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1817.7301–5), and the mechanism for pro-
viding pertinent subsequent phase pro-
posal information (e.g., statements of 
work, specifications, proposal prepara-
tion instructions, and evaluation fac-
tors for award) must be described. 

(6) Each subsequent phase of the ac-
quisition will be synopsized in accord-
ance with FAR 5.201 and 5.203. 

(7) Notwithstanding the expectation 
that only the initial phase contractors 
will be capable of successfully com-
peting for the subsequent phase(s), pro-
posals from all responsible sources sub-
mitted by the specified due date will be 
considered. In order to contend for sub-
sequent phase awards, however, such 
prospective offerors must demonstrate 
a design maturity equivalent to that of 
the prior phase contractors. Failure to 
fully and completely demonstrate the 
appropriate level of design maturity 
may render the proposal unacceptable 
with no further consideration for con-
tract award. 

(b) In addition to the information in 
paragraph (a) of this section, the syn-
opsis for the subsequent phase(s) must 
identify the current phase contractors.

1817.7301–5 Progressive competition. 
(a) To streamline the acquisition 

process, the preferred approach for 
NASA phased acquisitions is the 
‘‘progressive competition’’ down-selec-
tion technique in which new, formal so-
licitations are not issued for phases 
subsequent to the initial phase. Subse-
quent phase proposals are requested by 
less formal means, normally by a letter 
accompanied by the appropriate pro-
posal preparation and evaluation infor-
mation. 

(b) When using the progressive com-
petition technique, if a prospective of-
feror other than one of the preceding 
phase contractors responds to the syn-
opsis for a subsequent phase and indi-
cates an intention to submit a pro-
posal, the contracting officer shall pro-
vide to that offeror all the material 
furnished to the preceding phase con-
tractors necessary to submit a pro-
posal. This information includes the 
preceding phase solicitation, contracts, 
and system performance and design re-
quirements, as well as all proposal 
preparation instructions and evalua-
tion factors. In addition, the prospec-

tive offeror must be advised of all re-
quirements necessary for demonstra-
tion of a design maturity equivalent to 
that of the preceding phase contrac-
tors. 

(c) A key feature of the progressive 
competition technique is that a formal 
solicitation is normally not required. 
However, when the Government re-
quirements or evaluation procedures 
change so significantly after release of 
the initial phase solicitation that a 
substantial portion of the information 
provided in the initial phase synopsis, 
solicitation, or contracts is no longer 
valid, a new solicitation shall be issued 
for the next phase. 

(d) Subsequent phase proposals 
should be requested by a letter includ-
ing the following: 

(1) A specified due date for the pro-
posals along with a statement that the 
late proposal information in paragraph 
(c)(3) of FAR 52.215–1, Instructions to 
Offerors—Competitive Acquisition, ap-
plies to the due date. 

(2) Complete instructions for pro-
posal preparation, including page limi-
tations, if any. 

(3) Final evaluation factors. 
(4) Any statement of work, specifica-

tions, or other contract requirements 
that have changed since the initial so-
licitation. 

(5) All required clause changes appli-
cable to new work effective since the 
preceding phase award. 

(6) Any representations or certifi-
cations, if required. 

(7) Any other required contract up-
dates (e.g., small and small disadvan-
taged business goals). 

(e) Certain factors may clearly dic-
tate that the progressive competition 
technique should not be used. For ex-
ample, if it is likely that NASA may 
introduce a design concept independent 
of those explored by the preceding 
phase contractors, it is also likely that 
a new, formal solicitation is necessary 
for the subsequent phase and all poten-
tial offerors should be solicited. In this 
circumstance, progressive competition 
is inappropriate.

1817.7302 Contract clauses. 

(a) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the clause at 1852.217–71, Phased 
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