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the conformance, storage, and record-
keeping facilities of the applicant. If 
the Administrator determines that the 
application is acceptable, (s)he informs 
the applicant in writing that its appli-
cation is approved, and issues it a Reg-
istered Importer Number. If the infor-
mation is not acceptable, the Adminis-
tration informs the applicant in writ-
ing that its application is not ap-
proved. No refund is made of those 
components of the initial annual fee 
representing the costs of processing the 
application, and conducting an inspec-
tion. Refund is made of that compo-
nent of the initial annual fee rep-
resenting the remaining costs of ad-
ministration of the registration pro-
gram. 

(e) In order to maintain its registra-
tion, a Registered Importer shall pro-
vide an annual statement that affirms 
that all information provided under 
paragraphs (a)(4), (a)(5), (a)(6), (a)(9), 
and (a)(11) of this section remains cor-
rect, and that includes a current copy 
of its insurance policy procured pursu-
ant to paragraph (a)(8) of this section. 
Such statement shall be titled ‘‘Yearly 
Statement of Registered Importer’’, 
and shall be filed not later than Octo-
ber 31 of each year. A Registered Im-
porter shall also pay such annual fee or 
fees as the Administrator may from 
time to time establish under part 594 of 
this chapter. An annual fee shall be 
paid not later than October 31 of any 
calendar year, and shall be the annual 
fee for the fiscal year that began on Oc-
tober 1 of that calendar year. Any 
other fee shall be payable not later 
than 30 calendar days after the date 
that the Administrator has notified the 
Registered Importer of it in writing. 

(f) A Registered Importer shall notify 
the Administrator in writing of any 
change that occurs in the information 
which is submitted in its application, 
not later than the end of the 30th cal-
endar day after such change. 

(g) A registration granted under this 
part is not transferable. 

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 54 
FR 47088, Nov. 9, 1989; 55 FR 37330, Sept. 11, 
1990]

§ 592.6 Duties of a registered importer. 

Each Registered Importer shall: 

(a) With respect to each motor vehi-
cle that it imports into the United 
States, furnish to the Secretary of the 
Treasury (acting on behalf of the Ad-
ministrator) a bond in an amount equal 
to 150 per cent of the entered value of 
the vehicle, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, to ensure that 
such vehicle either will be brought into 
conformity with all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards pre-
scribed under part 571 of this chapter 
within 120 calendar days after such im-
portation, or will be exported (at no 
cost to the United States) by the im-
porter or the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, or abandoned to the United 
States. However, if the Registered Im-
porter has procured a continuous entry 
bond, it shall furnish the Adminis-
trator with such bond, and shall fur-
nish the Secretary of the Treasury 
(acting on behalf of the Administrator) 
with a photocopy of such bond and Cus-
toms Form CF 7501 at the time of im-
portation of each motor vehicle. 

(b) Establish, maintain, and retain 
for 8 years from the date of entry of 
any nonconforming vehicle for which it 
furnishes a certificate of conformity 
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, organized records, correspondence 
and other documents relating to the 
importation, modification, and sub-
stantiation of certification of con-
formity to the Administrator, includ-
ing but not limited to: 

(1) The declaration required by § 591.5 
of this chapter, and 19 CFR 12.80. 

(2) All vehicle or equipment purchase 
or sales orders or agreements, conform-
ance agreements with importers other 
than Registered Importers, and cor-
respondence between the Registered 
Importer and the owner or purchaser of 
each vehicle for which it has furnished 
a certificate of conformity. 

(3) The last known name and address 
of the owner or purchaser of each 
motor vehicle for which it has fur-
nished a certificate of conformity, and 
the VIN number of such vehicle. 

(4) Records, both photographic and 
documentary, reflecting the modifica-
tions made and submitted to the Ad-
ministrator pursuant to paragraph (e) 
of this section. 
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(c) Records, both photographic and 
documentary, sufficient to substan-
tiate each subsequent certificate fur-
nished to the Administrator for a vehi-
cle of the same model and model year 
for which documentation has been fur-
nished NHTSA in support of the initial 
certificate. 

