§10.1

(3) Simplification of the purchase, in-
stallation, and use of the product being
standardized.

(b) Requirements for Department of
Commerce sponsorship. The Department
may sponsor the development of a vol-
untary Product Standard if, upon re-
ceipt of a request, the Department de-
termines that:

(1) The proposed standard is likely to
have substantial public impact;

(2) The proposed standard reflects the
broad interest of an industry group or
an organization concerned with the
manufacture, production, packaging,
distribution, testing, consumption, or
use of the product, or the interest of a
Federal or State agency;

(3) The proposed standard would not
duplicate a standard published by, or
actively being developed or revised by,
a private standards-writing organiza-
tion to such an extent that it would
contain similar requirements and test
methods for identical types of prod-
ucts, unless such duplication was
deemed by the Department to be in the
public interest;

(4) Lack of government sponsorship
would result in significant public dis-
advantage for legal reasons or reasons
of domestic and international trade;

(5) The proposed standard is not ap-
propriate for development and mainte-
nance by a private standards-writing
organization; and

(6) The proposed standard will be
funded by a proponent organization or
government agency to cover costs for
administrative and technical support
services provided by the Department.

(c) Role of the Department. The De-
partment assists in the establishment
of a Voluntary Product Standard as
follows:

(1) Acts as an unbiased coordinator in
the development of the standard;

(2) Provides editorial assistance in
the preparation of the standard;

(3) Supplies such assistance and re-
view as is required to assure the tech-
nical soundness of the standard;

(4) Seeks satisfactory adjustment of
valid points of disagreement;

(5) Determines the compliance with
the criteria established in these proce-
dures for such voluntary standards;
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(6) Provides secretarial functions for
each committee appointed by the De-
partment under these procedures;

(7) Publishes the standard as a public
document;

(8) Administers the funds for admin-
istrative and technical support serv-
ices; and

(9) Seeks listing for standards devel-
oped under these procedures as Amer-
ican National Standards through the
American National Standards Insti-
tute, when deemed appropriate by the
Department.

(d) Role of producers, distributors,
users, and consumers. Producers, dis-
tributors, users, consumers, and other
interested groups may contribute to
the development of a Voluntary Prod-
uct Standard as follows:

(1) Initiate and participate in the de-
velopment of the standard;

(2) Provide technical or other rel-
evant counsel, as appropriate, relating
to the standard;

(3) Promote the use of, and support
for, the standard; and

(4) Assist in keeping the standard
current with respect to advancing tech-
nology and marketing practices.

(e) Role of the National Institute of
Standards & Technology. The National
Institute of Standards & Technology
(NIST) administers these procedures
for the Department. Any communica-
tions concerning these procedures (e.g.,
questions, clarifications, appeals)
should be addressed to the Office of
Product Standards Policy, National In-
stitute of Standards & Technology,
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899.

[51 FR 22497, June 20, 1986, as amended at 55
FR 38315, Sept. 18, 1990]

§10.1 Initiating development of a new
standard.

(a) Any group or association of pro-
ducers, distributors, users, or con-
sumers, or a testing laboratory, or a
State or Federal agency, may request
the Department to initiate the develop-
ment and publication of a Voluntary
Product Standard under these proce-
dures. Requests shall be in writing,
signed by a representative of the group
or agency, and forwarded to the De-
partment. The initial request may be
accompanied by a copy of a draft of the
suggested standard.
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(b) The request shall include a com-
mitment to provide sufficient funding
to cover all costs associated with the
development and maintenance of the
proposed Voluntary Product Standard.

(c) The Department may require ad-
ditional information such as technical,
marketing, or other appropriate data
essential to discussion and develop-
ment of the proposed standard, includ-
ing, but not limited to, physical, me-
chanical, chemical, or performance
characteristics, and production figures.

(d) Upon receipt of an appropriate re-
quest and after a determination by the
Department that the development of a
Voluntary Product Standard is justi-
fied, the Department may initiate the
development by requesting that a draft
of the suggested standard be prepared
by an appropriate committee, provided
such a draft has not previously been
submitted under paragraph (a) of this
section.

(e) The Department may initiate the
development of a Voluntary Product
Standard, if such action is deemed by
the Department to be in the public in-
terest, notwithstanding the absence of
a request from an outside source. A
voluntary standard initiated by the De-
partment shall be processed in accord-
ance with all requirements of these
procedures and shall be developed in
the same manner as a voluntary stand-
ard initiated by any group referred to
in paragraph (a) of this section.

(f) An agreement regarding funding
procedures and receipt of a deposit es-
timated by the Department to be suffi-
cient to cover the first year’s costs
shall occur prior to the initiation of
any project.

§10.2 Funding.

Groups who represent producers, dis-
tributors, consumers or users, or others
that wish to act or continue to act as
proponent organizations for the devel-
opment or maintenance of a Voluntary
Product Standard will be required to
pay for administrative and technical
support services provided by the Na-
tional Institute of Standards & Tech-
nology and such other direct or indi-
rect costs associated with the develop-
ment or maintenance of that standard
as may be deemed appropriate by the
Department, including costs to the De-

§10.3

partment in connection with the oper-
ation of the Standard Review Com-
mittee and the Standing Committee.
Funds may also be provided by a gov-
ernment agency at the request of a pro-
ponent organization or when acting on
its own behalf for the development or
maintenance of a Voluntary Product
Standard. Proponents of standards that
meet sponsorship criteria established
in these procedures shall furnish an
initial deposit of funds sufficient to
cover the first year’s services and other
costs. Estimated annual costs will be
based on an hourly rate for salary and
overhead established by the Depart-
ment for the National Institute of
Standards & Technology’s administra-
tive and technical support services plus
estimates of direct costs to provide
funds for such items as the travel of
consumer representatives unable to
otherwise attend committee meetings,
travel for Department staff, and print-
ing costs. Project funds will be re-
viewed annually. Excess funds may be
refunded or applied to the next ac-
counting period. Should funds from de-
posits be inadequate during an ac-
counting period, work on the project
will continue only if funds are restored
to a level estimated adequate to com-
plete the 12-month period.

[51 FR 22497, June 20, 1986, as amended at 55
FR 38315, Sept. 18, 1990]

§10.3 Development of a
standard.

(a) A proposed standard as submitted
to the Department:

(1) Shall be based on adequate tech-
nical information, or, in the case of
size standards (including standards
covering the quantities for packaged
consumer commodities), on adequate
marketing information, or both, as de-
termined to be appropriate by the De-
partment;

(2) Shall not be contrary to the pub-
lic interest;

(3) Shall be technically appropriate
and such that conformance or non-
conformance with the standard can be
determined either during or after the
manufacturing process by inspection or
other procedures which may be utilized
by either an individual or a testing fa-
cility competent in the particular
field;

proposed
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