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(5) Any documents and permits re-
quired by the country of export or re-
export for the wildlife.

[46 FR 56673, Aug. 25, 1980; 45 FR 64953, Oct.
1, 1980, as amended at 50 FR 52889, Dec. 26,
1985; 61 FR 31869, June 21, 1996]

§14.53 Detention and refusal of clear-
ance.

(a) Detention. Any Service officer, or
Customs officer acting under §14.54,
may detain imported or exported wild-
life and any associated property. As
soon as practicable following the im-
portation or exportation and decision
to detain, the Service will mail a no-
tice of detention by registered or cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested, to
the importer or consignee, or exporter,
if known or easily ascertainable. Such
notice must describe the detained wild-
life or other property, indicate the rea-
son for the detention, describe the gen-
eral nature of the tests or inquiries to
be conducted, and indicate that if the
releasability of the wildlife has not
been determined within 30 days after
the date of the notice, or a longer pe-
riod if specifically stated, that the
Service will deem the wildlife to be
seized and will issue no further notifi-
cation of seizure.

(b) Refusal of clearance. Any Service
officer may refuse clearance of im-
ported or exported wildlife and any
Customs officer acting under §14.54
may refuse clearance of imported wild-
life when there are responsible grounds
to believe that:

(1) A Federal law or regulation has
been violated;

(2) The correct identity and country
of origin of the wildlife has not been es-
tablished (in such cases, the burden is
upon the owner, importer, exporter,
consignor, or consignee to establish
such identity by scientific name to the
species level or, if any subspecies is
protected by the laws of this country
or the country of origin to the sub-
species level);

(3) Any permit, license, or other doc-
umentation required for clearance of
such wildlife is not available, is not
currently valid, has been suspended or
revoked, or is not authentic;

(4) The importer, exporter, or the im-
porter’s or exporter’s agent has filed an
incorrect or incomplete declaration for
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importation or exportation as provided
in §14.61 or §14.63; or

(5) The importer, exporter, or the im-
porter’s or exporter’s agent has not
paid any fee or portion of balance due
for inspection fees required by §14.93 or
§14.94, or penalties assessed against the
importer or exporter under 50 CFR part
11. This paragraph does not apply to
penalty assessments on appeal in ac-
cordance with the provisions of part 11.

[61 FR 31869, June 21, 1996]

§14.54 Unavailability of Service offi-
cers.

(a) Designated ports. All wildlife arriv-
ing at a designated port must be
cleared by a Service officer prior to
Customs clearance and release. When
importers or their agents expect live or
perishable shipments of wildlife or
wildlife products or request inspection
at the time of arrival, they must notify
the Service at least 48 hours prior to
the estimated time of arrival. However,
where a Service officer is not available
within a reasonable time, Customs Of-
ficers may clear live or perishable wild-
life subject to post-clearance inspec-
tion and investigation by the Service.

(b) Border and special ports. Wildlife
lawfully imported at Canadian or Mexi-
can border ports under §14.16, or into
Alaska, Puerto Rico, or the Virgin Is-
lands, under §14.19, may, if a Service
officer is not available within a reason-
able time, be cleared by Customs offi-
cers, subject to post-clearance inspec-
tion and investigation by the Service.

(c) Permit imports. Wildlife imported
at a nondesignated port in accordance
with the terms of a valid permit issued
under subpart C of this part, may, if a
Service officer is not available within a
reasonable time, be cleared by Customs
officers, subject to post-clearance in-
spection and investigation by the Serv-
ice.

(d) Personal baggage and household ef-
fects. Wildlife lawfully imported at any
port of entry under §14.15, may, if a
Service officer is not available within a
reasonable time, be cleared by Customs
officers, subject to post-clearance in-
spection and investigation by the Serv-
ice.

(e) Personally owned pet birds. Person-
ally owned pet birds lawfully imported
at a port of entry under §14.17, may, if
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a Service officer is not available within
a reasonable time, be cleared by Cus-
toms officers, subject to post-clearance
inspection and investigation by the
Service.

(f) Exports. Exporters or their agents
must notify the Service and make the
shipment available for inspection at
least 48 hours prior to the estimated
time of exportation of any wildlife.

[45 FR 56673, Aug. 25, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 31869, June 21, 1996]

§14.55 Exceptions
quirements.

to clearance re-

Except for wildlife requiring a permit
pursuant to part 17 or 23 of this sub-
chapter B, clearance is not required for
the importation of the following wild-
life:

(a) Shellfish and fishery products im-
ported for purposes of human or animal
consumption or taken in waters under
the jurisdiction of the United States or
on the high seas for recreational pur-
poses;

(b) Marine mammals lawfully taken
on the high seas by United States resi-
dents and imported directly into the
United States; and

(c) Certain antique articles as speci-
fied in §14.22 which have been released
from custody by Customs officers
under 19 U.S.C. 1499.

(d) Dead, preserved, dried, or embed-
ded scientific specimens or parts there-
of, imported or exported by accredited
scientists or accredited scientific insti-
tutions for taxonomic or systematic re-
search purposes. Except: That this ex-
ception will not apply to any speci-
mens or parts thereof taken as a result
of sport hunting.

[45 FR 56673, Aug. 25, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 31869, June 21, 1996]

Subpart F—Wildlife Declarations

§14.61 Import
ments.

declaration require-

Except as otherwise provided by the
regulations of this subpart, importers
or their agents must file with the Serv-
ice a completed Declaration for Impor-
tation or Exportation of Fish or Wild-
life (Form 3-177), signed by the im-
porter or the importer’s agent, upon
the importation of any wildlife at the
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place where Service clearance under
§14.52 is requested. However, wildlife
may be transshipped under bond to a
different port for release from custody
by Customs Service officers under 19
U.S.C. 1499. For certain antique arti-
cles as specified in §14.22, importers or
their agents must file a Form 3-177
with the District Director of Customs
at the port of entry prior to release
from Customs custody. Importers or
their agents must furnish all applicable
information requested on the Form 3-
177 and the importer, or the importer’s
agent, must certify that the informa-
tion furnished is true and complete to
the best of his/her knowledge and be-
lief.

[61 FR 49980, Sept. 24, 1996]

§14.62 Exceptions to import declara-
tion requirements.

(a) Except for wildlife requiring a
permit pursuant to part 17 or 23 of this
subchapter B, an importer or his/her
agent does not have to file a Declara-
tion for Importation or Exportation of
Fish or Wildlife (Form 3-177) for impor-
tation of shellfish and fishery products
imported for purposes of human or ani-
mal consumption, or taken in waters
under the jurisdiction of the United
States or on the high seas for rec-
reational purposes;

(b) Except for wildlife requiring a
permit pursuant to part 16, 17, 18, 21, or
23 of this subchapter B, a Declaration
for Importation or Exportation of Fish
or Wildlife (Form 3-177) does not have
to be filed for importation of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Fish taken for recreational pur-
poses in Canada or Mexico;

(2) Wildlife products or manufactured
articles that are not intended for com-
mercial use and are used as clothing or
contained in accompanying personal
baggage, except that an importer or
his/her agent must file a Form 3-177 for
raw or dressed furs; for raw, salted, or
crusted hides or skins; and for game or
game trophies; and

(3) Wildlife products or manufactured
articles that are not intended for com-
mercial use and are a part of a ship-
ment of the household effects of per-
sons moving their residence to the
United States, except that an importer
or his/her agent must file a declaration



