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language, to the extent applicable, ap-
pears on the cover page or other promi-
nent portion of any informational doc-
ument the issuer disseminates to U.S.
holders:

This rights offering is made for the securi-
ties of a foreign company. The offer is sub-
ject to the disclosure requirements of a for-
eign country that are different from those of
the United States. Financial statements in-
cluded in the document, if any, have been
prepared in accordance with foreign account-
ing standards that may not be comparable to
the financial statements of United States
companies.

It may be difficult for you to enforce your
rights and any claim you may have arising
under the federal securities laws, since the
issuer is located in a foreign country, and
some or all of its officers and directors may
be residents of a foreign country. You may
not be able to sue the foreign company or its
officers or directors in a foreign court for
violations of the U.S. securities laws. It may
be difficult to compel a foreign company and
its affiliates to subject themselves to a U.S.
court’s judgment.

§230.802 Exemption for offerings in
connection with an exchange offer
or business combination for the se-
curities of foreign private issuers.

Offers and sales in any exchange offer
for a class of securities of a foreign pri-
vate issuer, or in any exchange of secu-
rities for the securities of a foreign pri-
vate issuer in any business combina-
tion, are exempt from the provisions of
section 5 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 77e), if
they satisfy the following conditions:

(a) Conditions to be met.—(1) Limitation
on U.S. ownership. Except in the case of
an exchange offer or business combina-
tion that is commenced during the
pendency of a prior exchange offer or
business combination made in reliance
on this paragraph, U.S. holders of the
foreign subject company must hold no
more than 10 percent of the securities
that are the subject of the exchange
offer or business combination (as deter-
mined under the definition of “U.S.
holder’ in §230.800(h)). In the case of a
business combination in which the se-
curities are to be issued by a successor
registrant, U.S. holders may hold no
more than 10 percent of the class of se-
curities of the successor registrant, as
if measured immediately after comple-
tion of the business combination.

§230.802

(2) Equal treatment. The issuer must
permit U.S. holders to participate in
the exchange offer or business com-
bination on terms at least as favorable
as those offered any other holder of the
subject securities. The issuer, however,
need not extend the offer to security
holders in those states or jurisdictions
that require registration or qualifica-
tion, except that the issuer must offer
the same cash alternative to security
holders in any such state that it has of-
fered to security holders in any other
state or jurisdiction.

(3) Informational documents. (i) If the
issuer publishes or otherwise dissemi-
nates an informational document to
the holders of the subject securities in
connection with the exchange offer or
business combination, the issuer must
furnish that informational document,
including any amendments thereto, in
English, to the Commission on Form
CB (§239.800 of this chapter) by the first
business day after publication or dis-
semination. If the bidder is a foreign
company, it must also file a Form F-X
(8239.42 of this chapter) with the Com-
mission at the same time as the sub-
mission of Form CB to appoint an
agent for service in the United States.

(if) The issuer must disseminate any
informational document to U.S. hold-
ers, including any amendments there-
to, in English, on a comparable basis to
that provided to security holders in the
foreign subject company’s home juris-
diction.

(iii) If the issuer disseminates by
publication in its home jurisdiction,
the issuer must publish the informa-
tion in the United States in a manner
reasonably calculated to inform U.S.
holders of the offer.

(b) Legends. The following legend or
an equivalent statement in clear, plain
language, to the extent applicable,
must be included on the cover page or
other prominent portion of any infor-
mational document the offeror pub-
lishes or disseminates to U.S. holders:

This exchange offer or business combina-
tion is made for the securities of a foreign
company. The offer is subject to disclosure
requirements of a foreign country that are
different from those of the United States. Fi-
nancial statements included in the docu-
ment, if any, have been prepared in accord-
ance with foreign accounting standards that
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may not be comparable to the financial
statements of United States companies.

It may be difficult for you to enforce your
rights and any claim you may have arising
under the federal securities laws, since the
issuer is located in a foreign country, and
some or all of its officers and directors may
be residents of a foreign country. You may
not be able to sue a foreign company or its
officers or directors in a foreign court for
violations of the U.S. securities laws. It may
be difficult to compel a foreign company and
its affiliates to subject themselves to a U.S.
court’s judgment.

