Health and Human Services

Subpart 301.6—Career Develop-
ment, Contracting Authority,
and Responsibilities

301.602 Contracting officers.

301.602-3 Ratification of unauthorized
commitments.

(b) Policy. (1) The Government is not
bound by agreements or contractual
commitments made to prospective con-
tractors by persons to whom con-
tracting authority has not been dele-
gated. However, execution of otherwise
proper contracts made by individuals
without contracting authority, or by
contracting officers in excess of the
limits of their delegated authority,
may be later ratified. The ratification
must be in the form of a written docu-
ment clearly stating that ratification
of a previously unauthorized act is in-
tended and must be signed by the head
of the contracting activity (HCA).

(2) The HCA is the official authorized
to ratify an unauthorized commitment
(but see paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion).

(3) Ratification authority for actions
up to $25,000 may be redelegated by the
HCA to the chief of the contracting of-
fice (CCO). No other redelegations are
authorized.

(c) Limitations. (5) The concurrence of
legal counsel concerning the payment
issue is optional.

(e) Procedures. (1) The individual who
made the unauthorized contractual
commitment shall furnish the review-
ing contracting officer all records and
documents concerning the commit-
ment and a complete written state-
ment of facts, including, but not lim-
ited to: a statement as to why the con-
tracting office was not used, a state-
ment as to why the proposed con-
tractor was selected, a list of other
sources considered, a description of
work to be performed or products to be
furnished, the estimated or agreed con-
tract price, a citation of the appropria-
tion available, and a statement wheth-
er the contractor has commenced per-
formance.

(2) The contracting officer will re-
view the submitted material, and pre-
pare the ratification document if he/
she determines that the commitment
may be ratifiable. The contracting offi-
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cer shall forward the ratification docu-
ment and the submitted material to
the HCA or CCO with any comments or
information which should be consid-
ered in evaluation of the request for
ratification. If legal review is desir-
able, the HCA or CCO will coordinate
the request for ratification with the Of-
fice of General Counsel, Business and
Administrative Law Division.

(3) If ratification is authorized by the
HCA or CCO, the file will be returned,
along with the ratification document,
to the contracting officer for issuance
of a purchase order or contract, as ap-
propriate.

301.603 Selection, appointment, and

termination of appointment.

301.603-1 General.

(a) The appointment and termination
of appointment of contracting officers
shall be made by the head of the con-
tracting activity (HCA). This authority
is not delegable.

(b) The contracting officer appoint-
ment document for personnel in the
GS-1101, 1102, and 1105 series, as well as
personnel in any other series who will
obligate the Government to the ex-
penditure of funds in excess of the
micro-purchase threshold, shall be the
Standard Form (SF)—1402, Certificate
of Appointment. The HCA may deter-
mine an alternative appointment docu-
ment for appointments at or below
that threshold. Changes to appoint-
ments shall be made by issuing a new
appointment document. Each appoint-
ment document shall be prepared and
maintained in accordance with FAR
1.603-1 and shall state the limits of the
individual’s authority.

(c) An individual must be certified at
the appropriate level under the HHS
Acquisition Certification Program as a
prerequisite to being appointed as a
contracting officer with authority to
obligate funds in excess of the micro-
purchase threshold (see 301.603-3(a)).
The HCA will determine and require
appropriate training for individuals ap-
pointed as contracting officers at lower
dollar levels. An individual shall be ap-
pointed as a contracting officer only in
instances where a valid organizational
need can be demonstrated. Factors to
be considered in assessing the need for
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an appointment of a contracting officer
include volume of actions, complexity
of work, and structure of the organiza-
tion.

301.603-2 Selection.

Nominations for appointment of con-
tracting officers shall be submitted to
the HCA through appropriate organiza-
tional channels for review. The nomi-
nation package, which is usually initi-
ated by the prospective contracting of-
ficer’s immediate supervisor, shall nor-
mally include the nominee’s current
personal qualifications statement or
job history, including the information
required by FAR 1.603-2, a copy of his/
her most recent performance appraisal,
and a copy of the certificate issued
under the HHS Acquisition Certifi-
cation Program indicating the nomi-
nee’s current certification level, if ap-
plicable. The HCA will determine the
documentation required, consistent
with FAR 1.603-2, when the resulting
appointment and authority will not ex-
ceed the micro-purchase threshold.

301.603-3 Appointment.

(a) Contracting officer appointments
shall be made at levels commensurate
with nominees’ certification levels as
follows:

(1) Level I—Purchasing Agent—Re-
quired for all personnel in the GS-1102
and 1105 series having signature au-
thority for simplified acquisitions, in-
cluding orders from GSA sources over
the micro-purchase threshold.

(2) Level II—Acquisition Official—Re-
quired for all personnel in the GS-1102
series. Sufficient for delegation of con-
tracting officer authority up to
$500,000.

(3) Level III—Senior Acquisition Offi-
cial—Required for all personnel in the
GS-1102 series for delegation of con-
tracting officer authority above
$500,000.

(4) Level IV—Acquisition Manager—
Required for delegation of pre-award
review and approval authority as speci-
fied in subpart 304.71.

(b) If it is essential to appoint an in-
dividual who does not fully meet the
certification requirements of this sec-
tion for the contracting officer author-
ity sought, an interim appointment
may be granted by the HCA. Interim
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appointments may not exceed one (1)
year in total, and shall not be granted
unless the individual can meet the cer-
tification requirements within one
year from the date of appointment. If
the certification requirements are not
met by that date, the appointment will
automatically terminate and cannot be
renewed.

301.603-4 Termination.

Termination of contracting officer
appointments shall be accomplished in
accordance with FAR 1.603-4.

301.603-70 Delegation of contracting
officer responsibilities.

(a) Contracting officer responsibil-
ities which do not involve the obliga-
tion (or deobligation) of funds or result
in establishing or modifying contrac-
tual provisions may be delegated by
the contracting officer by means of a
written memorandum which clearly de-
lineates the delegation and its limits.

(b) Contracting officers may des-
ignate individuals as ordering officials
to make purchases or place orders
under blanket purchase agreements, in-
definite delivery contracts, or other
pre-established mechanisms. Ordering
officials, including those under NIH’s
DELPRO, are not contracting officers.

(c) Project officers are required to
complete the training specified in
307.170, while ordering officials and oth-
ers should receive sufficient instruc-
tion from the contracting officer to en-
sure the appropriate exercise of the re-
sponsibilities and knowledge of their
limitations.
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