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(b) Temporary warrants. The Chief of 
Mission is delegated the authority by 
the Procurement Executive to issue 
temporary contracting officer warrants 
for periods up to 90 calendar days in 
order to cover emergency, post-specific 
operational requirements (e.g., staffing 
gaps, medical evacuations, extended 
leave, etc.). These temporary appoint-
ments shall be executed on the Stand-
ard Form 1402, and a copy shall be fur-
nished to A/OPE. The warrant shall 
contain both a dollar limitation of no 
more than $100,000 and a specific time 
period (not to exceed 90 days) during 
which the warrant is effective. 

(c) Non-Federal employees. Only 
United States Government direct-hire 
employees who are U.S. citizens shall 
be appointed as contracting officers. 
Personal services contractors, Foreign 
Service Nationals, and Third Country 
Nationals are not eligible for appoint-
ment as DOS contracting officers. 

(d) Personal services agreements. Indi-
viduals who may sign personal services 
agreements (PSAs) are limited to the 
following: 

(1) An individual, or class of individ-
uals, granted authority by the Direc-
tor, PER/OE; or 

(2) Individuals with contracting offi-
cer certificates of appointment. 

[59 FR 66752, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43620, Aug. 11, 1999]

601.603–70 Delegations of authority. 
(a) Delegations. As stated in 601.603–

3(a), there is no contracting officer au-
thority conferred by virtue of position. 
Pursuant to 601.602–1(b), the Procure-
ment Executive has designated the fol-
lowing as contracting activities as de-
fined in FAR 2.101. These authorities 
are not redelegable. In addition, spe-
cific individuals are designated as 
heads of contracting activities (HCAs) 
(see FAR 2.101): 

(1) Overseas posts. Each overseas post 
shall be regarded as a contracting ac-
tivity to enter into and administer 
contracts for the expenditure of funds 
involved in the acquisition of supplies, 
equipment, publications, and services. 
The Principal Officer, the Administra-
tive Officer, or the Supervisory General 
Services Officer are designated as 
HCAs; provided, that he/she has a con-
tracting officer’s warrant issued by the 

Procurement Executive. The Procure-
ment Executive (or authorized A/OPE 
staff) may delegate to a contracting of-
ficer, on a case-by-case basis, the au-
thority to award a contract or modi-
fication which exceeds the contracting 
officer’s warrant level. 

(i) No authority is delegated to enter 
into cost-reimbursement, fixed-price 
incentive, or fixed-price redeter-
minable contracts. 

(ii) When expressly authorized by a 
U.S. Government agency which does 
not have a contracting officer at the 
post, the officers named in paragraph 
(a)(1) introductory text of this section 
may enter into contracts for that agen-
cy. Use of this authority is subject to 
the statutory authority of that agency 
and any special contract terms or 
other requirements necessary for com-
pliance with any conditions or limita-
tions applicable to the funds of that 
agency. The agency’s authorization 
shall cite the statute(s) and state any 
special contract terms or other re-
quirements with which the acquisition 
so authorized must comply. In view of 
the contracting officer’s responsibility 
for the legal, technical, and adminis-
trative sufficiency of contracts, ques-
tions regarding the propriety of con-
tracting actions that the post is re-
quired to take pursuant to this author-
ity may be referred to the Department 
for resolution with the headquarters of 
the agency concerned. 

(2) Office of Foreign Buildings. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
contracts pursuant to the Foreign 
Service Buildings Act of 1926, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 292 et seq.), is dele-
gated to the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Foreign Buildings. 

(3) Office of Logistics Management; Of-
fice of Acquisition Management (A/LM/
AQM). The authority to enter into and 
administer contracts for the expendi-
ture of funds involved in the acquisi-
tion of supplies and nonpersonal serv-
ices is delegated to the Director or des-
ignee as the HCA. 

(4) Foreign Service Institute. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
contracts pursuant to Chapter 7, Title 
I, of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 4021 et seq.), is dele-
gated to the Director of the Foreign 
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Service Institute, the Executive Direc-
tor, the Deputy Executive Director, 
and the Supervisory Contracting Offi-
cer as the HCA. 

(5) Office of Foreign Missions. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
contracts pursuant to Title II of the 
State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956, as amended (22 U.S.C. 4301 
et seq.), is delegated to the Director, Of-
fice of Foreign Missions, and the Ad-
ministrative Officer as the HCA. 

(6) U.S. Mission to the United Nations. 
The authority to enter into and admin-
ister contracts pursuant to the United 
Nations Participation Act of 1945, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 287), is delegated to 
the Counselor for Administration as 
the HCA. 

(7) Moscow Embassy Building Control 
Office. The authority to enter into and 
administer contracts for the planning, 
design, construction and supplies for 
the embassy office building in Moscow 
is delegated to the Director, Moscow 
Embassy Building Control Office as the 
HCA. 

(8) Diplomatic Telecommunication Serv-
ice—Program Office. The authority to 
enter into and administer contracts for 
the leasing or purchase of tele-
communications services, circuits, sub-
systems, supplies and associated pro-
fessional services is delegated to the 
Chief, Acquisition Branch as the HCA. 

