§591.7

purpose for which the vehicle or equip-
ment item is imported, the statement
shall describe the purpose which makes
such use necessary, state the estimated
period of time during which use of the
vehicle or equipment item on the pub-
lic roads is necessary, and state the in-
tended means of final disposition (and
disposition date) of the vehicle or
equipment item after completion of the
purpose for which it is imported.
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§591.7 Restrictions on importations.

(a) A vehicle or equipment item
which has entered the United States
under a declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(j), and for which a Temporary
Importation Bond has been provided to
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall
not remain in the United States for a
period that exceeds 3 years from its
date of entry.

(b) If the importer of a vehicle or
equipment item under §591.5(j) does not
intend to export or destroy the vehicle
or equipment item not later than 3
years after the date of entry, and in-
tends to pay duty to the U.S. Customs
Service on such vehicle or equipment
item, the importer shall request per-
mission in writing from the Adminis-
trator for the vehicle or equipment
item to remain in the United States for
an additional period of time not to ex-
ceed 5 years from the date of entry.
Such a request must be received not
later than 60 days before the date that
is 3 years after the date of entry. Such
vehicle or equipment item shall not re-
main in the United States for a period
that exceeds 5 years from the date of
entry, unless further written permis-
sion has been obtained from the Ad-
ministrator.

(c) An importer of a vehicle which
has entered the United States under a
declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(j)(2)(1) shall not sell, or transfer
possession of, or title to, the vehicle,
and shall not license it for use, or oper-
ate it on the public roads, except under
such terms and conditions as the Ad-
ministrator may authorize in writing.
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An importer of a vehicle which has en-
tered the United States under a dec-
laration made pursuant to
§591.5(j)(2)(ii) shall at all times retain
title to it.

(d) Any violation of a term or condi-
tion imposed by the Administrator in a
letter authorizing importation for on-
road use under §591.5(j), or a change of
status under paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, including a failure to allow in-
spection upon request to verify that
the accumulated mileage of the vehicle
is not more than 2,500 miles in any 12-
month period, shall be considered a
violation of 49 U.S.C. 30112(a) for which
a civil penalty may be imposed. Such a
violation will also act to void the au-
thorization and require the exportation
of the vehicle. With respect to importa-
tions under §591.6(f)(2) or a change of
status to an importation for show or
display as provided under paragraph (e)
of this section, if the Administrator
has reason to believe that a violation
has occurred, the Administrator may
tentatively conclude that a term of
entry has been violated, but shall make
no final conclusion until the importer
or owner has been afforded an oppor-
tunity to present data, views, and argu-
ments as to why there is no violation
or why a penalty should not be im-
posed.

(e) The owner of a vehicle located in
the United States on June 9, 1998,
which the owner had imported pursu-
ant to §591.5(j), may apply to the Ad-
ministrator on or before February 14,
2000 for a change in any such term or
condition contained in the Administra-
tor’s letter. If the owner requests a
change to importation for show or dis-
play, the request to the Administrator
shall contain the information and
statements required under §591.6(f)(2)
for a new importation for show or dis-
play. All requests for change shall be
sent to the Director, Office of Vehicle
Safety Compliance (NSA-32), National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Room 6111, 400 Seventh Street,
SW, Washington, DC 20590.
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