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Securities and Exchange Commission § 240.0–3 

1 The provisions of paragraph (a)(3) of 17 
CFR 240.0–1 relate to the terminology of 
rules and regulations as published by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission and are 
inapplicable to the terminology appearing in 
the Code of Federal Regulations.

(2) The term act means Title I of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 

(3) The term section refers to a sec-
tion of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934. 1

(4) The term rules and regulations re-
fers to all rules and regulations adopt-
ed by the Commission pursuant to the 
act, including the forms for registra-
tion and reports and the accompanying 
instructions thereto. 

(5) The term electronic filer means a 
person or an entity that submits filings 
electronically pursuant to Rules 100 
and 101 of Regulation S–T (§§ 232.100 and 
232.101 of this chapter, respectively). 

(6) The term electronic filing means a 
document under the federal securities 
laws that is transmitted or delivered to 
the Commission in electronic format. 

(b) Unless otherwise specifically stat-
ed, the terms used in this part shall 
have the meaning defined in the act. 

(c) A rule or regulation which defines 
a term without express reference to the 
act or to the rules and regulations, or 
to a portion thereof, defines such term 
for all purposes as used both in the act 
and in the rules and regulations, unless 
the context otherwise specifically re-
quires. 

(d) Unless otherwise specified or the 
context otherwise requires, the term 
prospectus means a prospectus meeting 
the requirements of section 10(a) of the 
Securities Act of 1933 as amended.

CROSS REFERENCES: For definition of ‘‘list-
ed’’, see § 240.3b–1; ‘‘officer’’, § 240.3b–2; ‘‘short 
sale’’, § 240.3b–3. For additional definitions, 
see § 240.15c1–1.

[13 FR 8178, Dec. 22, 1948, as amended at 13 
FR 9321, Dec. 31, 1948; 19 FR 6730, Oct. 20, 1954; 
58 FR 14682, Mar. 18, 1993; 62 FR 36459, July 8, 
1997]

§ 240.0–2 Business hours of the Com-
mission. 

(a) The principal office of the Com-
mission, at 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549, is open each day, 
except Saturdays, Sundays, and federal 
holidays, from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 

Saving Time, whichever currently is in 
effect in Washington, DC, provided that 
hours for the filing of documents pur-
suant to the Act or the rules and regu-
lations thereunder are as set forth in 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section. 

(b) Submissions made in paper or on 
magnetic cartridge. Paper documents 
filed with or otherwise furnished to the 
Commission, as well as electronic fil-
ings and submissions on magnetic car-
tridge under cover of Form ET 
(§§ 239.62, 249.445, 259.601, 269.6 and 
274.401 of this chapter), may be sub-
mitted to the Commission each day, 
except Saturdays, Sundays and federal 
holidays, from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, whichever is currently in 
effect. 

(c) Electronic filings. Filings made by 
direct transmission may be submitted 
to the Commission each day, except 
Saturdays, Sundays and federal holi-
days, from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Eastern 
Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, whichever is currently in 
effect.

CROSS REFERENCES: For registration and 
exemption of exchanges, see §§ 240.6a–1 to 
240.6a–3. For forms for permanent registra-
tion of securities, see § 240.12b–1. For regula-
tions relating to registration of securities, 
see §§ 240.12b–1 to 240.12b–36. For forms for ap-
plications for registration of brokers and 
dealers, see §§ 240.15b1–1 to 240.15b9–1.

[58 FR 14682, Mar. 18, 1993, as amended at 65 
FR 24801, Apr. 27, 2000]

§ 240.0–3 Filing of material with the 
Commission. 

(a) All papers required to be filed 
with the Commission pursuant to the 
Act or the rules and regulations there-
under shall be filed at the principal of-
fice in Washington, DC. Material may 
be filed by delivery to the Commission, 
through the mails or otherwise. The 
date on which papers are actually re-
ceived by the Commission shall be the 
date of filing thereof if all of the re-
quirements with respect to the filing 
have been complied with, except that if 
the last day on which papers can be ac-
cepted as timely filed falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday or holiday, such papers 
may be filed on the first business day 
following. 
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17 CFR Ch. II (4–1–03 Edition)§ 240.0–4

(b) The manually signed original (or 
in the case of duplicate originals, one 
duplicate original) of all registrations, 
applications, statements, reports, or 
other documents filed under the Secu-
rities Exchange Act of 1934, as amend-
ed, shall be numbered sequentially (in 
addition to any internal numbering 
which otherwise may be present) by 
handwritten, typed, printed, or other 
legible form of notation from the fac-
ing page of the document through the 
last page of that document and any ex-
hibits or attachments thereto. Further, 
the total number of pages contained in 
a numbered original shall be set forth 
on the first page of the document. 