(9) Regional Procurement Support Of-
fices. The authority to enter into and 
administer contracts for the expendi-
ture of funds involved in the acquisi-
tion of supplies, equipment, publica-
tions, and services on behalf of over-
seas posts is delegated to each Direc-
tor, Regional Procurement Support Of-
fice (RPSO) as the HCA at the fol-
lowing locations: 

(i) RPSO Germany in conjunction 
with Embassy Bonn and Consulate 
General Frankfurt; 

(ii) RPSO Tokyo in conjunction with 
Embassy Tokyo; 

(iii) RPSO Singapore in conjunction 
with Embassy Singapore; and, 

(iv) RPSO Florida in conjunction 
with the Florida Regional Center. 

(b) Other delegations. Several DOS of-
fices have been delegated limited pro-
curement authority, although they 
have not been designated as HCAs. 
Matters requiring HCA resolution are 

referred to the A/LM/AQM. These dele-
gations are provided only to warranted 
contracting officers in the respective 
offices. They are as follows: 

(1) Office of Language Services. The 
authority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR Part 13 and orders against 
existing contracts up to the maximum 
ordering threshold or limitation for in-
terpreting, translating, conference re-
porting, and related language support 
and escort services. 

(2) Office of Overseas Schools. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR Part 13 and orders against 
existing contracts up to the maximum 
ordering threshold or limitation pursu-
ant to section 29 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956, as 
amended. 

(3) Library. The authority to enter 
into and administer simplified acquisi-
tion transactions under FAR Part 13 
and orders against existing contracts 
up to the maximum ordering threshold 
or limitation pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Public Printing and Docu-
ments Act of 1968, as amended, and for 
the acquisition of newspapers, books, 
maps, and periodicals. 

(4) Office of International Conferences. 
The authority to enter into and admin-
ister simplified acquisition trans-
actions under FAR Part 13 and orders 
against existing contracts up to the 
maximum ordering threshold or limita-
tion pursuant to section 5, Title I, of 
the Department of State Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956, as amended. 

(5) Bureau of Population, Refugees, and 
Migration. The authority to enter into 
and administer simplified acquisition 
transactions under FAR Part 13 and or-
ders against existing contracts up to 
the maximum ordering threshold or 
limitation pursuant to the Migration 
and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, and Executive Order 11077, 
dated January 22, 1963. 

(6) Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR Part 13, orders against ex-
isting contracts up to the maximum 
ordering threshold or limitation and 
personal services contracts pursuant to 
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the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended; and, 48 CFR Chapter 7, Agen-
cy for International Development Ac-
quisition Regulation, including any 
amendments thereto. 

(7) Office of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization. The authority to 
enter into and administer 8(a) purchase 
orders and contracts as a third party 
pursuant to the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed with the Small 
Business Administration. 

[59 FR 66752, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 39662, Aug. 3, 1995; 64 FR 43620, Aug. 11, 
1999]

PART 602—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS 
AND TERMS

Subpart 602.1—Definitions

Sec.
602.101 Definitions. 
602.101–70 DOSAR definitions.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 53 FR 26162, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 602.1—Definitions

602.101 Definitions.

602.101–70 DOSAR definitions. 
For the purposes of the DOSAR, un-

less otherwise indicated, the following 
terms have the meanings set forth in 
this subpart. 

Consolidated Receiving Point or CRP; 
means the contractor under contract 
to a Despatch Agency to receive and 
prepare items for shipment to a post. 
The CRP receives, records, consoli-
dates, and packs items for shipment 
overseas under the direction of the 
Despatch Agency. 

Department or DOS means the Depart-
ment of State, including all of its ac-
tivities wherever located. 

Despatch Agency means the office re-
sponsible for the transportation of 
goods between the U.S. and posts with-
in its specific geographic area as as-
signed by the Transportation Division, 
Office of Supply and Transportation. 
There are four Despatch Agencies, one 
each in New York City; Baltimore, 
Maryland; Miami, Florida; and, Se-
attle, Washington. 

Government means the Government of 
the United States of America unless 
specifically stated otherwise. 

Major system has the same definition 
as described in FAR 2.101; however, the 
Department of State’s dollar threshold 
as defined in paragraph (b) is $30 mil-
lion. The Under Secretary for Manage-
ment is the head of the agency for the 
purposes of paragraph (c). 

Overseas post means a ‘‘post’’ located 
outside the United States of America. 

Post means a diplomatic or consular 
mission of the United States of Amer-
ica, administered or managed by the 
DOS. 

[53 FR 26163, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66753, Dec. 28, 1994; 60 FR 39662, Aug. 3, 
1995; 64 FR 43620, Aug. 11, 1999]

PART 603—IMPROPER BUSINESS 
PRACTICES AND PERSONAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Subpart 603.1—Safeguards

Sec.
603.104 Procurement integrity. 
603.104–5 Disclosure, protection, and mark-

ing of contractor bid or proposal infor-
mation and source selection information. 

603.104–10 Violations or possible violations.

Subpart 603.2—Contractor Gratuities to 
Government Personnel

603.204 Treatment of violations.

Subpart 603.4—Contingent Fees

603.405 Misrepresentations or violations of 
the Covenant Against Contingent Fees.

Subpart 603.6—Contracts with Government 
Employees or Organizations Owned or 
Controlled by Them

603.601 Policy. 
603.602 Exceptions.

Subpart 603.7—Voiding and Rescinding 
Contracts

603.704 Policy. 
603.705 Procedures.

Subpart 603.9—Whistleblower Protections 
for Contractor Employees

603.905 Procedures for investigating com-
plaints. 

603.906 Remedies.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.
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