You should be aware that the issuer may
purchase securities otherwise than under the
exchange offer, such as in open market or
privately negotiated purchases.

(c) Presumption for certain offers. For
exchange offers conducted by persons
other than the issuer of the subject se-
curities or its affiliates, the issuer of
the subject securities will be presumed
to be a foreign private issuer and U.S.
holders will be presumed to hold 10 per-
cent or less of the outstanding subject
securities, unless:

(1) The exchange offer is made pursu-
ant to an agreement with the issuer of
the subject securities;

(2) The aggregate trading volume of
the subject class of securities on all na-
tional securities exchanges in the
United States, on the Nasdag market
or on the OTC market, as reported to
the NASD, over the 12-calendar-month
period ending 30 days before com-
mencement of the offer, exceeds 10 per-
cent of the worldwide aggregate trad-
ing volume of that class of securities
over the same period;

(3) The most recent annual report or
annual information filed or submitted
by the issuer with securities regulators
of the home jurisdiction or with the
Commission indicates that U.S. holders
hold more than 10 percent of the out-
standing subject class of securities; or

(4) The offeror knows, or has reason
to know, that U.S. ownership exceeds
10 percent of the subject securities.

REGULATION S—RULES GOVERNING OF-
FERS AND SALES MADE OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES WITHOUT REGISTRA-
TION UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT OF
1933

SOURCE: Sections 230.901 to 230.904 appear
at 55 FR 18322, May 2, 1990, unless otherwise
noted.

17 CFR Ch. Il (4-1-03 Edition)

PRELIMINARY NOTES: 1. The following rules
relate solely to the application of Section 5
of the Securities Act of 1933 (the Act) [15
U.S.C. 77e] and not to antifraud or other pro-
visions of the federal securities laws.

2. In view of the objective of these rules
and the policies underlying the Act, Regula-
tion S is not available with respect to any
transaction or series of transactions that, al-
though in technical compliance with these
rules, is part of a plan or scheme to evade
the registration provisions of the Act. In
such cases, registration under the Act is re-
quired.

3. Nothing in these rules obviates the need
for any issuer or any other person to comply
with the securities registration or broker-
dealer registration requirements of the Secu-
rities Exchange Act (the Exchange Act),
whenever such requirements are applicable.

4. Nothing in these rules obviates the need
to comply with any applicable state law re-
lating to the offer and sale of securities.

5. Attempted compliance with any rule in
Regulation S does not act as an exclusive
election; a person making an offer or sale of
securities may also claim the availability of
any applicable exemption from the registra-
tion requirements of the Act. The avail-
ability of the Regulation S safe harbor to of-
fers and sales that occur outside of the
United States will not be affected by the sub-
sequent offer and sale of these securities into
the United States or to U.S. persons during
the distribution compliance period, as long
as the subsequent offer and sale are made
pursuant to registration or an exemption
therefrom under the Act.

6. Regulation S is available only for offers
and sales of securities outside the United
States. Securities acquired overseas, wheth-
er or not pursuant to Regulation S, may be
resold in the United States only if they are
registered under the Act or an exemption
from registration is available.

7. Nothing in these rules precludes access
by journalists for publications with a general
circulation in the United States to offshore
press conferences, press releases and meet-
ings with company press spokespersons in
which an offshore offering or tender offer is
discussed, provided that the information is
made available to the foreign and United
States press generally and is not intended to
induce purchases of securities by persons in
the United States or tenders of securities by
United States holders in the case of ex-
change offers. Where applicable, issuers and
bidders may also look to §230.135e and
§240.14d-1(c) of this chapter.

