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all securities of such class are held of 
record by 300 or more persons. 

[47 FR 17052, Apr. 21, 1982]

§ 240.12g–3 Registration of securities 
of successor issuers under section 
12(b) or 12(g). 

(a) Where in connection with a suc-
cession by merger, consolidation, ex-
change of securities, acquisition of as-
sets or otherwise, securities of an 
issuer that are not already registered 
pursuant to section 12 of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78l) are issued to the holders of 
any class of securities of another issuer 
that is registered pursuant to either 
section 12 (b) or (g) of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78l (b) or (g)), the class of securi-
ties so issued shall be deemed to be reg-
istered under the same paragraph of 
section 12 of the Act unless upon con-
summation of the succession: 

(1) Such class is exempt from such 
registration other than by § 240.12g3–2; 

(2) All securities of such class are 
held of record by less than 300 persons; 
or 

(3) The securities issued in connec-
tion with the succession were reg-
istered on Form F–8 or Form F–80 
(§ 239.38 or § 239.41 of this chapter) and 
following succession the successor 
would not be required to register such 
class of securities under section 12 of 
the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l) but for this sec-
tion. 

(b) Where in connection with a suc-
cession by merger, consolidation, ex-
change of securities, acquisition of as-
sets or otherwise, securities of an 
issuer that are not already registered 
pursuant to section 12 of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78l) are issued to the holders of 
any class of securities of another issuer 
that is required to file a registration 
statement pursuant to either section 
12(b) or (g) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l(b) 
or (g)) but has not yet done so, the 
duty to file such statement shall be 
deemed to have been assumed by the 
issuer of the class of securities so 
issued. The successor issuer shall file a 
registration statement pursuant to the 
same paragraph of section 12 of the Act 
with respect to such class within the 
period of time the predecessor issuer 
would have been required to file such a 
statement unless upon consummation 
of the succession: 

(1) Such class is exempt from such 
registration other than by § 240.12g3–2; 

(2) All securities of such class are 
held of record by less than 300 persons; 
or 

(3) The securities issued in connec-
tion with the succession were reg-
istered on Form F–8 or Form F–80 
(§ 239.38 or § 239.41 of this chapter) and 
following the succession the successor 
would not be required to register such 
class of securities under section 12 of 
the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l) but for this sec-
tion. 

(c) Where in connection with a suc-
cession by merger, consolidation, ex-
change of securities, acquisition of as-
sets or otherwise, securities of an 
issuer that are not already registered 
pursuant to section 12 of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78l) are issued to the holders of 
classes of securities of two or more 
other issuers that are each registered 
pursuant to section 12 of the Act, the 
class of securities so issued shall be 
deemed to be registered under section 
12 of the Act unless upon consumma-
tion of the succession: 

(1) Such class is exempt from such 
registration other than by § 240.12g3–2; 

(2) All securities of such class are 
held of record by less than 300 persons; 
or 

(3) The securities issued in connec-
tion with the succession were reg-
istered on Form F–8 or Form F–80 
(§ 239.38 or § 239.41 of this chapter) and 
following succession the successor 
would not be required to register such 
class of securities under section 12 of 
the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l) but for this sec-
tion. 

(d) If the classes of securities issued 
by two or more predecessor issuers (as 
described in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion) are registered under the same 
paragraph of section 12 of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78l), the class of securities 
issued by the successor issuer shall be 
deemed registered under the same 
paragraph of section 12 of the Act. If 
the classes of securities issued by the 
predecessor issuers are not registered 
under the same paragraph of section 12 
of the Act, the class of securities issued 
by the successor issuer shall be deemed 
registered under section 12(g) of the 
Act (15 U.S.C. 78l(g)). 
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(e) An issuer that is deemed to have 
a class of securities registered pursu-
ant to section 12 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 
78l) according to paragraph (a), (b), (c) 
or (d) of this section shall file reports 
on the same forms and such class of se-
curities shall be subject to the provi-
sions of sections 14 and 16 of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78n and 78p) to the same extent 
as the predecessor issuers, except as 
follows: 

(1) An issuer that is not a foreign 
issuer shall not be eligible to file on 
Form 20–F (§ 249.220f of this chapter) or 
to use the exemption in § 240.3a12–3. 

(2) A foreign private issuer shall be 
eligible to file on Form 20–F (§ 249.220f 
of this chapter) and to use the exemp-
tion in § 240.3a12–3. 

(f) An issuer that is deemed to have a 
class of securities registered pursuant 
to section 12 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l) 
according to paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or 
(d) of this section shall indicate in the 
Form 8–K (§ 249.308 of this chapter) re-
port filed with the Commission in con-
nection with the succession, pursuant 
to the requirements of Form 8–K, the 
paragraph of section 12 of the Act 
under which the class of securities 
issued by the successor issuer is 
deemed registered by operation of 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this sec-
tion. If a successor issuer that is 
deemed registered under section 12(g) 
of the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l(g)) by para-
graph (d) of this section intends to list 
a class of securities on a national secu-
rities exchange, it must file a registra-
tion statement pursuant to section 
12(b) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l(b)) with 
respect to that class of securities. 

(g) An issuer that is deemed to have 
a class of securities registered pursu-
ant to section 12 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 
78l) according to paragraph (a), (b), (c) 
or (d) of this section shall file an an-
nual report for each fiscal year begin-
ning on or after the date as of which 
the succession occurred. Annual re-
ports shall be filed within the period 
specified in the appropriate form. Each 
such issuer shall file an annual report 
for each of its predecessors that had se-
curities registered pursuant to section 
12 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 78l) covering the 
last full fiscal year of the predecessor 
before the registrant’s succession, un-
less such report has been filed by the 

predecessor. Such annual report shall 
contain information that would be re-
quired if filed by the predecessor. 

[62 FR 39767, July 24, 1997]

§ 240.12g3–2 Exemptions for American 
depositary receipts and certain for-
eign securities. 

(a) Securities of any class issued by 
any foreign private issuer shall be ex-
empt from section 12(g) (15 U.S.C. 
78l(g)) of the Act if the class has fewer 
than 300 holders resident in the United 
States. This exemption shall continue 
until the next fiscal year end at which 
the issuer has a class of equity securi-
ties held by 300 or more persons resi-
dent in the United States. For the pur-
pose of determining whether a security 
is exempt pursuant to this paragraph: 

(1) Securities held of record by per-
sons resident in the United States shall 
be determined as provided in § 240.12g5–
1 except that securities held of record 
by a broker, dealer, bank or nominee 
for any of them for the accounts of cus-
tomers resident in the United States 
shall be counted as held in the United 
States by the number of separate ac-
counts for which the securities are 
held. The issuer may rely in good faith 
on information as to the number of 
such separate accounts supplied by all 
owners of the class of its securities 
which are brokers, dealers, or banks or 
a nominee for any of them. 

(2) Persons in the United States who 
hold the security only through a Cana-
dian Retirement Account (as that term 
is defined in rule 237(a)(2) under the Se-
curities Act of 1933 (§ 230.237(a)(2) of 
this chapter)), shall not be counted as 
holders resident in the United States. 

(b)(1) Securities of any foreign pri-
vate issuer shall be exempt from sec-
tion 12(g) of the Act if the issuer, or a 
government official or agency of the 
country of the issuer’s domicile or in 
which it is incorporated or organized: 

(i) Shall furnish to the Commission 
whatever information in each of the 
following categories the issuer since 
the beginning of its last fiscal year (A) 
has made or is required to make public 
pursuant to the law of the country of 
its domicile or in which it is incor-
porated or organized, (B) has filed or is 
required to file with a stock exchange 
on which its securities are traded and 
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