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14.214 [Reserved]

Subpart 14.3—Submission of Bids

14.301 Responsiveness of bids. 

(a) To be considered for award, a bid 
must comply in all material respects 
with the invitation for bids. Such com-
pliance enables bidders to stand on an 
equal footing and maintain the integ-
rity of the sealed bidding system. 

(b) Telegraphic bids shall not be con-
sidered unless permitted by the invita-
tion. The term telegraphic bids means 
bids submitted by telegram or by 
mailgram. 

(c) Facsimile bids shall not be consid-
ered unless permitted by the solicita-
tion (see 14.202–7). 

(d) Bids should be filled out, exe-
cuted, and submitted in accordance 
with the instructions in the invitation. 
If a bidder uses its own bid form or a 
letter to submit a bid, the bid may be 
considered only if (1) the bidder accepts 
all the terms and conditions of the in-
vitation and (2) award on the bid would 
result in a binding contract with terms 
and conditions that do not vary from 
the terms and conditions of the invita-
tion. 

(e) Bids submitted by electronic com-
merce shall be considered only if the 
electronic commerce method was spe-
cifically stipulated or permitted by the 
solicitation. 

[48 FR 42171, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1738, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 54 FR 48983, Nov. 28, 1989; 60 FR 34738, 
July 3, 1995]

14.302 Bid submission. 

(a) Bids shall be submitted so that 
they will be received in the office des-
ignated in the invitation for bids (re-
ferred to in paragraphs (b) and (c) 
below as the designated office) not later 
than the exact time set for opening of 
bids. 

(b) Except as specified in paragraph 
(c) below, if telegraphic bids are au-
thorized, a telegraphic bid that is com-
municated by means of a telephone call 
to the designated office shall be consid-
ered if— 

(1) Agency regulations authorize such 
consideration; 

(2) The telephone call is made by the 
telegraph office that received the tele-
graphic bid; 

(3) The telephone call is received by 
the designated office not later than the 
time set for the bid opening; 

(4) The telegraph office that received 
the telegraphic bid sends the des-
ignated office the telegram that 
formed the basis for the telephone call; 

(5) The telegram indicates on its face 
that it was received in the telegraph 
office before the telephone call was re-
ceived by the designated office; and 

(6) The bid in the telegram is iden-
tical in all essential respects to the bid 
received in the telephone call from the 
telegraph office. 

(c) If the conditions in paragraph (b) 
above apply and the bid received by 
telephone is the apparent low bid, 
award may not be made until the tele-
gram is received by the designated of-
fice; however, if the telegram is not re-
ceived by the designated office within 5 
days after the bid opening date, the bid 
shall be rejected.

14.303 Modification or withdrawal of 
bids. 

(a) Bids may be modified or with-
drawn by any method authorized by 
the solicitation, if notice is received in 
the office designated in the solicitation 
not later than the exact time set for 
opening of bids. Unless proscribed by 
agency regulations, a telegraphic 
modification or withdrawal of a bid re-
ceived in such office by telephone from 
the receiving telegraph office shall be 
considered. However, the message shall 
be confirmed by the telegraph company 
by sending a copy of the written tele-
gram that formed the basis for the 
telephone call. If the solicitation au-
thorizes facsimile bids, bids may be 
modified or withdrawn via facsimile re-
ceived at any time before the exact 
time set for receipt of bids, subject to 
the conditions specified in the provi-
sion prescribed in 14.201–6(v). Modifica-
tions received by telephone (including 
a record of those telephoned by the 
telegraph company) or facsimile shall 
be sealed in an envelope by a proper of-
ficial. The official shall write on the 
envelope (1) the date and time of re-
ceipt and by whom, and (2) the number 
of the invitation for bids, and shall 
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