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814.201

Subpart 814.1—Use of Sealed
Bidding

814.103 Policy.

814.103-1 General.

Contracts in excess of the small pur-
chase limitation or in excess of $1,000
for contracts made for repairs to prop-
erty acquired by the Department of
Veterans Affairs under chapter 37, title
38, United States Code, will be made by
sealed bidding when all of the elements
necessary for sealed bidding as pre-
scribed in FAR 6.401(a) are present.

[61 FR 23068, June 25, 1986, and 52 FR 28559,
July 31, 1987, as amended at 54 FR 40063,
Sept. 29, 1989]

814.104 Types of contracts.

814.104-70 Fixed-price contracts with
escalation.

When contracts of this nature are au-
thorized pursuant to 816.102(b), con-
tracting officers will be guided by the
provisions of FAR 16.203.

Subpart 814.2—Solicitation of Bids

814.201 Preparation of invitations for
bids.

(a) Invitations for bids for supplies,
equipment and services will be serially
numbered at the time of issue. The
number will consist of the station or
National Acquisition Center division
number, the serial number of the invi-
tation, and the fiscal year in which
issued, e.g., 101-24-84. A series begin-
ning with the number 1 will be started
each fiscal year. Invitations for bids for
supplies, equipment and services which
are issued, accepted and become con-
tracts in the same fiscal year but, be-
cause of procurement leadtime, will
not be performed until the ensuing fis-
cal year will be numbered in the series
of the year in which they are issued.
However, invitations issued in one fis-
cal year that will result in a contract
that will become effective and per-
formed only in the ensuing fiscal year
will be numbered in the ensuing fiscal
year series.

(b) Invitations for construction con-
tracts will bear the applicable IFB
number and project number, if as-
signed.
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814.201

(c) In order to preclude adverse criti-
cism of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs by prospective bidders relative to
the disclosure of bid prices prior to bid
opening, the provision entitled
“Caution to Bidders Bid-Envelopes,’”’ as
set forth in 852.214-70, will be promi-
nently placed in all invitations for
bids.

(d) To realize the greatest possible
price advantage for the Government,
items that may be processed by a con-
tractor to effect a reduction in cost
factors such as production, inspection
and delivery, may be listed for award
on both individual item and summary
item bases. Items will be listed individ-
ually and, in addition, a summary price
will be solicited for those items the
contracting officer determines to be of
a related character and normally han-
dled by a majority of prospective bid-
ders.

(1) When different products are to be
combined for a summary price, the
quantity, unit and unit price columns
opposite the summary item will be
crossed out, e.g.:

(Item No.) Summary bid for furnishing items

to  inclusive on an all or none
basis:
Quantity Unit Unit Price Summary
XX e XX e XX i $ XX

(Bidder will enter summary amount.)

(2) When a single unit price is solic-
ited for a single product for delivery to
various destinations, or for multiple
deliveries, the total quantity required
will be listed opposite the summary
item, e.g.:

(Item No.) Summary bid for furnishing items

to inclusive on all or none
basis:
Quantity Unit Unit Price Summary
XX e XX i XX i $ XX

(Bidder will enter unit price and summary amount.)

(3) Invitations containing a summary
bid request will contain the following
statement:

The award will be made on either an indi-
vidual item basis or summary bid basis,
whichever results in the lowest cost to the
Government. Therefore, to assure proper
evaluation of all bids, a bidder quoting a
summary bid price must also quote a price

48 CFR Ch. 8 (10-1-02 Edition)

on each individual item included in the sum-
mary bid price.

(e) Bid invitations for supplies,
equipment, or services (other than con-
struction) must define the extent to
which alternate bids will be authorized
and considered. Alternates specified on
construction projects will be consid-
ered for acceptance only as a part of
the basic item.

(1) When an alternate item will be
considered only if no bids or insuffi-
cient bids are received on the item de-
sired, the clause set forth in 852.214-
71(a) will be included in the invitation.

(2) When an alternate item will be
considered on an equal basis with the
item specified, the clause set forth in
852.214-71(b) will be included in the in-
vitation.

(3) In addition to the clauses ref-
erenced in paragraph (e) (1) or (2) of
this section, the clause set forth in
852.214-71(c) will be included in the in-
vitation when bids will be allowed on
different packaging, unit designation,
etc.

