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Federal Acquisition Regulation 5.301

when the contemplated contract action 
is for supplies or when the overall ac-
quisition can best be described as sup-
plies based upon value:

Code Description 

10 Weapons. 
11 Nuclear ordnance. 
12 Fire control equipment. 
13 Ammunition and explosives. 
14 Guided missiles. 
15 Aircraft and airframe structural components. 
16 Aircraft components and accessories. 
17 Aircraft launching, landing, and ground handling 

equipment. 
18 Space vehicles. 
19 Ships, small craft, pontoons, and floating docks. 
20 Ship and marine equipment. 
22 Railway equipment. 
23 Ground effect vehicles, motor vehicles, trailers, 

and cycles. 
24 Tractors. 
25 Vehicular equipment components. 
26 Tires and tubes. 
28 Engines, turbines, and components. 
29 Engine accessories. 
30 Mechanical power transmission equipment. 
31 Bearings. 
32 Woodworking machinery and equipment. 
34 Metalworking machinery. 
35 Service and trade equipment. 
36 Special industry machinery. 
37 Agricultural machinery and equipment. 
38 Construction, mining, excavating, and highway 

maintenance equipment. 
39 Materials handling equipment. 
40 Rope, cable, chain, and fittings. 
41 Refrigeration, air-conditioning, and air circulating 

equipment. 
42 Fire fighting, rescue, and safety equipment. 
43 Pumps and compressors. 
44 Furnace, steam plant, and drying equipment; 

and nuclear reactors. 
45 Plumbing, heating, and sanitation equipment. 
46 Water purification and sewage treatment equip-

ment. 
47 Pipe, tubing, hose, and fittings. 
48 Valves. 
49 Maintenance and repair shop equipment. 
51 Hand tools. 
52 Measuring tools. 
53 Hardware and abrasives. 
54 Prefabricated structures and scaffolding. 
55 Lumber, millwork, plywood, and veneer. 
56 Construction and building materials. 
58 Communication, detection, and coherent radi-

ation equipment. 
59 Electrical and electronic equipment compo-

nents. 
60 Fiber optics materials, components, assemblies, 

and accessories. 
61 Electric wire, and power and distribution equip-

ment. 
62 Lighting fixtures and lamps. 
63 Alarm, signal, and security detection systems. 
65 Medical, dental, and veterinary equipment and 

supplies. 
66 Instruments and laboratory equipment. 
67 Photographic equipment. 
68 Chemicals and chemical products. 
69 Training aids and devices. 
70 General-purpose information technology equip-

ment. 
71 Furniture. 

Code Description 

72 Household and commercial furnishings and ap-
pliances. 

73 Food preparation and serving equipment. 
74 Office machines, text processing systems, and 

visible record equipment. 
75 Office supplies and devices. 
76 Books, maps, and other publications. 
77 Musical instruments, phonographs, and home-

type radios. 
78 Recreational and athletic equipment. 
79 Cleaning equipment and supplies. 
80 Brushes, paints, sealers, and adhesives. 
81 Containers, packaging, and packing supplies. 
83 Textiles, leather, furs, apparel and shoe find-

ings, tents, and flags. 
84 Clothing, individual equipment, and insignia. 
85 Toiletries. 
87 Agricultural supplies. 
88 Live animals. 
89 Subsistence. 
91 Fuels, lubricants, oils, and waxes. 
93 Nonmetallic fabricated materials. 
94 Nonmetallic crude materials. 
95 Metal bars, sheets, and shapes. 
96 Ores, minerals, and their primary products. 
99 Miscellaneous. 

(3) Only one classification code shall 
be reported. If more than one code is 
applicable, the contracting officer shall 
use the code which describes the pre-
dominant product or service being pro-
cured. The FPDS Product and Service 
Codes Manual, October 1988, may be 
used to identify a specific product or 
service within each code. 

(i) Cancellation of synopsis. Con-
tracting officers should not publish no-
tices of solicitation cancellations (or 
indefinite suspensions) of proposed con-
tract actions in the GPE or CBD. Can-
cellations of solicitations must be 
made in accordance with 14.209 and 
14.404–1. 

[48 FR 42119, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 66 
FR 27412, May 16, 2001; 67 FR 13068, Mar. 20, 
2002]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting section 5.207, see the List of 
Sections Affected which appears in the Find-
ing Aids section of the printed volume and 
on GPO Access.