8. The provisions of this Regulation S shall
not apply to offers and sales of securities
issued by open-end investment companies or
unit investment trusts registered or required
to be registered or closed-end investment
companies required to be registered, but not
registered, under the Investment Company

634



Securities and Exchange Commission

Act of 1940 [15 U.S.C. 80a-1 et seq.] (the 1940
Act).
[55 FR 18322, May 2, 1990, as amended at 62

FR 53954, Oct. 17, 1997; 63 FR 9642, Feb. 25,
1998]

§230.901 General statement.

For the purposes only of section 5 of
the Act (15 U.S.C. §77e), the terms offer,
offer to sell, sell, sale, and offer to buy
shall be deemed to include offers and
sales that occur within the United
States and shall be deemed not to in-
clude offers and sales that occur out-
side the United States.

§230.902 Definitions.

As used in Regulation S, the fol-
lowing terms shall have the meanings
indicated.

(a) Debt securities. ‘“Debt securities’
of an issuer is defined to mean any se-
curity other than an equity security as
defined in §230.405, as well as the fol-
lowing:

(1) Non-participatory preferred stock,
which is defined as non-convertible
capital stock, the holders of which are
entitled to a preference in payment of
dividends and in distribution of assets
on liquidation, dissolution, or winding
up of the issuer, but are not entitled to
participate in residual earnings or as-
sets of the issuer; and

(2) Asset-backed securities, which are
securities of a type that either:

(i) Represent an ownership interest
in a pool of discrete assets, or certifi-
cates of interest or participation in
such assets (including any rights de-
signed to assure servicing, or the re-
ceipt or timeliness of receipt by hold-
ers of such assets, or certificates of in-
terest or participation in such assets,
of amounts payable thereunder), pro-
vided that the assets are not generated
or originated between the issuer of the
security and its affiliates; or

(ii) Are secured by one or more assets
or certificates of interest or participa-
tion in such assets, and the securities,
by their terms, provide for payments of
principal and interest (if any) in rela-
tion to payments or reasonable projec-
tions of payments on assets meeting
the requirements of paragraph (a)(2)(i)
of this section, or certificates of inter-
est or participations in assets meeting
such requirements.

§230.902

(iii) For purposes of paragraph (a)(2)
of this section, the term ‘‘assets”
means securities, installment sales, ac-
counts receivable, notes, leases or
other contracts, or other assets that by
their terms convert into cash over a fi-
nite period of time.

(b) Designated offshore securities mar-
ket. ‘‘Designated offshore securities
market’ means:

(1) The Eurobond market, as regu-
lated by the International Securities
Market Association; the Alberta Stock
Exchange; the Amsterdam Stock Ex-
change; the Australian Stock Exchange
Limited; the Bermuda Stock Exchange;
the Bourse de Bruxelles; the Copen-
hagen Stock Exchange; the European
Association of Securities Dealers Auto-
mated Quotation; the Frankfurt Stock
Exchange; the Helsinki Stock Ex-
change; The Stock Exchange of Hong
Kong Limited; the Irish Stock Ex-
change; the Istanbul Stock Exchange;
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange; the
London Stock Exchange; the Bourse de
Luxembourg; the Mexico Stock Ex-
change; the Borsa Valori di Milan; the
Montreal Stock Exchange; the Oslo
Stock Exchange; the Bourse de Paris;
the Stock Exchange of Singapore Ltd.;
the Stockholm Stock Exchange; the
Tokyo Stock Exchange; the Toronto
Stock Exchange; the Vancouver Stock
Exchange; the Warsaw Stock Exchange
and the Zurich Stock Exchange; and

(2) Any foreign securities exchange or
non-exchange market designated by
the Commission. Attributes to be con-
sidered in determining whether to des-
ignate an offshore securities market,
among others, include:

(i) Organization under foreign law;

(i) Association with a generally rec-
ognized community of brokers, dealers,
banks, or other professional inter-
mediaries with an established oper-
ating history;

(iii) Oversight by a governmental or
self-regulatory body;

(iv) Oversight standards set by an ex-
isting body of law;

(v) Reporting of securities trans-
actions on a regular basis to a govern-
mental or self-regulatory body;

(vi) A system for exchange of price
quotations through common commu-
nications media; and
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