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(2) A statement describing the need 
for the changed work. This should also 
be accompanied by any backup docu-
mentation, including a copy of the gen-
eral statement of work in the original 
contract plus any existing contract 
language which will be modified. In-
clude a statement that the work cov-
ered by the proposed modification is or 
is not within the original scope of the 
contract, setting forth fully the facts 
considered in reaching the conclusion; 

(3) A statement containing an anal-
ysis on what necessitated the modifica-
tion, e.g., design error, technical 
change, medical center requirements; 

(4) The contracting officer’s tech-
nical representative (COTR) technical 
evaluation of the proposed change; 

(5) For construction modifications 
and, where applicable for architect-en-
gineer (A/E) modifications, a copy of 
drawings which the COTR has marked 
up to delineate the proposed changed 
work. If appropriate, include a copy of 
the pertinent technical specifications. 
Whenever a proposed contract modi-
fication involves numerous changes to 
drawings and specifications for a Cen-
tral Office project, the drawings and 
specifications will be available for re-
view in the office of the Project Direc-
tor; 

(6) Costing information including: 
(i) The contractor’s cost proposal in 

the format required by the contract. 
(ii) The COTR’s independent cost 

evaluation. 
(iii) The A/E’s independent cost eval-

uation. 
(iv) Contracting officer’s Price Nego-

tiation Memorandum (PNM) in accord-
ance with VAAR 815.808. For Office of 
Facilities Management contracts, the 
PNM may be submitted by either the 
contracting officer or COTR. 

(v) For A/E contracts, a listing of the 
fees awarded in the original contract 
and previous modifications. 

(vi) For A/E working drawing con-
tracts, a statement regarding the ac-
tual or estimated cost of the original 
construction and any estimated change 
to the overall project cost as a result of 
the proposed modification. 

(vii) Any other relevant costing in-
formation, such as independent market 
research, which was or will be used as 
negotiation criteria. 

(7) A concurrence on the memo-
randum from the appropriate office in-
dicating that funds are available or a 
statement concerning the actions 
which must be taken to secure the re-
quired funds; and 

(8) The names and telephone numbers 
of the contracting officer and COTR. 

(e) For bids/offers submitted as re-
quired by 801.602–70(j), the following 
documents will be provided: 

(1) Request for contract action, in-
cluding justification of need. 

(2) The solicitation. 
(3) Abstracts of bids/offers. 
(4) Price negotiations memorandum, 

if applicable. 
(5) Justification and approval (see 

FAR 6.303), if applicable. 
(6) Documents relevant to determina-

tion of contractor’s responsibility. 
(7) Documents relevant to price rea-

sonableness. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 51 
FR 23066, June 25, 1986; 52 FR 28559, July 31, 
1987; 52 FR 49017, Dec. 29, 1987; 54 FR 31964, 
Aug. 3, 1989; 54 FR 40062, Sept. 29, 1989; 61 FR 
11586, Mar. 21, 1996; 61 FR 20491, May 7, 1996]

801.602–73 Certification by reviewing 
official. 

In submitting proposed agreements 
or contracts received from field sta-
tions to the General Counsel, the Cen-
tral Office reviewing officials will state 
on the transmittal memorandum or 
within the file that the proposal con-
forms to the Federal Acquisition Regu-
lations and Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Acquisition Regulations to the 
best of their knowledge. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 61 
FR 11586, Mar. 21, 1996]

801.602–74 Results of General Coun-
sel’s legal review. 

(a) Upon completion of the review, 
the General Counsel will advise the ap-
propriate Central Office activity or 
contracting officers as to whether the 
proposal was approved as submitted or 
provide them with the recommended 
changes. The appropriate Central Of-
fice activity will advise the con-
tracting officer as to whether: (1) The 
submission was approved as is, or (2) 
provide a copy of the changes required. 
Where changes are required, the con-
tracting officer will take immediate 
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action to amend the solicitation docu-
ment. 

(b) The General Counsel’s review will 
be completed as expeditiously as pos-
sible, with due regard to those procure-
ment actions where circumstances dic-
tate an unusually short period for com-
pleting procurement action.

801.603 Selection, appointment, and 
termination of appointment.

801.603–1 General. 
The policy and procedures for the se-

lection, appointment, and termination 
of appointment of contracting officers 
are established in VAAR 801.690, The 
Contracting Officer Certification Pro-
gram, and as otherwise provided in 
VAAR 801.670 and its subsections. 

[52 FR 24010, June 26, 1987]

801.603–70 Representatives of con-
tracting officers. 

(a) In carrying out the responsibil-
ities of FAR 1.602–2, the contracting of-
ficer may designate another Govern-
ment contracting officer, or other Gov-
ernment employees, or another con-
tractor: 

(1) To furnish technical guidance and 
advice or generally supervise the work 
performed under the contract. Such 
designations will be in writing and will 
define the scope and limitation of the 
representative’s authority; and, will be 
addressed to the designee with a copy 
to be forwarded to the contractor ex-
cept as indicated in 801.603–71. Except 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion representatives will not be author-
ized to make any commitments or 
changes which will affect the price, 
quantity, quality or delivery terms. 
(All changes to a contract must be au-
thorized by a contracting officer acting 
within the scope of his/her authority.) 

(2) To take actions authorized in the 
contract, such as issue delivery orders, 
reject unsatisfactory items, order re-
placement of such items (materials or 
services) and, when necessary, declare 
contractor in default on specific deliv-
ery orders. Except for blood, this au-
thority will be delegated only to other 
Government contracting officers under 
centralized indefinite delivery type 
contracts and the contract will so 
state. Centralized contracts for blood 

will provide that contracting officers 
at ordering offices are authorized to 
designate representatives and alternate 
representatives to place delivery orders 
subject to the same restrictions stated 
in paragraph (a)(3) of this section. 

(3) To place oral or other informal de-
livery orders for items such as, but not 
limited to, bread, milk, and blood 
against local indefinite delivery type 
contracts on which blanket purchase 
arrangements have been established 
and funds have been obligated. The des-
ignation of representatives and alter-
nates will be in writing and will define 
the scope and limitations of the rep-
resentative’s authority, and will be ad-
dressed to the employee(s) with a copy 
to the contractor. Such designations 
will be made only by the prime con-
tracting officer and are not redele-
gable. 

(b) In the administration of research 
and development contracts, any rep-
resentative appointed pursuant to this 
section must be acceptable both to the 
contracting officer and the administra-
tion head or staff office director con-
cerned. When it is necessary to des-
ignate a representative under this 
paragraph (b), the clause in 852.270–1 
will be observed. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 52 
FR 24010, June 26, 1987; 54 FR 40062, Sept. 29, 
1989]

801.603–71 Representatives of con-
tracting officers; receipt of equip-
ment, supplies, and nonpersonal 
services. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b), (c) and (d) of this section, any con-
tracting officer may, without prior no-
tification to the contractor or vendor, 
designate the Chief, Storage and Dis-
tribution Section, or other competent 
personnel, to represent him/her in re-
ceiving and inspecting supplies, equip-
ment and services at his/her facility. 
Duties such as, but not limited to, the 
following will be performed by these 
designees: 

(1) The inspection and certification 
as to compliance with the quality and 
quantity requirements of the purchase 
order or contract; and 

(2) Inspection of supplies and equip-
ment for condition and quantity and 
the acceptance of supplies, equipment, 
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