Subpart 5.3—Synopses of Contract 
Awards

5.301 General. 
(a) Except for contract actions de-

scribed in paragraph (b) of this section 
and as provided in 5.003, contracting of-
ficers must synopsize through the GPE 
awards exceeding $25,000 that are— 

(1) Subject to the Trade Agreements 
Act (see Subpart 25.4); or 
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(2) Likely to result in the award of 
any subcontracts. However, the dollar 
threshold is not a prohibition against 
publicizing an award of a smaller 
amount when publicizing would be ad-
vantageous to industry or to the Gov-
ernment. 

(b) A notice is not required under 
paragraph (a) of this section if— 

(1) The notice would disclose the ex-
ecutive agency’s needs and the disclo-
sure of such needs would compromise 
the national security; 

(2) The award results from accept-
ance of an unsolicited research pro-
posal that demonstrates a unique and 
innovative research concept and publi-
cation of any notice would disclose the 
originality of thought or innovative-
ness of the proposed research or would 
disclose proprietary information asso-
ciated with the proposal; 

(3) The award results from a proposal 
submitted under the Small Business In-
novation Development Act of 1982 (Pub. 
L. 97–219); 

(4) The contract action is an order 
placed under Subpart 16.5; 

(5) The award is made for perishable 
subsistence supplies; 

(6) The award is for utility services, 
other than telecommunications serv-
ices, and only one source is available; 

(7) The contract action— 
(i) Is for an amount not greater than 

the simplified acquisition threshold; 
(ii) Was made through a means where 

access to the notice of proposed con-
tract action was provided through the 
GPE; and 

(iii) Permitted the public to respond 
to the solicitation electronically; or 

(8) The award is for the services of an 
expert to support the Federal Govern-
ment in any current or anticipated liti-
gation or dispute pursuant to the ex-
ception to full and open competition 
authorized at 6.302–3. 

(c) With respect to acquisitions sub-
ject to the Trade Agreements Act, con-
tracting officers must submit synopses 
in sufficient time to permit publication 
in the CBD, through the GPE, not later 
than 60 days after award. 

(d) When transmitting notices to the 
GPE before January 1, 2002, con-

tracting officers must direct the GPE 
to forward the notice to the CBD. 

[52 FR 19802, May 27, 1987, as amended at 53 
FR 27463, July 20, 1988; 60 FR 34747, July 3, 
1995; 60 FR 42653, Aug. 16, 1995; 60 FR 49725, 
Sept. 26, 1995; 63 FR 58593, Oct. 30, 1998; 64 FR 
72418, Dec. 27, 1999; 66 FR 27412, May 16, 2001]

5.302 Preparation and transmittal of 
synopses of awards. 

Contracting officers shall transmit 
synopses of contract awards in the 
same manner as prescribed in 5.207. 

[55 FR 52790, Dec. 21, 1990]

5.303 Announcement of contract 
awards. 

(a) Public announcement. Contracting 
officers shall make information avail-
able on awards over $3 million (unless 
another dollar amount is specified in 
agency acquisition regulations) in suf-
ficient time for the agency concerned 
to announce it by 5:00 p.m. Washington, 
DC time on the day of award. Contracts 
excluded from this reporting require-
ment include (1) those placed with the 
Small Business Administration under 
Section 8(a) of the Small Business Act, 
(2) those placed with foreign firms 
when the place of delivery or perform-
ance is outside the United States or its 
possessions, and (3) those for which 
synopsis was exempted under 
5.202(a)(1). Agencies shall not release 
information on awards before the pub-
lic release time of 5:00 p.m. Wash-
ington, DC time. 

(b) Local announcement. Agencies 
may also release information on con-
tract awards to the local press or other 
media. When local announcements are 
made for contract awards in excess of 
the simplified acquisition threshold, 
they shall include— 

(1) For awards after sealed bidding, a 
statement that the contract was 
awarded after competition by sealed 
bidding, the number of offers solicited 
and received, and the basis for selec-
tion (e.g., the lowest responsible bid-
der); or 

(2) For awards after negotiation, the 
information prescribed by 15.503(b), and 
after competitive negotiation (either 
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