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PART 531—PASSENGER AUTO-
MOBILE AVERAGE FUEL ECON-
OMY STANDARDS
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AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 32902, delegation of 
authority at 49 CFR 1.50.

SOURCE: 42 FR 33552, June 30, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 531.1 Scope. 

This part establishes average fuel 
economy standards pursuant to section 
502 (a) and (c) of the Motor Vehicle In-
formation and Cost Savings Act, as 
amended, for passenger automobiles. 

[43 FR 28204, June 29, 1978]

§ 531.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to in-

crease the fuel economy of passenger 
automobiles by establishing minimum 
levels of average fuel economy for 
those vehicles.

§ 531.3 Applicability. 
This part applies to manufacturers of 

passenger automobiles.

§ 531.4 Definitions. 
(a) Statutory terms. (1) The terms 

average fuel economy, manufacture, man-
ufacturer, and model year are used as de-
fined in section 501 of the Act. 

(2) The terms automobile and 
passenger automobile are used as defined 
in section 501 of the Act and in accord-
ance with the determination in part 523 
of this chapter. 

(b) Other terms. As used in this part, 
unless otherwise required by the con-
text— 

(1) Act means the Motor Vehicle In-
formation and Cost Savings Act, as 
amended by Pub. L. 94–163.

§ 531.5 Fuel economy standards. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, each manufacturer 
of passenger automobiles shall comply 

with the following standards in the 
model years specified:

Model year 

Average 
fuel econ-
omy stand-
ard (miles 
per gallon) 

1978 ..................................................................... 18.0
1979 ..................................................................... 19.0
1980 ..................................................................... 20.0
1981 ..................................................................... 22.0
1982 ..................................................................... 24.0
1983 ..................................................................... 26.0
1984 ..................................................................... 27.0
1985 ..................................................................... 27.5
1986 ..................................................................... 26.0
1987 ..................................................................... 26.0
1988 ..................................................................... 26.0
1989 ..................................................................... 26.5
1990 and thereafter ............................................. 27.5

(b) The following manufacturers shall 
comply with the standards indicated 
below for the specified model years: 

(1) Avanti Motor Corporation.

AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY STANDARD 

Model year Miles per 
gallon 

1978 ..................................................................... 16.1
1979 ..................................................................... 14.5
1980 ..................................................................... 15.8
1981 ..................................................................... 18.2
1982 ..................................................................... 18.2
1983 ..................................................................... 16.9
1984 ..................................................................... 16.9
1985 ..................................................................... 16.9

(2) Rolls-Royce Motors, Inc.

Model year 

Average 
fuel econ-
omy stand-
ard (miles 
per gallon) 

1978 ..................................................................... 10.7 
1979 ..................................................................... 10.8 
1980 ..................................................................... 11.1 
1981 ..................................................................... 10.7 
1982 ..................................................................... 10.6 
1983 ..................................................................... 9.9 
1984 ..................................................................... 10.0 
1985 ..................................................................... 10.0 
1986 ..................................................................... 11.0 
1987 ..................................................................... 11.2 
1988 ..................................................................... 11.2 
1989 ..................................................................... 11.2 
1990 ..................................................................... 12.7 
1991 ..................................................................... 12.7 
1992 ..................................................................... 13.8 
1993 ..................................................................... 13.8 
1994 ..................................................................... 13.8 
1995 ..................................................................... 14.6 
1996 ..................................................................... 14.6 
1997 ..................................................................... 15.1 
1998 ..................................................................... 16.3 
1999 ..................................................................... 16.3

(3) Checker Motors Corporation.
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