(d) Permanently affix to each motor 
vehicle, upon completion of modifica-
tions, a label that meets the require-
ments of § 567.4 of this chapter, which 
identifies the Registered Importer, and 
provide to the Administrator a photo-
copy of the label attesting that such 
vehicle has been brought into con-
formity with all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety and bumper 
standards. 

(e) Certify to the Administrator, 
upon completion of modifications, that 
the vehicle has been brought into con-
formity with all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety and bumper 
standards, and that it is the person le-
gally responsible for bringing the vehi-
cle into conformity. 

(f) In substantiation of the initial 
certification provided for a specific 
model and model year, submit to the 
Administrator photographic and docu-
mentary evidence of conformance with 
each applicable Federal motor vehicle 
safety and bumper standard, and with 
respect to subsequent certifications of 
such model and model year, such infor-
mation, if any, as the Administrator 
may request. 

(g) With respect to any motor vehicle 
for which it has furnished a certificate 
of conformity to the Administrator, 
provide notification and remedy ac-
cording to part 573 and part 577 of this 
chapter, under any determination. 

(1) That a vehicle to which it is sub-
stantially similar, as determined under 
part 593 of this chapter, incorporates a 
safety related defect or fails to con-
form with an applicable Federal motor 
vehicle safety standard. However, this 
obligation does not exist if the manu-
facturer of the vehicle or Registered 
Importer demonstrates to the Adminis-
trator that the defect or noncompli-
ance is not present in such vehicle. 

(2) That the vehicle incorporates a 
safety related defect or fails to con-
form with an applicable Federal motor 
vehicle safety standard, without ref-

erence to whether such may exist in a 
vehicle to which it is substantially 
similar, or whether such exists because 
it was created by the original manufac-
turer or by the Registered Importer. 

(i) The requirement of 49 U.S.C. 30120 
that remedy shall be provided without 
charge shall not apply if the non-
compliance or safety related defect ex-
ists in a motor vehicle whose first sale 
after importation occurred more than 
10 calendar years before notification 
respecting the failure to comply is fur-
nished pursuant to part 577 of this 
chapter, except that if a safety related 
defect exists and is attributable to the 
original manufacturer and not the Reg-
istered Importer, the requirements of 
49 U.S.C. 30120 shall not apply to a 
motor vehicle whose date of first pur-
chase, if known, or if not known, whose 
date of manufacture as determined by 
the Administrator, is more than 10 cal-
endar years from the date on which no-
tification is furnished pursuant to part 
577 of this chapter. 

(ii) Notification furnished pursuant 
to this paragraph and part 577 of this 
chapter shall include the statement 
that in the absence of the Registered 
Importer’s facility being within 50 
miles of the owner’s mailing address 
for performance of repairs, such repairs 
may be performed at a specific facility 
designated by the Registered Importer 
within 50 miles, or, if no such facility 
is designated, anywhere, and shall also 
include an explanation how repair is to 
be accomplished without charge to the 
vehicle owner. 

(h) In order to allow the Adminis-
trator to determine whether a Reg-
istered Importer is meeting its statu-
tory responsibilities, admit representa-
tives of NHTSA during operating 
hours, upon demand, and upon presen-
tation of credentials, to copy docu-
ments, or to inspect, monitor, or pho-
tograph any of the following: 

(1) Any facility where any vehicle, 
for which a Registered Importer has 
the responsibility of providing a cer-
tificate of conformity to applicable 
safety standards, is being modified, 
tested, or stored; 

(2) Any facility where any record or 
other document relating to modifica-
tion, testing, or storage of vehicles 
being conformed, is filed; 
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(3) Any part or aspect of activities re-
lating to the modification, testing, 
and/or storage of vehicles by the Reg-
istered Importer. 

