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project plan is required, use of the in-
vestigation acquisition system will be
justified and recommended in the
project planning documentation and
will be coordinated with staff offices
and discussed in the planning presen-
tation to the Deputy Administrator or
designee.

Subpart 1872.3—The
Announcement of Opportunity

1872.301 General.

An announcement of opportunity
(AO) is characterized by its generality.
However, it is essential that the AO
contains sufficient data in order to ob-
tain meaningful proposals. To a consid-
erable extent, the detail and depth of
the AO will depend on the objective.
The purpose is to get adequate infor-
mation to assess the relevance, merit,
cost, and management requirements
without overburdening the proposer.

1872.302

(a) Headquarters offices and the re-
sponsible project installation must
consult prior to release of the AO.

(b) The program office shall:

(1) Synopsize the AO in the Com-
merce Business Daily and on the NAIS
prior to release.

(2) Determine if there is instrumenta-
tion or support equipment available
which may be appropriate to the AO
with all necessary background data
considered essential for use by a pro-
poser;

(3) Determine mailing lists, including
the mailing list maintained by the
International Affairs Division, Office of
External Relations, for broad dissemi-
nation of the AO; and

(4) Assure mandatory provisions are
contained in the AO.

(c) Other methods of dissemination of
the AO may also be used, such as the
use of press releases, etc. When pos-
sible, the AO should be widely pub-
licized through publications of appro-
priate professional societies; however,
NASA policy does not allow payment
for the placement of advertisements.

Preparatory effort.

[62 FR 4477, Jan. 30, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 9966, Feb. 27, 1998]

1872.304

1872.303 Responsibilities.

(a) The program office originator is
responsible for the content of the AO
and coordination with concerned Head-
quarters offices and field installations.
All personnel involved in the evalua-
tion of proposals are responsible for fa-
miliarizing themselves and complying
with this part and other applicable reg-
ulations. To this end, they are expected
to seek the advice and guidance of ap-
propriate Headquarters program and
staff offices, and Project Installation
management.

(b) The Program Office is also respon-
sible for coordinating the AO with the
International Affairs, Educational Af-
fairs, Management Support Divisions,
Office of External Relations, Office of
General Counsel, Office of Safety and
Mission Assurance, and Office of Pro-
curement prior to issuance (see NPD
1360.2, Initiation and Development of
International Cooperation in Space and
Aeronautical Programs).

(c) Concurrence of the Office of Pro-
curement is required before issuance of
an AO.

[62 FR 4477, Jan. 30, 1977, as amended at 63
FR 32764, June 16, 1998; 64 FR 36606, July 7,
1999; 67 FR 61520, Oct. 1, 2002]

1872.304 Proposal opportunity period.

(a) The AO must accommodate to the
maximum extent practicable opportu-
nities afforded by the Shuttle/Spacelab
flights. The following methods may be
used to enable an AO to be open for an
extended period of time and/or to cover
a series or range of flight possibilities
or disciplines:

(1) The AO may be issued estab-
lishing a number of proposal submis-
sion dates. Normally, no more than
three proposal submission dates should
be established. The submittal dates
may be spread over the number of
months most compatible with the pos-
sible flight opportunities and the avail-
ability of resources necessary to evalu-
ate and fund the proposals.

(2) The AO may be issued estab-
lishing a single proposal submission
date. However, the AO could provide
that NASA amend the AO to provide
for subsequent dates for submission of
proposals, if additional investigations
are desired within the AO objectives.
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1872.305

(3) The AO may provide for an initial
submission date with the AO to remain
open for submission of additional pro-
posals up to a final cutoff date. This
final date should be related to the
availability of resources necessary to
evaluate the continuous flow of pro-
posals, the time remaining prior to the
flight opportunity(s) contemplated by
the AO, and payload funding and avail-
ability.

(b) Generally, a core payload of in-
vestigations would be selected from the
initial submission of proposals under
the above methods of open-ended AOs.
These selections could be final or ten-
tative recognizing the need for further
definition. Proposals received by subse-
quent submission dates would be con-
sidered in the scope of the original AO
but would be subject to the opportuni-
ties and resources remaining available
or the progress being made by prior se-
lected investigations.

(c) Any proposal, whether received on
the initial submission or subsequent
submission, requires notification to the
investigator and the investigator’s in-
stitution of the proposal disposition.
Some of the proposals will be rejected
completely and the investigators im-
mediately notified. The remaining
unselected proposals may, if agreeable
with the proposers, be held for later
consideration and funding and the in-
vestigator so notified. However, if an
investigator’s proposal is considered at
a later date, the investigator must be
given an opportunity to validate the
proposal with the investigator’s insti-
tution and for updating the cost and
other data contained in the original
submission prior to a final selection. In
summary, NASA may retain proposals,
receiving Category I, II, or III classi-
fications (see 1872.403-1(e)), for possible
later sponsorship until no longer fea-
sible to consider the proposal. When
this final stage is reached, the investi-
gator must be promptly notified. Pro-
posing investigators not desiring their
proposals be held for later consider-
ation should be given the opportunity
to so indicate in their original submis-
sions.

48 CFR Ch. 18 (10-1-02 Edition)

1872.305 Guidelines for Announcement
of Opportunity.

(a) The AO should be tailored to the
particular needs of the contemplated
investigations and be complete in
itself. Each AO will identify the origi-
nating program office and be numbered
consecutively by calendar year, e.g.,
0A-1-95, OA-2-95; OLMSA-1-95; OSS-1-
95; etc. The required format and de-
tailed instructions regarding the con-
tents of the AO are contained in
1872.705.

(b) The General Instructions and Pro-
visions, (see 1872.705-1) are necessary to
accommodate the unique aspects of the
AO process. Therefore, they must be
appended to each AO.

(c) At the time of issuance, copies of
the AO must be furnished to Head-
quarters, Office of Procurement (Code
HS) and Office of General Counsel
(Code GK).

(d) Proposers should be informed of
significant departures from scheduled
dates for activities related in the AO.

[62 FR 4477, Jan. 30, 1997, as amended at 64
FR 36606, July 7, 1999; 66 FR 82297, Dec. 28,
2000]

1872.306 Announcement of oppor-
tunity soliciting foreign participa-
tion.

Foreign proposals or U.S. proposals
with foreign participation shall be
treated in accordance with 1835.016-70.
Additional guidelines applicable to for-
eign proposers are contained in the
Management Plan Section of 1872.705-2
and must be included in any Guidelines
for Proposal Preparation or otherwise
furnished to foreign proposers.

[64 FR 48562, Sept. 7, 1999, as amended at 65
FR 82297, Dec. 28, 2000]

1872.307 Guidelines for proposal prep-
aration.

While not all of the guidelines out-
lined in 1872.705-2 will be applicable in
response to every AO, the investigator
should be informed of the relevant in-
formation required. The proposal may
be submitted on a form supplied by the
Program Office. However, the proposal
should be submitted in at least two
sections:
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