(f) When a contracting officer deter-
mines that it will be advantageous to
the Government to make the award by
group or groups of items, a provision
for such award will be included in the
invitation for bids.

(1) This may apply when:

(i) The items in the group or groups
are readily available from the sources
to be solicited; and

(ii) It is desirable to make a min-
imum number of contracts; or

(iii) Furniture or fixtures are re-
quired for a single project and uni-
formity of design is desirable; or

(iv) The articles required will be as-
sembled and used as a unit.

(2) Solicitations for supplies and
services, other than construction, will
contain the provision set forth in FAR
52.214-22.

(3) Solicitations for construction con-
tracts which solicit prices on an item
and alternate item basis (when it is in-
tended that a single aggregate award
will be made for all items in the solici-
tation within certain fiscal limita-
tions) will contain a statement as to
the order of priority in which the alter-
nate items will be awarded. This pri-
ority will be based on the relative im-
portance of an item, the Department of
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Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Affairs’ estimate, and the
amount of funds available. Such sched-
ules will be substantially as follows:

Item No. 1—Furnish all labor, material,
equipment, etc., to paint buildings No. 1, 2,
and 3, $

Alternate items in order of priority. Fur-
nish all labor, material, equipment, etc., to
paint:

Item No. 2—Building No. 1 only $ .

Item No. 3—Building No. 2 only $ .

A single award will be made on Item
No. 1, but in the event the offer exceeds
the funds available, a single award will
be made on Item No. 2, or a combina-
tion of Item Nos. 2 and 3. Offerors
should quote a price on each item list-
ed.

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 50
FR 791, Jan. 7, 1985; 51 FR 23068, June 25, 1986;
52 FR 28559, July 31, 1987; 52 FR 49017, Dec. 29,
1987; 54 FR 30044, July 18, 1989; 63 FR 69219,
Dec. 16, 1998]

814.202 General rules for solicitation
of bids.

814.202-4 Bid samples.

When it has been determined that
samples are necessary to the proper
awarding of a contract, the provision
set forth in 852.214-73 will be added to
the provision in FAR 52.214-20.

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 52
FR 49017, Dec. 29, 1987]

814.203 Methods of soliciting bids.

814.203-1 Mailing or delivery to pro-
spective bidders.

The contracting officer will include
either a bid envelope, or Optional Form
17, Sealed Bid Label, with each invita-
tion for bids furnished to prospective
bidders.

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 51
FR 23068, June 25, 1986; 52 FR 28559, July 31,
1987; 58 FR 48974, Sept. 21, 1993]

814.204 Records of invitations for bids
and records of bids.

(a) A single register will be estab-
lished and maintained by the issuing
office on a fiscal year basis for all so-
licitations by invitations for bid or re-
quests for proposal number, date of
issue, date of opening, commodity or
service involved and disposition, i.e.,

814.208

contract number or purchase order
number or, when applicable, no award.

(b) Maintenance of the contract file
prescribed by part 804 and retention of
canceled Invitation for Bid files will
fulfill the requirements set forth in
FAR 14.204.

814.205 Solicitation mailing lists.

814.205-1 Establishment of lists.

From the solicitations mailing list
applications received, each contracting
activity will compile and keep current
a Solicitations Mailing List file. The
lists will be maintained according to
the commodity classification or group
of items normally listed on the same
invitation for bids.

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 51
FR 23068, June 25, 1986; 52 FR 28559, July 31,
1987]

814.205-2 Removal of names from so-
licitation mailing lists.

Except as provided for in FAR 14.205—
2, no Department of Veterans Affairs
contracting officer, or other employee,
shall remove from the solicitation
mailing list the name of any prospec-
tive solicitation.

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 51
FR 23068, June 25, 1986; 52 FR 28559, July 31,
1987]

814.205-5 Release of solicitation mail-
ing lists.

When invitations for bids for supply
and service contracts have been issued,
contracting officers may furnish, upon
request of an individual or institution
having a bona fide interest in such in-
formation, a list of the prospective bid-
ders to whom invitations for bids were
submitted. The provisions of FAR
14.205-5 will be observed with respect to
invitations for bids for construction
contracts.

814.208 Amendment of invitation for
bids (construction).

Amendments will be sent to holders
of drawings and specifications by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested.
(Amendments may be made by tele-
gram, if time does not permit mailing.)
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