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Subpart 301.1—Purpose, Authority,
Issuance

301.101 Purpose.

(a) The Department of Health and
Human Services Acquisition Regula-
tion (HHSAR) is issued to establish
uniform acquisition policies and proce-
dures for the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) which conform
to the Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR) System.

(b) The HHSAR implements and sup-
plements the FAR. (Implementing ma-
terial expands upon or indicates the
manner of compliance with related
FAR material. Supplementing material

is new material which has no counter-
part in the FAR.)

(c) The HHSAR contains all formal
departmental policies and procedures
that govern the acquisition process or
otherwise control contracting relation-
ships between the Department’s con-
tracting offices and contractors.

301.103 Authority.

(b) The HHSAR is prescribed by the
Assistant Secretary for Management
and Budget under the authority of 5
U.S.C. 301 and section 205(c) of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Serv-
ices Act of 1949, as amended (40 U.S.C.
486(c)), as delegated by the Secretary.

(c) The HHSAR is issued in the Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR) as Chap-
ter 3 of Title 48, Department of Health
and Human Services Acquisition Regu-
lation. It may be referenced as ‘48 CFR
Chapter 3.”

301.106 OMB approval under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act.

(a) The following OMB control num-
bers apply to the information collec-
tion and recordkeeping requirements
contained in this chapter:

HHSAR segment OMBNcontrol

0.
3154 i 0990-0139
324.70 . . 0990-0136
342.7101 ...... 0990-0131
352.224-70 ... 0990-0137
352.224-70 ... 0990-0136
352.233-70 ... 0990-0133
352.270-1 ..... 0990-0129
352.270-2 ..... 0990-0129
352.270-3 ... 0990-0129
352.270-5 ..... 0990-0130
352.270-8 ..... 0990-0128
352.270-9 ... 0990-0128
0990-0129
................ 0990-0129

(b) The OMB control number ‘“OMB
No. 0990-0115" is to be included in the
upper right corner of the first page of
all solicitations, purchase orders, and
contracts issued by departmental con-
tracting activities. The number rep-
resents approval of the HHS acquisi-
tion process and covers recordkeeping
and reporting requirements which are
unique to individual acquisitions (e.g.,



301.270

requirements contained in specifica-
tions, statements of work, etc.).

Subpart 301.2—Administration

301.270 Executive Committee for Ac-
quisition.

(a) The Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Grants and Acquisition Manage-
ment has established the Executive
Committee for Acquisition (ECA) to as-
sist and facilitate the planning and de-
velopment of departmental acquisition
policies and procedures and to assist in
responding to other agencies and orga-
nizations concerning policies and pro-
cedures impacting the Federal acquisi-
tion process.

(b) The ECA consists of members and
alternates from the Office of Acquisi-
tion Management, Administration for
Children and Families, Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality,
Health Care Financing Administration,
Program Support Center, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, Food
and Drug Administration, Health Re-
sources and Services Administration,
Indian Health Service, National Insti-
tutes of Health, and Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration. The ECA is chaired by the Di-
rector, Office of Acquisition Manage-
ment. All meetings will be held at the
call of the Chair, and all activities will
be carried out under the direction of
the Chair.

(c) The ECA, to facilitate the plan-
ning, development, and coordination of
governmentwide and departmentwide
acquisition policies and procedures, is
to:

(1) Advise and assist the Chair con-
cerning major acquisition policy mat-
ters;

(2) Review and appraise, at appro-
priate intervals, the overall effective-
ness of existing policies and proce-
dures; and

(3) Review and appraise the impact of
new major acquisition policies, proce-
dures, regulations, and development on
current acquisition policies and proce-
dures.

(d) The Chair will periodically issue a
list of current members and alternates
specifying the name, title, organiza-
tion, address, and telephone number of
each. The member organizations are re-
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sponsible for apprising the Chair when-
ever a new member or alternate is to
be appointed to the ECA, or an organi-
zational change retitles the individual
or organization.

Subpart 301.4—Deviations From
the FAR

301.403 Individual deviations.

Requests for individual deviations to
either the FAR or HHSAR shall be pre-
pared in accordance with 301.470 and
forwarded through administrative
channels to the Director, Office of Ac-
quisition Management for review and
approval.

301.404 Class deviations.

Requests for class deviations to ei-
ther the FAR or HHSAR shall be pre-
pared in accordance with 301.470 and
forwarded through administrative
channels to the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Grants and Acquisition Man-
agement for review and approval.

301.470 Procedure.

(a) When a contracting office deter-
mines that a deviation is needed, it
shall prepare a deviation request in
memorandum form and forward it
through administrative channels to the
official designated in 301.403 or 301.404.
In an exigency situation, the con-
tracting office may request a deviation
verbally, through normal acquisition
channels, but is required to confirm
the request in writing as soon as pos-
sible.

(b) A deviation request shall clearly
and precisely set forth the:

(1) Nature of the needed deviation;

(2) Identification of the FAR or
HHSAR citation from which the devi-
ation is needed;

(3) Circumstances under which the
deviation would be used;

(4) Intended effect of the deviation;

(5) Period or applicability;

(6) Reasons which will contribute to
complete understanding and support of
the requested deviation. A copy of per-
tinent background papers such as a
contractor’s request should accompany
the deviation request.; and

(7) Suggested wording for the devi-
ation (if applicable).



