, Technician Plus, 
General, or Advanced Class to Amateur 
Extra Class: AE. 

(g) When the station is transmitting 
under the authority of § 97.107 of this 
part, an indicator consisting of the ap-
propriate letter-numeral designating 
the station location must be included 
before the call sign that was issued to 
the station by the country granting the 
license. For an amateur service license 
granted by the Government of Canada, 
however, the indicator must be in-
cluded after the call sign. At least once 
during each intercommunication, the 
identification announcement must in-
clude the geographical location as 
nearly as possible by city and state, 
commonwealth or possession. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 54 
FR 39535, Sept. 27, 1989; 55 FR 30457, July 26, 
1990; 56 FR 28, Jan. 2, 1991; 62 FR 17567, Apr. 
10, 1997; 63 FR 68980, Dec. 14, 1998; 64 FR 51471, 
Sept. 23, 1999; 66 FR 20752, Apr. 25, 2001]

§ 97.121 Restricted operation. 

(a) If the operation of an amateur 
station causes general interference to 
the reception of transmissions from 
stations operating in the domestic 
broadcast service when receivers of 
good engineering design, including ade-
quate selectivity characteristics, are 
used to receive such transmissions, and 
this fact is made known to the amateur 
station licensee, the amateur station 
shall not be operated during the hours 
from 8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., local time, 
and on Sunday for the additional pe-
riod from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m., local 
time, upon the frequency or fre-
quencies used when the interference is 
created. 

(b) In general, such steps as may be 
necessary to minimize interference to 
stations operating in other services 
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may be required after investigation by 
the FCC.

Subpart C—Special Operations

§ 97.201 Auxiliary station. 
(a) Any amateur station licensed to a 

holder of a Technician, Technician 
Plus, General, Advanced or Amateur 
Extra Class operator license may be an 
auxiliary station. A holder of a Techni-
cian, Technician Plus, General, Ad-
vanced or Amateur Extra Class oper-
ator license may be the control oper-
ator of an auxiliary station, subject to 
the privileges of the class of operator 
license held. 

(b) An auxiliary station may trans-
mit only on the 1.25 m and shorter 
wavelength bands, except the 219–220 
MHz, 222.000–222.150 MHz, 431–433 MHz, 
and 435–438 MHz segments. 

(c) Where an auxiliary station causes 
harmful interference to another auxil-
iary station, the licensees are equally 
and fully responsible for resolving the 
interference unless one station’s oper-
ation is recommended by a frequency 
coordinator and the other station’s is 
not. In that case, the licensee of the 
non-coordinated auxiliary station has 
primary responsibilty to resolve the in-
terference. 

(d) An auxiliary station may be auto-
matically controlled. 

(e) An auxiliary station may trans-
mit one-way communications. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 56 
FR 56171, Nov. 1, 1991; 60 FR 15687, Mar. 27, 
1995; 63 FR 68980, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 97.203 Beacon station. 
(a) Any amateur station licensed to a 

holder of a Technician, Technician 
Plus, General, Advanced or Amateur 
Extra Class operator license may be a 
beacon. A holder of a Technician, Tech-
nician Plus, General, Advanced or 
Amateur Extra Class operator license 
may be the control operator of a bea-
con, subject to the privileges of the 
class of operator license held. 

(b) A beacon must not concurrently 
transmit on more than 1 channel in the 
same amateur service frequency band, 
from the same station location. 

(c) The transmitter power of a beacon 
must not exceed 100 W. 

(d) A beacon may be automatically 
controlled while it is transmitting on 
the 28.20–28.30 MHz, 50.06–50.08 MHz, 
144.275–144.300 MHz, 222.05–222.06 MHz or 
432.300–432.400 MHz segments, or on the 
33 cm and shorter wavelength bands. 

(e) Before establishing an automati-
cally controlled beacon in the National 
Radio Quiet Zone or before changing 
the transmitting frequency, trans-
mitter power, antenna height or direc-
tivity, the station licensee must give 
written notification thereof to the In-
terference Office, National Radio As-
tronomy Observatory, P.O. Box 2, 
Green Bank, WV 24944. 

(1) The notification must include the 
geographical coordinates of the an-
tenna, antenna ground elevation above 
mean sea level (AMSL), antenna center 
of radiation above ground level (AGL), 
antenna directivity, proposed fre-
quency, type of emission, and trans-
mitter power. 

(2) If an objection to the proposed op-
eration is received by the FCC from the 
National Radio Astronomy Observ-
atory at Green Bank, Pocahontas 
County, WV, for itself or on behalf of 
the Naval Research Laboratory at 
Sugar Grove, Pendleton County, WV, 
within 20 days from the date of notifi-
cation, the FCC will consider all as-
pects of the problem and take whatever 
action is deemed appropriate. 

(f) A beacon must cease trans-
missions upon notification by an EIC 
that the station is operating improp-
erly or causing undue interference to 
other operations. The beacon may not 
resume transmitting without prior ap-
proval of the EIC. 

(g) A beacon may transmit one-way 
communications. 

(h) The provisions of this paragraph 
do not apply to repeaters that transmit 
on the 1.2 cm or shorter wavelength 
bands. Before establishing a repeater 
within 16 km (10 miles) of the Arecibo 
Observatory or before changing the 
transmitting frequency, transmitter 
power, antenna height or directivity of 
an existing repeater, the station li-
censee must give notification thereof 
at least 20 days in advance of planned 
peration to the Interference Office, 
Arecibo Observatory, Post Office Box 
995, Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00613, in writ-
ing or electronically, of the technical 
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