(c) Each document filed shall contain 
an exhibit index, which should imme-
diately precede the exhibits filed with 
such document. The index shall list 
each exhibit filed and identify by hand-
written, typed, printed, or other legible 
form of notation in the manually 
signed original, the page number in the 
sequential numbering system described 
in paragraph (b) of this section where 
such exhibit can be found or where it is 
stated that the exhibit is incorporated 
by reference. Further, the first page of 
the manually signed document shall 
list the page in the filing where the ex-
hibit index is located. 

[44 FR 4666, Jan. 23, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 58828, Sept. 5, 1980]

§ 240.0–4 Nondisclosure of information 
obtained in examinations and in-
vestigations. 

Information or documents obtained 
by officers or employees of the Com-
mission in the course of any examina-
tion or investigation pursuant to sec-
tion 17(a) (48 Stat. 897, section 4, 49 
Stat. 1379; 15 U.S.C. 78q(a)) or 21(a) (48 
Stat. 899; 15 U.S.C. 78u(a)) shall, unless 
made a matter of public record, be 
deemed confidential. Except as pro-
vided by 17 CFR 203.2, officers and em-
ployees are hereby prohibited from 
making such confidential information 
or documents or any other non-public 
records of the Commission available to 
anyone other than a member, officer or 
employee of the Commission, unless 
the Commission or the General Coun-
sel, pursuant to delegated authority, 
authorizes the disclosure of such infor-
mation or the production of such docu-

ments as not being contrary to the 
public interest. Any officer or em-
ployee who is served with a subpoena 
requiring the disclosure of such infor-
mation or the production of such docu-
ments shall appear in court and, unless 
the authorization described in the pre-
ceding sentence shall have been given, 
shall respectfully decline to disclose 
the information or produce the docu-
ments called for, basing his or her re-
fusal upon this section. Any officer or 
employee who is served with such a 
subpoena shall promptly advise the 
General Counsel of the service of such 
subpoena, the nature of the informa-
tion or documents sought, and any cir-
cumstances which may bear upon the 
desirability of making available such 
information or documents. 

(Sec. 19, 48 Stat. 85; sec. 20, 48 Stat. 86; sec. 
21, 48 Stat. 899; sec. 23, 48 Stat. 901; sec. 18, 49 
Stat. 831; sec. 20, 49 Stat. 833; sec. 319, 53 
Stat. 1173; sec. 321, 53 Stat. 1174; sec. 38, 54 
Stat. 841; sec. 42, 54 Stat. 842; sec. 209, 54 
Stat. 853; sec. 211, 54 Stat. 855; sec. 1, 76 Stat. 
394. (15 U.S.C. 77s, 77t, 78u, 78w, 79r, 79t, 77sss, 
77uuu, 80a–37, 80a–41, 80b–9, 80b–11, 78d–1)) 

[44 FR 50836, Aug. 30, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 17459, May 17, 1988]

§ 240.0–5 Reference to rule by obsolete 
designation. 

Wherever in any rule, form, or in-
struction book specific reference is 
made to a rule by number or other des-
ignation which is now obsolete, such 
reference shall be deemed to be made 
to the corresponding rule or rules in 
the existing general rules and regula-
tions. 

[13 FR 8179, Dec. 22, 1948]

§ 240.0–6 Disclosure detrimental to the 
national defense or foreign policy. 

(a) Any requirement to the contrary 
notwithstanding, no registration state-
ment, report, proxy statement or other 
document filed with the Commission or 
any securities exchange shall contain 
any document or information which, 
pursuant to Executive order, has been 
classified by an appropriate depart-
ment or agency of the United States 
for protection in the interests of na-
tional defense or foreign policy. 

(b) Where a document or information 
is omitted pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section, there shall be filed, in lieu 
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