(4) Any motor vehicle for which it 
has provided a certification of con-
formity to the Administrator, and 
which remains in its custody or under 
its control. 

(i) Maintain in effect a prepaid man-
datory service insurance policy under-
written by an independent insurance 
company as a guarantor of its perform-
ance under paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion. 

(j) With respect to any motor vehicle 
it has imported and for which it has 
furnished a performance bond, to de-
liver such vehicle to the Secretary of 
the Treasury for export, or to abandon 
it to the United States, upon demand 
by the Administrator if such vehicle 
has not been brought into conformity 
with all applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards. 

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 54 
FR 47088, Nov. 9, 1989; 58 FR 30997, May 28, 
1993; 59 FR 31560, June 20, 1994; 59 FR 52098, 
Oct. 14, 1994; 65 FR 68110, Nov. 14, 2000]

§ 592.7 Revocation, suspension and re-
instatement of registration. 

(a) If the Administrator has not re-
ceived any fee assessed and owing by 
the end of the 30th calendar day after 
such fee is due and payable, a registra-
tion is automatically suspended at the 
beginning of the 31st calendar day, and 
the Registered Importer is imme-
diately notified in writing of the sus-
pension at the address contained in its 
most recent annual statement or 
amendment thereof. 

(b) If the Administrator has reason to 
believe that a Registered Importer has 
knowingly filed a false or misleading 
certification, and that its registration 
should be automatically suspended or 
revoked, (s)he notifies the Registered 
Importer in writing of the facts giving 
rise to such reason to believe, affording 
an opportunity to present data, views, 
and arguments, either in writing or in 
person, within 30 calendar days after 
receipt of the Administrator’s letter, 
as to whether it has submitted false or 
misleading certification, and as to why 
the registration ought not to be re-
voked or suspended. The Administrator 

then makes a decision after the 30-day 
period on the basis of all information 
then available. If, after consideration 
of all the data available, the Adminis-
trator determines that the Registered 
Importer has knowingly filed a false or 
misleading certification, the registra-
tion is automatically suspended or re-
voked, and the Registered Importer no-
tified in writing. Any suspension or 
revocation is effective as of the date of 
the Administrator’s determination. 
The Administrator shall state the pe-
riod of any suspension in the notice to 
the Registered Importer. 

(c) The Administrator may suspend a 
registration if a Registered Importer 
fails to comply with any requirement 
set forth in 49 U.S.C. 30141(c), § 592.5(c), 
or § 592.6, or if (s)he denies an applica-
tion filed under § 592.5(d). The Adminis-
trator may revoke a registration after 
any failure to comply with any such re-
quirement, or if (s)he denies an appli-
cation filed under § 592.5(d). If the Ad-
ministrator has reason to believe that 
there has been such a failure to comply 
and that the Registered Importer’s reg-
istration should be revoked or sus-
pended, (s)he notifies the Registered 
Importer in writing, affording an op-
portunity to present data, views, and 
arguments, either in writing or in per-
son, within 30 calendar days after re-
ceipt of the Administrator’s letter, as 
to whether there has been a failure to 
comply and as to why the registration 
ought not to be revoked or suspended. 
The Administrator then makes a deci-
sion after the 30-day period on the 
basis of all information then available. 
If the Administrator determines that a 
registration should be revoked or sus-
pended, (s)he notifies the Registered 
Importer in writing. A revocation is ef-
fective immediately. A suspension is 
effective beginning with a date speci-
fied in the written notification. 

(d) A Registered Importer whose reg-
istration has been revoked or sus-
pended may request reconsideration of 
the revocation or suspension if the re-
quest is supported by factual matter 
which was not available to the Admin-
istrator at the time the registration 
was suspended or revoked. 

(e) If its registration has been re-
voked, a Registered Importer is ineli-
gible to apply for reregistration under 
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