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Inspection is defines ad the evaluation
by observation and judgment accom-
panied as appropriate by measurement,
testing or gauging of the conformity of
a product, process or service to speci-
fied requirements.

NIST means the National Institute of
Standards and Technology, an agency
within the United States Department
of Commerce.

Recognition means a procedure used
to provide formal notice that an ac-
creditation body is competent to carry
out specific tasks. These tasks include:
the accreditation of testing labora-
tories and inspection, certification, and
registration bodies. A governmental
recognition system is a set of one or
more procedures used by a Federal
agency to provide recognition.

Registration means a procedure used
to give written assurance that a sys-
tem conforms to specified require-
ments. Such systems include those es-
tablished for the management of prod-
uct, process or service quality and en-
vironmental performance.

Sampling means the selection of one
or more specimens of a product, proc-
ess, or service for the purpose of evalu-
ating the conformity of the product,
process or service to specified require-
ments.

Supplier’s declaration of conformity
means a procedure by which a supplier
gives written assurance that a product,
process, service or organization con-
forms to specified requirements.

Testing means the action of carrying
out one or more technical operations
(tests) that determine one or more
characteristics or performance of a
given product, material, equipment, or-
ganism, person’s qualifications, phys-
ical phenomenon, process, or service
according to a specified technical pro-
cedure (test method).

§287.3 Responsibilities of the National
Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology.

(a) Work with agencies through the
Interagency Committee on Standards
Policy (ICSP) to coordinate Federal,
state and local conformity assessment
activities with private sector con-
formity assessment activities. NIST
chairs the ICSP; assists the ICSP in de-
veloping and publishing policies and

§287.4

guidance on conformity assessment re-
lated issues; collects and disseminates
information on Federal, state and pri-
vate sector conformity assessment ac-
tivities; and increases public awareness
of the importance of conformity assess-
ment and nature and extent of national
and international conformity assess-
ment activities.

(b) Encourage participation in the
ICSP by all affected agencies and en-
sure that all agency views on con-
formity assessment are considered.

(c) To the extent that resources are
available, develop information on state
conformity assessment practices; and,
upon request by a state government
agency, work with that state agency to
reduce duplication and complexity in
state conformity assessment activities.

(d) Review within three years from
August 10, 2000, the effectiveness of the
final guidance and recommend modi-
fications to the Secretary as needed.

§287.4 Responsibilities of
agencies.

Federal

Each agency should:

(a) Implement the policies contained
in the guidance in this part.

(b) Provide a rationale for its use of
specified conformity assessment proce-
dures and processes in rulemaking and
procurement actions to the extent fea-
sible. Further, when notice and com-
ment rulemaking is otherwise required,
each agency should provide the oppor-
tunity for public comment on the ra-
tionale for the agency’s conformity as-
sessment decision.

(c) Use the results of other govern-
mental agency and private sector orga-
nization conformity assessment activi-
ties to enhance the safety and efficacy
of proposed new conformity assessment
requirements and measures. An exam-
ple of this would be to collect and re-
view information on similar activities
conducted by other Federal, state and
international organizations and agen-
cies and private sector organizations to
determine if the results of these activi-
ties can be used to improve the effec-
tiveness of a proposed Federal agency
conformity assessment activity.

(d) Use relevant guides or standards
for conformity assessment practices
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