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affect in any way the independent ac-
countant’s obligations to comply fully 
with all other legal and professional re-
sponsibilities, including, without limi-
tation, those under generally accepted 
auditing standards and the rules or in-
terpretations of the Commission that 
modify or supplement those auditing 
standards. 

(c) A notice or report submitted to 
the Office of the Chief Accountant in 
accordance with paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section shall be deemed to be an 
investigative record and shall be non-
public and exempt from disclosure pur-
suant to the Freedom of Information 
Act to the same extent and for the 
same periods of time that the Commis-
sion’s investigative records are non-
public and exempt from disclosure 
under, among other applicable provi-
sions, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(7) and § 200.80(b)(7) 
of this chapter. Nothing in this para-
graph, however, shall relieve, limit, 
delay, or affect in any way, the obliga-
tion of any issuer or any independent 
accountant to make all public disclo-
sures required by law, by any Commis-
sion disclosure item, rule, report, or 
form, or by any applicable accounting, 
auditing, or professional standard. 

Instruction to Paragraph (c) 

Issuers and independent accountants 
may apply for additional bases for con-
fidential treatment for a notice, report, 
or part thereof, in accordance with 
§ 200.83 of this chapter. That section in-
dicates, in part, that any person who, 
pursuant to any requirement of law, 
submits any information or causes or 
permits any information to be sub-
mitted to the Commission, may re-
quest that the Commission afford it 
confidential treatment by reason of 
personal privacy or business confiden-
tiality, or for any other reason per-
mitted by Federal law. 

[62 FR 12749, Mar. 18, 1997]

§ 240.10A–2 Auditor independence. 

It shall be unlawful for an auditor 
not to be independent under § 210.2–
01(c)(2)(iii)(B), (c)(4), (c)(6), (c)(7), and 
§ 210.2–07. 

[68 FR 6048, Feb. 5, 2003]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 6048, Feb. 
5, 2003, § 240.10A–2 was added effective May 6, 
2003.

ADOPTION OF FLOOR TRADING 
REGULATION (RULE 11A–1)

§ 240.11a–1 Regulation of floor trading. 

(a) No member of a national securi-
ties exchange, while on the floor of 
such exchange, shall initiate, directly 
or indirectly, any transaction in any 
security admitted to trading on such 
exchange, for any account in which 
such member has an interest, or for 
any such account with respect to which 
such member has discretion as to the 
time of execution, the choice of secu-
rity to be bought or sold, the total 
amount of any security to be bought or 
sold, or whether any such transaction 
shall be one of purchase or sale. 

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of 
this section shall not apply to: 

(1) Any transaction by a registered 
specialist in a security in which he is 
so registered on such exchange; 

(2) Any transaction for the account 
of an odd-lot dealer in a security in 
which he is so registered on such ex-
change; 

(3) Any stabilizing transaction ef-
fected in compliance with § 242.104 of 
this chapter to facilitate a distribution 
of such security in which such member 
is participating; 

(4) Any bona fide arbitrage trans-
action; 

(5) Any transaction made with the 
prior approval of a floor official of such 
exchange to permit such member to 
contribute to the maintenance of a fair 
and orderly market in such security, or 
any purchase or sale to reverse any 
such transaction; 

(6) Any transaction to offset a trans-
action made in error; or 

(7) Any transaction effected in con-
formity with a plan designed to elimi-
nate floor trading activities which are 
not beneficial to the market and which 
plan has been adopted by an exchange 
and declared effective by the Commis-
sion. For the purpose of this rule, a 
plan filed with the Commission by a 
national securities exchange shall not 
become effective unless the Commis-
sion, having due regard for the mainte-
nance of fair and orderly markets, for 
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the public interest, and for the protec-
tion of investors, declares the plan to 
be effective. 

(c) For the purpose of this rule the 
term ‘‘on the floor of such exchange’’ 
shall include the trading floor; the 
rooms, lobbies, and other premises im-
mediately adjacent thereto for use of 
members generally; other rooms, lob-
bies and premises made available pri-
marily for use by members generally; 
and the telephone and other facilities 
in any such place. 

