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the Semiconductor Chip Protection 
Act of 1984 (17 U.S.C. 901 through 904). 

[T.D. 79–231, 44 FR 49247, Aug. 22, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41167, Oct. 19, 
1984; T.D. 87–132, 52 FR 39221, Oct. 21, 1987; 
T.D. 95–87, 60 FR 54941, Oct. 27, 1995; T.D. 99–
27, 64 FR 13675, Mar. 22, 1999; T.D. 00–87, 65 FR 
77815, Dec. 13, 2000; 65 FR 80497, Dec. 21, 2000]

§ 12.39a Registered patent owners; im-
port survey. 

(a) When the owner of a patent reg-
istered in the United States believes 
that merchandise is being imported 
into the United States which infringes 
such patent, an application for a sur-
vey to assist the patent owner in tak-
ing appropriate action may be made. 
The purpose of the survey is to provide 
the patent owner with the names and 
addresses of importers of merchandise 
which appears to infringe the reg-
istered patent. 

(b) The application may be made by 
letter addressed to the Commissioner 
of Customs, U.S. Customs Service, 
Washington, DC 20229. It shall state the 
name and address of the patent owner; 
and if available, a description of the 
merchandise believed to infringe the 
registered patent and the country of 
manufacture of the merchandise. A cer-
tified copy of the patent registration 
issued by the Patent and Trademark 
Office showing ownership to be in the 
name as claimed, 3 additional copies of 
the patent registration for Customs 
files, and a check or money order to 
cover the fee prescribed by § 24.12(a)(3) 
of this chapter for the survey selected 
shall be submitted with the applica-
tion. 

(c) Surveys will be made for periods 
of 2, 4 or 6 months at the option of the 
applicant. 

[T.D. 56137, 29 FR 4720, Apr. 2, 1964, as amend-
ed by T.D. 84–133, 49 FR 26571, June 28, 1984]

IMMORAL ARTICLES

§ 12.40 Seizure; disposition of seized 
articles; reports to United States at-
torney. 

(a) Any book, pamphlet, paper, writ-
ing, advertisement, circular, print, pic-
ture, or drawing containing any matter 
advocating or urging treason or insur-
rection against the United States or 
forcible resistance to any law of the 

United States, or containing any 
threat to take the life of or inflict bod-
ily harm upon any person in the United 
States, seized under section 305, Tariff 
Act of 1930, shall be transmitted to the 
United States attorney for his consid-
eration and action. 

(b) Upon the seizure of articles or 
matter prohibited entry by section 305, 
Tariff Act of 1930 (with the exception of 
the matter described in paragraph (a) 
of this section), a notice of the seizure 
of such articles or matter shall be sent 
to the consignee or addressee. 

(c) When articles of the class covered 
by paragraph (b) of this section are of 
small value and no criminal intent is 
apparent, a blank assent to forfeiture, 
Customs Form 4607, shall be sent with 
the notice of seizure. Upon receipt of 
the assent to forfeiture duly executed, 
the articles shall be destroyed if not 
needed for official use and the case 
closed. 

(d) In the case of a repeated offender 
or when the facts indicate that the im-
portation was made deliberately with 
intent to evade the law, the facts and 
evidence shall be submitted to the 
United States attorney for consider-
ation of prosecution of the offender as 
well as an action in rem under section 
305 for condemnation of the articles. 

(e) All cases in which articles have 
been seized pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 
1305(a) should be referred to the U.S. 
Attorney, for possible institution of 
condemnation proceedings, within 4 
days, but in no event more than 14 
days, after the date of Customs initial 
examination. The referral to the U.S. 
Attorney should be initiated simulta-
neously with the mailing to the im-
porter of the seizure notice and the as-
sent to forfeiture form. If the importer 
declines to execute an assent to for-
feiture of the articles other than those 
mentioned in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion and fails to submit, within 30 days 
after being notified of his privilege to 
do so, a petition under section 618, Tar-
iff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1618), for re-
mission of the forfeiture and permis-
sion to export the seized articles, then 
the U.S. Attorney, who has already re-
ceived information concerning the sei-
zure pursuant to this paragraph, may 
proceed with the condemnation action. 
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