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and if so, the procedures for submis-
sion; provided, however, that the per-
son presiding may consult with other 
Commissioners participating in the 
hearing on these or any other question 
of procedure. 

(2) Each Commissioner present at the 
hearing shall be afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to ask questions of wit-
nesses, if any, or counsel. 

(3) A party or witness may partici-
pate by telephone. Alternative means 
of remote access, including a video 
link, shall be permitted in the Commis-
sion’s discretion. Factors the Commis-
sion may consider in determining 
whether to permit alternative means of 
remote access include, but are not lim-
ited to, whether allowing an alter-
native means of access will delay the 
hearing, whether the alternative means 
is reliable, and whether the party pro-
posing its use has made arrangements 
to pay for its cost. 

(4) After a hearing has begun, the 
Commission may, on its own motion or 
the motion of a party, assign a hearing 
officer to preside at the taking of oral 
testimony or other evidence and to cer-
tify the record of such testimony or 
other evidence to the Commission 
within a fixed period of time. No rec-
ommended or initial decision shall be 
made.

§ 201.522 Suspension of registration of 
brokers, dealers, or other Exchange 
Act-registered entities: Issuance 
and review of order. 

(a) Basis for issuance. An order sus-
pending a registration, pending final 
determination as to whether the reg-
istration shall be revoked shall be 
issued only if the Commission finds 
that the suspension is necessary or ap-
propriate in the public interest or for 
the protection of investors. 

(b) Content, scope and form of order. 
Each order suspending a registration 
shall: 

(1) Describe the basis for its issuance, 
including the alleged or threatened 
violations and the harm that is likely 
to result without the issuance of an 
order; 

(2) Describe in reasonable detail, and 
not by reference to the order insti-
tuting proceedings or any other docu-

ment, the act or acts the respondent is 
to take or refrain from taking; and 

(3) Be indorsed with the date and 
hour of issuance. 

(c) Effective upon service. An order 
suspending a registration is effective 
upon service upon the respondent. 

(d) Service: how made. Service of an 
order suspending a registration shall be 
made pursuant to § 201.141(a). The per-
son who serves the order shall prompt-
ly file a declaration of service identi-
fying the person served, the method of 
service, the date of service, the address 
to which service was made and the per-
son who made service; provided, how-
ever, failure to file such a declaration 
shall have no effect on the validity of 
the service. 

(e) Commission review. At any time 
after the respondent has been served 
with an order suspending a registra-
tion, the respondent may apply to the 
Commission or the hearing officer to 
have the order set aside, limited, or 
suspended. The application shall set 
forth with specificity the facts that 
support the request.

§ 201.523 [Reserved]

§ 201.524 Suspension of registrations: 
Duration. 

Unless set aside, limited or suspended 
by order of the Commission, a court of 
competent jurisdiction, or a hearing of-
ficer acting pursuant to § 201.531, an 
order suspending a registration shall 
remain effective and enforceable until 
the earlier of: 

(a) The completion of the proceedings 
whether the registration shall be per-
manently revoked; or 

(b) 180 days, or such longer time as 
consented to by the respondent, after 
issuance of a briefing schedule order 
pursuant to § 201.540(b), if an initial de-
cision whether the registration shall be 
permanently revoked is appealed.

§ 201.530 Initial decision on permanent 
order: Timing for submitting pro-
posed findings and preparation of 
decision. 

Unless otherwise ordered by the Com-
mission or hearing officer, if a tem-
porary cease-and-desist order or sus-
pension of registration order is in ef-
fect, the following time limits shall
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