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Federal Acquisition Regulation 32.407

32.406 Letters of credit. 
(a) The Department of the Treasury 

(Treasury) prescribes regulations and 
instructions covering the use of letters 
of credit for advance payments under 
contracts. See Treasury Department 
Circular 1075 (31 CFR part 205), and the 
implementing instructions in the 
Treasury Financial Manual, available 
in offices providing financial advice 
and assistance. 

(b) If agencies provide advance pay-
ments to contractors, use of the fol-
lowing methods is required unless the 
agency has obtained a waiver from the 
Treasury Department: 

(1) By letter of credit if the con-
tracting agency expects to have a con-
tinuing relationship with the con-
tractor for a year or more, with ad-
vances totaling at least $120,000 a year. 

(2) By direct Treasury check if the 
circumstances do not meet the criteria 
in subparagraph (1) above. 

(c) If the agency has entered into 
multiple contracts (or a combination 
of contract(s) and assistance agree-
ment(s)) involving eligibility of a con-
tractor for more than one letter of 
credit, the agency shall follow arrange-
ments made under Treasury procedures 
for (1) consolidating funding to the 
same contractor under one letter of 
credit or (2) replacing multiple letters 
of credit with a single letter of credit. 

(d) The letter of credit enables the 
contractor to withdraw Government 
funds in amounts needed to cover its 
own disbursements of cash for contract 
performance. Whenever feasible, the 
agency shall, under the direction and 
approval of the Department of the 
Treasury, use a letter of credit method 
that requires the contractor not to 
withdraw the Government funds until 
the contractor’s checks have been (1) 
forwarded to the payees (delay of draw-
down technique), or (2) presented to the 
contractor’s bank for payment (checks 
paid technique) (see 31 CFR 205.3 and 
205.4(d)). 

(e) The Treasury regulations provide 
for terminating the advance financing 
arrangement if the contractor is un-
willing or unable to minimize the 
elapsed time between receipt of the ad-
vance and disbursement of the funds. 
In such cases, if reversion to normal 
payment methods is not feasible, the 

Treasury regulation provides for use of 
a working capital method of advance; 
i.e., for limiting advances to (1) only 
the estimated disbursements for a 
given initial period and (2) subse-
quently, for only actual cash disburse-
ments (31 CFR 205.3(k) and 205.7). 

[48 FR 42328, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 19805, May 27, 1987]

32.407 Interest. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(d) below, the contracting officer shall 
charge interest on the daily unliqui-
dated balance of all advance payments 
at the higher of— 

(1) The published prime rate of the fi-
nancial institution (depository) in 
which the special account (see 32.409–3) 
is established; or 

(2) The rate established by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury under 50 U.S.C. 
App. 1215(b)(2). 

(b) The interest rate for advance pay-
ments shall be adjusted for changes in 
the prime rate of the depository and 
the semiannual determination by the 
Secretary of the Treasury under 50 
U.S.C. App. 1215(b)(2). The contracting 
officer shall obtain data from the de-
pository on changes in the interest 
rate during the month. Interest shall 
be computed at the end of each month 
on the daily unliquidated balance of 
advance payments at the applicable 
daily interest rate. 

(c) Interest shall be required on con-
tracts that are for acquisition, at cost, 
of facilities for Government ownership, 
if the contracts are awarded in com-
bination with, or in contemplation of, 
supply contracts or subcontracts. 

(d) The agency head or designee may 
authorize advance payments without 
interest under the following types of 
contracts, if in the Government’s inter-
est: 

(1) Contracts for experimental, re-
search, or development work (including 
studies, surveys, and demonstrations in 
socio-economic areas) with nonprofit 
education or research institutions. 

(2) Contracts solely for the manage-
ment and operation of Government-
owned plants. 

(3) Cost-reimbursement contracts 
with governments, including State or 
local governments, or their instrumen-
talities. 
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(4) Other classes of contracts, or un-
usual cases, for which the exclusion of 
interest on advances is specifically au-
thorized by agency procedures. 

(e) If a contract provides for interest-
free advance payments, the contracting 
officer may require the contractor to 
charge interest on advances or 
downpayments to subcontractors and 
credit the Government for the proceeds 
from the interest charges. Interest 
rates shall be determined as described 
in paragraphs (a) and (b) above. The 
contracting officer need not require the 
contractor to charge interest on an ad-
vance to a subcontractor that is an in-
stitution of the kind described in para-
graph (d)(1). 

(f) The contracting officer shall not 
allow interest charges, required by this 
32.407, as reimbursable costs under 
cost-reimbursement contracts, whether 
the interest charge was incurred by the 
prime contractor or a subcontractor. 

[48 FR 42328, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 66 
FR 2138, Jan. 10, 2001]

32.408 Application for advance pay-
ments. 

(a) A contractor may apply for ad-
vance payments before or after the 
award of a contract. 

(b) The contractor shall submit any 
advance payment request in writing to 
the contracting officer and provide the 
following information: 

(1) A reference to the contract if the 
request concerns an existing contract, 
or a reference to the solicitation if the 
request concerns a proposed contract. 

(2) A cash flow forecast showing esti-
mated disbursements and receipts for 
the period of contract performance. If 
the application pertains to a type of 
contract described in 32.403(a) or (b), 
the contractor shall limit the forecast 
to the contract to be financed by ad-
vance payments. 

(3) The proposed total amount of ad-
vance payments. 

(4) The name and address of the fi-
nancial institution at which the con-
tractor expects to establish a special 
account as depository for the advance 
payments. If advance payments in the 
form of a letter of credit are antici-
pated, the contractor shall identify the 
specific account at the financial insti-
tution to be used. This subparagraph 

(4) is not applicable if an alternate 
method is used under agency proce-
dures. 

(5) A description of the contractor’s 
efforts to obtain unguaranteed private 
financing or a V-loan (see 32.301) under 
eligible contracts. This requirement is 
not applicable to the contract types de-
scribed in 32.403(a) or (b). 

(6) Other information appropriate to 
an understanding of (i) the contractor’s 
financial condition and need, (ii) the 
contractor’s ability to perform the con-
tract without loss to the Government, 
and (iii) financial safeguards needed to 
protect the Government’s interest. Or-
dinarily, if the contract is a type de-
scribed in 32.403(a) or (b), the con-
tractor may limit the response to this 
subparagraph (6) to information on the 
contractor’s reliability, technical abil-
ity, and accounting system and con-
trols. 

[48 FR 42328, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 66 
FR 2138, Jan. 10, 2001]

32.409 Contracting officer action. 
After analysis of the contractor’s ap-

plication and any appropriate inves-
tigation, the contracting officer shall 
recommend approval or disapproval 
and transmit the request and rec-
ommendation to the approving author-
ity designated under 32.402(e).

32.409–1 Recommendation for ap-
proval. 

If recommending approval, the con-
tracting officer shall transmit the fol-
lowing, under agency procedures, to 
the approving authority: 

(a) Contract data, including— 
(1) Identification and date of the 

award; 
(2) Citation of the appropriation; 
(3) Type and dollar amount of the 

contract; 
(4) Items to be supplied, schedule of 

deliveries or performance, and status of 
any deliveries or performance; 

(5) The contract fee or profit con-
templated; and 

(6) A copy of the contract, if avail-
able. 

(b) The contractor’s request and sup-
porting information. 

(c) A report on the contractor’s past 
performance, responsibility, technical 
ability, and plant capacity. 
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