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402.000 Scope of part. 

As used throughout this chapter, the 
following words and terms are used as 
defined in this subpart unless the con-
text in which they are used clearly re-
quires a different meaning, or a dif-
ferent definition is prescribed for a par-
ticular part or portion of a part.

Subpart 402.1—Definitions

402.101 Definitions. 

Acquisition official means an indi-
vidual who has been delegated author-
ity to manage or to exercise acquisi-
tion functions and responsibilities. 

Agency head or Head of the Agency 
means the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Deputy Secretary, or the Assistant 
Secretary for Administration. 

Head of the contracting activity (HCA) 
means the official who has overall re-
sponsibility for managing the con-
tracting activity (i.e., Chief, Forest 
Service; Administrator, Agricultural 
Research Service; etc.), or the indi-
vidual designated by such an official to 
carry out the functions of the HCA. 

Senior Procurement Executive (SPE) 
means the agency official appointed as 
such by the head of the agency pursu-
ant to Executive Order 12931. The Di-
rector, Office of Procurement and 
Property Management, has been des-
ignated as the USDA SPE. 

[61 FR 53646, Oct. 15, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 26994, May 15, 1998]

PART 403—IMPROPER BUSINESS 
PRACTICES AND PERSONAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Subpart 403.1—Safeguards

Sec.
403.101 Standards of conduct. 
403.101–3 Agency regulations. 
403.104 Procurement integrity. 
403.104–5 [Reserved] 
403.104–10 Violations or possible violations.

Subpart 403.2—Contractor Gratuities to 
Government Personnel

403.203 Reporting suspected violations of 
the gratuities clause. 

403.204 Treatment of violations.

Subpart 403.3—Reports of Suspected 
Antitrust Violations

403.303 Reporting suspected antitrust viola-
tions.

Subpart 403.4—Contingent Fees

403.409 Misrepresentations or violations of 
the Covenant Against Contingent Fees.

Subpart 403.5—Other Improper Business 
Practices

403.502 Subcontractor kickbacks.

Subpart 403.6—Contracts With Govern-
ment Employees or Organizations 
Owned or Controlled by Them

403.602 Exceptions. 
403.603 Responsibilities of the contracting 

officer.

Subpart 403.8—Limitation on the Payment 
of Funds to Influence Federal Transactions

403.806 Processing suspected violations

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 40 U.S.C. 
486(c).

SOURCE: 61 FR 53646, Oct. 15, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 403.1—Safeguards

403.101 Standards of conduct.

403.101–3 Agency regulations. 
(a) The standards of conduct for 

USDA procurement officials are the 
uniform standards established by the 
Office of Government Ethics in 5 CFR 
Part 2635, Standards of Ethical Conduct 
for Employees of the Executive Branch, 
and FAR 3.104, Procurement integrity. 

(b) Procurement officials and other 
employees who require advice con-
cerning the application of standards of 
conduct to any acquisition issue shall 
obtain ethics advisory opinions from 
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