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under consideration and announce his 
or her decision in accordance with 
paragraph (f) of this section. Nothing 
in this section shall be construed as 
prohibiting the parties from settling 
the dispute or seeking other methods 
of alternative dispute resolution prior 
to the final decision by the Adminis-
trator. 

(f) Decision. The Administrator will 
issue a decision based on the petition, 
the written comments submitted by 
the parties, the record of the hearing, 
and any other information in the 
record. The decision will include a 
written statement setting forth the 
relevant facts and the legal basis for 
the decision. 

(g) Record. The Administrator will 
serve a copy of the decision upon the 
petitioner and any other party who 
participated in the proceedings. A copy 
of each decision will be placed on file 
in the public docket. The Adminis-
trator may publish the decision or no-
tice of the decision in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER.

§ 397.77 Judicial review of dispute de-
cision. 

Any State or Indian tribe adversely 
affected by the Administrator’s deci-
sion under § 397.75 of this subpart may 
seek review by the appropriate district 
court of the United States under such 
proceeding only by filing a petition 
with such court within 90 days after 
such decision becomes final.

Subpart D—Routing of Class 7 
(Radioactive) Materials

§ 397.101 Requirements for motor car-
riers and drivers. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section or in circumstances 
when there is only one practicable 
highway route available, considering 
operating necessity and safety, a car-
rier or any person operating a motor 
vehicle that contains a Class 7 
(radioactive) material, as defined in 49 
CFR 172.403, for which placarding is re-
quired under 49 CFR part 172 shall: 

(1) Ensure that the motor vehicle is 
operated on routes that minimize radi-
ological risk; 

(2) Consider available information on 
accident rates, transit time, population 

density and activities, and the time of 
day and the day of week during which 
transportation will occur to determine 
the level of radiological risk; and 

(3) Tell the driver which route to 
take and that the motor vehicle con-
tains Class 7 (radioactive) materials. 

(b) Except as otherwise permitted in 
this paragraph and in paragraph (f) of 
this section, a carrier or any person op-
erating a motor vehicle containing a 
highway route controlled quantity of 
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, as de-
fined in 49 CFR 173.403(l), shall operate 
the motor vehicle only over preferred 
routes. 

(1) For purposes of this subpart, a 
preferred route is an Interstate System 
highway for which an alternative route 
is not designated by a State routing 
agency; a State-designated route se-
lected by a State routing agency pursu-
ant to § 397.103; or both of the above. 

(2) The motor carrier or the person 
operating a motor vehicle containing a 
highway route controlled quantity of 
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, as de-
fined in 49 CFR 173.403(l) and (y), shall 
select routes to reduce time in transit 
over the preferred route segment of the 
trip. An Interstate System bypass or 
Interstate System beltway around a 
city, when available, shall be used in 
place of a preferred route through a 
city, unless a State routing agency has 
designated an alternative route. 

(c) A motor vehicle may be operated 
over a route, other than a preferred 
route, only under the following condi-
tions: 

(1) The deviation from the preferred 
route is necessary to pick up or deliver 
a highway route controlled quantity of 
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, to 
make necessary rest, fuel or motor ve-
hicle repair stops, or because emer-
gency conditions make continued use 
of the preferred route unsafe or impos-
sible; 

(2) For pickup and delivery not over 
preferred routes, the route selected 
must be the shortest-distance route 
from the pickup location to the nearest 
preferred route entry location, and the 
shortest-distance route to the delivery 
location from the nearest preferred 
route exit location. Deviation from the 
shortest-distance pickup or delivery 
route is authorized if such deviation: 
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