Securities and Exchange Commission

these securities or determined if this pro-
spectus is truthful or complete. Any rep-
resentation to the contrary is a criminal of-
fense.

(8) Underwriting. (i) Name(s) of the
lead or managing underwriter(s) and an
identification of the nature of the un-
derwriting arrangements;

(ii) If the offering is not made on a
firm commitment basis, a brief descrip-
tion of the underwriting arrangements.
You may use any clear, concise, and
accurate description of the under-
writing arrangements. You may use
the following descriptions of under-
writing arrangements where appro-
priate:

Example A: Best efforts offering. The under-
writers are not required to sell any specific
number or dollar amount of securities but
will use their best efforts to sell the securi-
ties offered.

Example B: Best efforts, minimum-maximum
offering. The underwriters must sell the min-
imum number of securities offered (insert
number) if any are sold. The underwriters are
required to use only their best efforts to sell
the maximum number of securities offered
(insert number).

(iii) If you offer the securities on a
best efforts or best efforts minimum/
maximum basis, the date the offering
will end, any minimum purchase re-
quirements, and any arrangements to
place the funds in an escrow, trust, or
similar account. If you have not made
any of these arrangements, state this
fact and describe the effect on inves-
tors;

(9) Date of prospectus. The date of the
prospectus;

(10) Prospectus ‘‘Subject to Completion™
legend. If you use the prospectus before
the effective date of the registration
statement, a prominent statement
that:

(i) The information in the prospectus
will be amended or completed;

(i) A registration statement relating
to these securities has been filed with
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion;

(iii) The securities may not be sold
until the registration statement be-
comes effective; and

(iv) The prospectus is not an offer to
sell the securities and it is not solic-
iting an offer to buy the securities in
any state where offers or sales are not
permitted. The legend may be in the
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following or other clear, lan-

guage:

plain

The information in this prospectus is not
complete and may be changed. We may not
sell these securities until the registration
statement filed with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission is effective. This pro-
spectus is not an offer to sell these securities
and it is not soliciting an offer to buy these
securities in any state where the offer or sale
is not permitted.

(11) If you use §230.430A of this chap-
ter to omit pricing information and the
prospectus is used before you deter-
mine the public offering price, the in-
formation and legend in paragraph
(b)(10) of this section.

[63 FR 6381, Feb. 6, 1998]

§229.502 (Item 502) Inside front and
outside back cover pages of pro-
spectus.

The registrant must furnish this in-
formation in plain English. See
§230.421(d) of Regulation C of this chap-
ter.

(a) Table of contents. On either the in-
side front or outside back cover page of
the prospectus, provide a reasonably
detailed table of contents. It must
show the page number of the various
sections or subdivisions of the pro-
spectus. Include a specific listing of the
risk factors section required by Item
503 of this Regulation S-K (17 CFR
229.503). You must include the table of
contents immediately following the
cover page in any prospectus you de-
liver electronically.

(b) Dealer prospectus delivery obliga-
tion. On the outside back cover page of
the prospectus, advise dealers of their
prospectus delivery obligation, includ-
ing the expiration date specified by
Section 4(3) of the Securities Act (15
U.S.C. 77d(3)) and §230.174 of this chap-
ter. If you do not know the expiration
date on the effective date of the reg-
istration statement, include the expi-
ration date in the copy of the pro-
spectus you file under §230.424(b) of
this chapter. You do not have to in-
clude this information if dealers are
not required to deliver a prospectus
under §230.174 of this chapter or Sec-
tion 24(d) of the Investment Company
Act (15 U.S.C. 80a-24). You may use the
following or other clear, plain lan-
guage:
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DEALER PROSPECTUS DELIVERY OBLIGATION

Until (insert date), all dealers that effect
transactions in these securities, whether or
not participating in this offering, may be re-
quired to deliver a prospectus. This is in ad-
dition to the dealers’ obligation to deliver a
prospectus when acting as underwriters and
with respect to their unsold allotments or
subscriptions.

[63 FR 6383, Feb. 6, 1998]

§229.503 (Item 503) Prospectus sum-
mary, risk factors, and ratio of
earnings to fixed charges.

The registrant must furnish this in-
formation in plain English. See
§230.421(d) of Regulation C of this chap-
ter.

(a) Prospectus summary. Provide a
summary of the information in the pro-
spectus where the length or complexity
of the prospectus makes a summary
useful. The summary should be brief.
The summary should not contain, and
is not required to contain, all of the de-
tailed information in the prospectus. If
you provide summary business or fi-
nancial information, even if you do not
caption it as a summary, you still
must provide that information in plain
English.

Instruction to paragraph 503(a): The summary
should not merely repeat the text of the pro-
spectus but should provide a brief overview
of the key aspects of the offering. Carefully
consider and identify those aspects of the of-
fering that are the most significant and de-
termine how best to highlight those points
in clear, plain language.

(b) Address and telephone number. In-
clude, either on the cover page or in
the summary section of the prospectus,
the complete mailing address and tele-
phone number of your principal execu-
tive offices.

(c) Risk factors. Where appropriate,
provide under the caption ‘“‘Risk Fac-
tors’ a discussion of the most signifi-
cant factors that make the offering
speculative or risky. This discussion
must be concise and organized logi-
cally. Do not present risks that could
apply to any issuer or any offering. Ex-
plain how the risk affects the issuer or
the securities being offered. Set forth
each risk factor under a subcaption
that adequately describes the risk. The
risk factor discussion must imme-
diately follow the summary section. If

17 CFR Ch. Il (4-1-03 Edition)

you do not include a summary section,
the risk factor section must imme-
diately follow the cover page of the
prospectus or the pricing information
section that immediately follows the
cover page. Pricing information means
price and price-related information
that you may omit from the prospectus
in an effective registration statement
based on §230.430A(a) of this chapter.
The risk factors may include, among
other things, the following:

(1) Your lack of an operating history;

(2) Your lack of profitable operations
in recent periods;

(3) Your financial position;

(4) Your business or proposed busi-
ness; or

(5) The lack of a market for your
common equity securities or securities
convertible into or exercisable for com-
mon equity securities.

(d) Ratio of earnings to fixed charges. If
you register debt securities, show a
ratio of earnings to fixed charges. If
you register preference equity securi-
ties, show the ratio of combined fixed
charges and preference dividends to
earnings. Present the ratio for each of
the last five fiscal years and the latest
interim period for which financial
statements are presented in the docu-
ment. If you will use the proceeds from
the sale of debt or preference securities
to repay any of your outstanding debt
or to retire other securities and the
change in the ratio would be ten per-
cent or greater, you must include a
ratio showing the application of the
proceeds, commonly referred to as the
pro forma ratio.

Instructions to paragraph 503(d): 1. Definitions.
In calculating the ratio of earnings to fixed
charges, you must use the following defini-
tions:

(A) Fixed charges. The term “‘fixed charges”
means the sum of the following: (a) interest
expensed and capitalized, (b) amortized pre-
miums, discounts and capitalized expenses
related to indebtedness, (c) an estimate of
the interest within rental expense, and (d)
preference security dividend requirements of
consolidated subsidiaries.

(B) Preference security dividend. The term
“preference security dividend” is the amount
of pre-tax earnings that is required to pay
the dividends on outstanding preference se-
curities. The dividend requirement must be
computed as the amount of the dividend di-
vided by (1 minus the effective income tax
rate applicable to continuing operations).
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