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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 555.5

PART 555—TEMPORARY EXEMP-
TION FROM MOTOR VEHICLE 
SAFETY AND BUMPER STAND-
ARDS

Sec.
555.1 Scope. 
555.2 Purpose. 
555.3 Application. 
555.4 Definitions. 
555.5 Application for exemption. 
555.6 Basis for application. 
555.7 Processing of applications. 
555.8 Termination of temporary exemptions. 
555.9 Temporary exemption labels. 
555.10 Availability for public inspection.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 30113, 32502, Pub. L. 
105–277; delegation of authority at 49 CFR 
1.50.

SOURCE: 38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 555.1 Scope. 

This part establishes requirements 
for the temporary exemption by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) of certain motor 
vehicles from compliance with one or 
more Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 
30113, and of certain passenger motor 
vehicles from compliance with all or 
part of a Federal bumper standard in 
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 32502. 

[64 FR 2861, Jan. 19, 1999]

§ 555.2 Purpose. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to pro-
vide a means by which manufacturers 
of motor vehicles may obtain tem-
porary exemptions from Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards on the basis of 
substantial economic hardship, facili-
tation of the development of new 
motor vehicle safety or low-emission 
engine features, or existence of an 
equivalent overall level of motor vehi-
cle safety. 

(b) The purpose of this part is also to 
provide a means by which manufactur-
ers of passenger motor vehicles may 
obtain a temporary exemption from 
compliance with all or part of a Fed-
eral bumper standard issued under part 
581 of this chapter on a basis similar to 
that provided for exemptions from the 

Federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ards. 

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 64 
FR 2861, Jan. 19, 1999]

§ 555.3 Application. 
This part applies to manufacturers of 

motor vehicles and passenger motor ve-
hicles. 

[64 FR 2861, Jan. 19, 1999]

§ 555.4 Definitions. 
Administrator means the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administrator 
or his delegate. 

Passenger motor vehicle means a motor 
vehicle with motive power designed to 
carry not more than 12 individuals, but 
does not include a truck not designed 
primarily to carry its operator or pas-
sengers, or a motorcycle. 

United States means the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, the Canal Zone, and 
American Samoa. 

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 64 
FR 2861, Jan. 19, 1999]

§ 555.5 Application for exemption. 
(a) A manufacturer of motor vehicles 

or passenger motor vehicles may apply 
to NHTSA for a temporary exemption 
from any Federal motor vehicle safety 
or bumper standard or for a renewal of 
any exemption on the bases of substan-
tial economic hardship, making easier 
the development or field evaluation of 
new motor vehicle safety or impact 
protection, or low-emission vehicle fea-
tures, or that compliance with a stand-
ard would prevent it from selling a ve-
hicle with an overall level of safety or 
impact protection at least equal to 
that of nonexempted vehicles. 

(b) Each application filed under this 
part for an exemption or its renewal 
must— 

(1) Be written in the English lan-
guage; 

(2) Be submitted in three copies to: 
Administrator, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Washington, 
DC 20590; 

(3) State the full name and address of 
the applicant, the nature of its organi-
zation (individual, partnership, cor-
poration, etc.) and the name of the 
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