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(1) Requiring a Department of Com-
merce license. 

(2) Requiring a Department of State, 
Office of Defense Trade Controls, ex-
port license under the International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR–22 
CFR parts 121–130). 

(3) Subject to the ITAR but exempt 
from license requirements. 

(4) Requiring a Department of Jus-
tice, Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, export declaration (21 CFR part 
1313). 

(5) For storage in Canada but ulti-
mately destined for third countries, 
the specific country of destination 
being unknown at the time of export to 
Canada (see § 30.39 for reporting re-
quirements). 

(6) For all exports of items subject to 
the EAR (15 CFR Parts 730 through 799) 
that will be transhipped through Can-
ada to a third destination, that would 
require an SED, AES record, or Com-
merce license if shipped directly to the 
final destination from the United 
States (see § 30.55(h)(2), including ex-
ports of items subject to the EAR that 
will be transhipped through Canada to 
Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, 
Serbia (excluding Kosovo), Sudan, and 
Syria. 

[55 FR 49615, Nov. 30, 1990, as amended at 65 
FR 42564, July 10, 2000]

Subpart E—Electronic Filing Re-
quirements—Shipper’s Export 
Information

SOURCE: 64 FR 40977, July 28, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 30.60 General requirements for filing 
export and manifest data electroni-
cally using the Automated Export 
System (AES). 

The Automated Export System (AES) 
transmissions by exporters or their au-
thorized filing agents that meet the re-
quirements of this subpart constitute 
the Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED) 
for purposes of this part. This section 
outlines the general requirements for 
participating in the AES. Several filing 
options are available for transmitting 
shipper’s export data. The first option 
is the standard paper filing of the SED. 
The AES also provides AES partici-
pants with three electronic filing op-

tions for submission of shipper’s export 
data. 

(a) Participation. Participation in the 
AES is voluntary and is designed to use 
technology available to both large and 
small businesses. Companies that are 
not automated can submit data 
through a service center or port au-
thority that provides the capability to 
communicate with the Customs Data 
Center in the same way as automated 
companies. Companies may also buy a 
software package designed by an AES 
certified software vendor. Certified 
trade participants (filing agents) can 
transmit to and receive data from the 
AES pertaining to merchandise being 
exported from the United States. Par-
ticipants in the AES process, who may 
apply for AES certification, include ex-
porters or their authorized forwarding 
agents, carriers, non-vessel operating 
common carriers (NVOCC), 
consolidators, port authorities, soft-
ware vendors, or service centers. Once 
becoming certified, an AES filer (filing 
agent) must agree to stay in complete 
compliance with all export rules and 
regulations. 

(b) Letter of Intent. The first require-
ment for all participation in AES, in-
cluding approval for Option 4 filing 
privileges, is to submit a complete and 
accurate Letter of Intent to the Census 
Bureau. The Letter of Intent is a writ-
ten statement of a company’s desire to 
participate in AES. It must set forth a 
commitment to develop, maintain, and 
adhere to Customs and Census Bureau 
performance requirements and oper-
ations standards. Once the Letter of In-
tent is received, a U.S. Customs Client 
Representative and a Census Bureau 
Client Representative will be assigned 
to work with the company. The Census 
Bureau will forward additional infor-
mation to prepare the company for fil-
ing export data using the AES. The for-
mat and content for preparing the Let-
ter of Intent is provided in Appendix A 
of this part. 

(c) General filing and transmission re-
quirements. The data elements required 
for filing shipper’s export data elec-
tronically are contained in § 30.63. For 
AES, the difference is that the certified 
filer must transmit the shipper’s ex-
port information electronically using 
the AES, rather than delivering the
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paper SED to the carrier. When trans-
mitting export information electroni-
cally, the AES filers must comply with 
the data transmission procedures de-
termined by Customs and the Census 
Bureau (See § 30.62 for AES certifi-
cation, qualifications, and standards). 

(d) General responsibilities of exporters, 
filing agents, and sea carriers—(1) Ex-
porter and authorized filing agent respon-
sibilities. The exporter and/or their au-
thorized agents, certified for AES fil-
ing, are responsible for: 

(i) Transmitting complete and accu-
rate information to the AES (see § 30.4 
(a) and § 30.7 (d)(1), (2), and (e) for a de-
lineation of responsibilities of export-
ers and authorized forwarding agents); 

(ii) Transmitting information to the 
AES in a timely manner in accordance 
with the provisions and requirements 
contained in this subpart; 

(iii) Responding to messages identi-
fied as fatal error, warning, verify, or 
reminder generated by AES in accord-
ance with the provisions contained in 
this subpart; 

(iv) Providing the exporting carrier 
with the required exemption state-
ments or citations when an item or 
shipment is exempt from SED filing re-
quirements in accordance with provi-
sions contained in this subpart; 

(v) Transmitting corrections or can-
cellations to information transmitted 
to the AES as soon as the need for such 
changes is determined in accordance 
with provisions contained in this sub-
part; and 

(vi) Maintaining all necessary and 
proper documentation related to the 
AES export transaction in accordance 
with provisions contained in this sub-
part. 

(2) Sea carrier responsibilities. The ex-
porting sea carrier also is responsible 
for transmitting timely, accurate, and 
complete manifests and bills of lading 
information to AES for all cargo being 
shipped. The exporting sea carrier is 
also responsible for transmitting book-
ing, receipt of booking, departure, and 
manifest messages to AES. Customs 
and Census Bureau officials, with writ-
ten agreement of the exporting sea car-
rier, can provide for alternative meth-
ods of filing manifest and SED infor-
mation to that found in this Subpart. 
For exporting carrier responsibilities, 

see Subpart B, of this part, General Re-
quirements—Exporting Carriers. For 
electronic filing of manifest informa-
tion using the AES, see 19 CFR 4.76, 
Procedures and responsibilities for elec-
tronic filing of sea manifests through 
AES.

§ 30.61 Electronic filing options. 

As an alternative to filing paper 
Shipper’s Export Declaration forms 
(Option 1), three electronic filing op-
tions for transmitting shipper’s export 
information are available to exporters 
or their authorized filing agents. Two 
of the electronic filing options (Options 
3 and 4) take into account that com-
plete information concerning export 
shipments is not always available at 
the time of shipment. The available 
AES electronic filing options are as 
follows: 

(a) AES with full information trans-
mitted prior to exportation (Option 2). Op-
tion 2 provides for the electronic filing 
of all information required for exports 
to AES prior to exportation (see § 30.63 
for information required to be reported 
electronically). Full predeparture in-
formation is always required to be 
transmitted to AES for the following 
specific types of shipments: 

(1) Used self-propelled vehicles (ex-
cept those shipped between the United 
States and Puerto Rico) as defined in 
19 CFR 192.1

(2) Essential and precursor chemicals 
requiring a permit from the Drug En-
forcement Administration; 

(3) Shipments defined as ‘‘sensitive’’ 
by Executive Order; and 

(4) Shipments where full export infor-
mation is required prior to exportation 
by a federal government agency. 

(b) AES with partial information trans-
mitted prior to exportation (Option 3). Op-
tion 3 provides for the electronic filing 
of specified data elements to the AES 
prior to exportation (see Appendix B of 
this part for a list of specified data ele-
ments). Filing Option 3 is available for 
all methods of transportation. Used 
self-propelled vehicles shipped between 
the United States and Puerto Rico may 
be shipped using filing Option 3. Option 
3 is designed for those shipments for 
which full data are not available prior 
to exportation. No prior approval from
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