(d) Any national securities exchange 
may apply for an exemption from the 
provisions of this rule in compliance 
with the provisions of section 11(c) of 
the Act. 

(Sec. 11, 48 Stat. 891; 15 U.S.C. 78k) 

[29 FR 7381, June 6, 1964, as amended at 62 FR 
544, Jan. 3, 1997]

EDITORIAL NOTE 1: The Commission finding 
that the floor trading plan of the New York 
Stock Exchange filed on May 25, 1964 is de-
signed to eliminate floor trading activities 
not beneficial to the market hereby declares 
such plan effective August 3, 1964 subject to 
suspension or termination on sixty days 
written notice from the Commission, 29 FR 
7381, June 6, 1964.

EDITORIAL NOTE 2: The text of the Commis-
sion’s action declaring effective the amend-
ments to the Floor Trading Plan of the 
American Stock Exchange is as follows, 33 
FR 1073, Jan. 27, 1968: 

The Securities and Exchange Commission 
acting pursuant to the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934, particularly sections 11(a) and 
23(a) thereof, and Rule 11a–1 (17 CFR 240.11a–
1) under the Act, deeming it necessary for 
the exercise of the functions vested in it, and 
having due regard for the maintenance of 
fair and orderly markets, for the public in-
terest, and for the protection of investors, 
hereby declares the Floor Trading Plan of 
the American Stock Exchange, as amended 
by amendments filed on May 11, 1967, effec-
tive January 31, 1968. If at any time it ap-
pears to the Commission to be necessary or 
appropriate in the public interest, for the 
protection of investors, or for the mainte-
nance of fair and orderly markets, or that 
floor trading activities which are not bene-
ficial to the market have not been elimi-
nated by the Floor Trading Plan of the 
American Stock Exchange, the Commission 
may suspend or terminate the effectiveness 
of the plan by sending at least 60 days writ-
ten notice to the American Stock Exchange. 
The American Stock Exchange shall have 
the opportunity to submit any written data, 
facts, arguments, or modifications in its plan 

within such 60-day period in such form as the 
Commission deems appropriate under the 
circumstances. The Commission has been in-
formed that all persons subject to the Floor 
Trading Plan of the American Stock Ex-
change, as amended, have had actual notice 
thereof, and the Commission finds that no-
tice and procedure pursuant to section 4 of 
the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 
section 553) are impracticable and unneces-
sary and that such Plan, as amended, may 
be, and is hereby, declared effective on Janu-
ary 31, 1968.

§ 240.11a1–1(T) Transactions yielding 
priority, parity, and precedence. 

(a) A transaction effected on a na-
tional securities exchange for the ac-
count of a member which meets the re-
quirements of section 11(a)(1)(G)(i) of 
the Act shall be deemed, in accordance 
with the requirements of section 
11(a)(1)(G)(ii), to be not inconsistent 
with the maintenance of fair and or-
derly markets and to yield priority, 
parity, and precedence in execution to 
orders for the account of persons who 
are not members or associated with 
members of the exchange if such trans-
action is effected in compliance with 
each of the following requirements: 

(1) A member shall disclose that a bid 
or offer for its account is for its ac-
count to any member with whom such 
bid or offer is placed or to whom it is 
communicated, and any such member 
through whom that bid or offer is com-
municated shall disclose to others par-
ticipating in effecting the order that it 
is for the account of a member. 

(2) Immediately before executing the 
order, a member (other than the spe-
cialist in such security) presenting any 
order for the account of a member on 
the exchange shall clearly announce or 
otherwise indicate to the specialist and 
to other members then present for the 
trading in such security on the ex-
change that he is presenting an order 
for the account of a member. 

(3) Notwithstanding rules of priority, 
parity, and precedence otherwise appli-
cable, any member presenting for exe-
cution a bid or offer for its own ac-
count or for the account of another 
member shall grant priority to any bid 
or offer at the same price for the ac-
count of a person who is not, or is not 
associated with, a member, irrespec-
tive of the size of any such bid or offer 
or the time when entered. 
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