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(b) Baggage and effects. The term 
‘‘baggage and effects,’’ as used in this 
subpart includes all articles which 
were in the possession of a person 
abroad, and are being imported in con-
nection with his arrival, and which are 
intended for his bona fide personal or 
household use. It does not include arti-
cles imported as an accommodation to 
others or for sale or other commercial 
use. 

(c) Aliens. The privileges provided in 
this subpart shall be accorded only to 
alien representatives, officers, employ-
ees, and members of the armed forces 
of foreign governments and designated 
public international organizations. 

(d) Internal revenue tax. Any article 
exempted from the payment of duty 
under this subpart shall be exempt also 
from the payment of any internal rev-
enue tax imposed upon or by reason of 
importation. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 73–227, 38 FR 22548, Aug. 22, 
1973]

§ 148.82 Diplomatic, consular, and 
other privileged personnel. 

(a) Inviolability of the person of diplo-
matic personnel. The person of the rep-
resentatives of foreign governments 
and members of their families set forth 
below shall be free from arrest, search, 
or detention: 

(1) Ambassadors, ministers, chargés 
d’affaires, secretaries, counselors, at-
tachés of foreign embassies and lega-
tions, and other heads of diplomatic 
missions or members of the diplomatic 
staffs of such missions, accredited to 
the United States or en route between 
other countries to which accredited 
and their own countries. 

(2) Members of the families forming 
part of the households of the diplo-
matic personnel listed in the preceding 
subparagraph, who are accompanying 
them or traveling separately to join 
them incidental to their official travel, 
excluding those members of families 
who are U.S. nationals. 

(3) Members of the administrative 
and technical staffs of diplomatic mis-
sions accredited to the United States 
and members of their families forming 
part of their household, all of whom 
are not nationals or permanent resi-
dents of the United States who are ac-

companying them or traveling sepa-
rately to join them incidental to their 
official travel. 

(4) Diplomatic and consular couriers. 
(b) Exemption for baggage and effects 

and admission without entry. The bag-
gage and effects of the following rep-
resentatives of foreign governments 
shall be admitted free of duty without 
the filing of an entry, upon the request 
of the Department of State and appro-
priate instructions from the United 
States Customs Service in each in-
stance: 

(1) Ambassadors, ministers, chargés 
d’affaires, secretaries, counselors, at-
tachés of embassies and legations, and 
other members of the diplomatic staffs 
of such missions accredited to the 
United States or en route to or from 
other countries to which assigned, as 
well as recognized consular officers, 
and the immediate families, suites, and 
servants of all the above under sub-
heading 9806.00.05, Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
(19 U.S.C. 1202). 

(2) Members of the administrative 
and technical staffs of diplomatic mis-
sions and members of their families 
forming part of their households, all of 
whom are not nationals or permanent 
residents of the United States under 
subheading 9806.00.05, Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (19 
U.S.C. 1202). Unless more extensive 
privileges are provided in treaties or 
special agreements between the United 
States and the foreign country con-
cerned, this privilege is limited to bag-
gage and effects imported at the time 
of first installation. 

(3) Consular employees who are not 
nationals or permanent residents of the 
United States. Unless more extensive 
privileges are provided in treaties or 
special agreements between the United 
States and the foreign country con-
cerned, this privilege is limited to arti-
cles imported at the time of first in-
stallation. 

(4) Other high officials of foreign gov-
ernments and such distinguished for-
eign visitors as may be designated by 
the Department of State, and their im-
mediate families under subheading 
9806.00.25, HTSUS. 

(5) Foreign government personnel en-
titled to privileges under statutes or 
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treaties under subheading 9806.00.30, 
HTSUS. 

(6) Diplomatic couriers, limited to 
accompanying baggage and effects. 

(c) Absence of special request. In the 
absence of special request from the De-
partment of State prior to the arrival 
of representatives of foreign govern-
ments enumerated in paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, their immediate fami-
lies as well as accompanying suites and 
servants, and diplomatic couriers, their 
baggage and effects may be admitted 
free of duty without entry upon presen-
tation of their credentials or other 
proof of their identity. 

(d) Delay in arrival of baggage or ef-
fects. If by accident or unavoidable 
delay in shipment the baggage or other 
effects of a person entitled to the privi-
leges of this section shall arrive after 
him upon satisfactory proof of owner-
ship, such baggage or effects may be 
passed free of duty without entry. 

(e) Inspection of baggage—(1) Exemp-
tion for representatives of foreign govern-
ments. The personal baggage of the fol-
lowing representatives of foreign gov-
ernments and their families is ordi-
narily exempt from inspection: 

(i) Ambassadors, ministers, chargés 
d’affaires, secretaries, counselors, at-
tachés of foreign embassies or lega-
tions, and other members of the diplo-
matic staffs of such missions, who are 
accredited to the United States or en 
route between other countries to which 
accredited and their own countries and 
members of their families forming part 
of their household who are not nation-
als of the United States. 

(ii) Consular officers recognized by 
the United States and members of their 
families forming part of their house-
hold who are not nationals or perma-
nent residents of the United States, 
provided the baggage accompanies 
them. 

(iii) Diplomatic couriers, provided 
the baggage accompanies them. 

(2) Conditions permitting inspection. 
The personal baggage of representa-
tives of foreign governments listed in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section and 
members of their families may be in-
spected if there is serious reason to be-
lieve that it contains: 

(i) Articles other than those for the 
personal use of such persons or for the 

use of their establishments or for offi-
cial mission use. 

(ii) In the case of consular officers 
and their families, articles intended for 
consumption in excess of the quantities 
necessary for direct use by the person 
concerned. 

(iii) Articles which are absolutely or 
conditionally prohibited importation 
or exportation under the laws or regu-
lations of the United States, or which 
are subject to the quarantine laws or 
regulations of the United States. 

(3) Presence of foreign representative. 
When inspection of personal baggage is 
permitted under paragraph (e)(2) of this 
section, the inspection shall take place 
only in the presence of the affected 
representative of a foreign govern-
ment, or his authorized agent. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51266, Dec. 21, 
1988]

§ 148.83 Diplomatic and consular bags. 

(a) Diplomatic bags. The contents of 
diplomatic bags are restricted to diplo-
matic documents and articles intended 
exclusively for official use and pack-
ages constituting the diplomatic bag 
must bear visible marks of their char-
acter. Diplomatic bags shall not be 
opened or detained nor shall they be 
subject to duty or entry. 

(b) Consular bags. Consular bags must 
bear visible external marks of their 
character and their contents are re-
stricted to official correspondence and 
documents or articles intended exclu-
sively for official use. Consular bags 
shall not be subject to duty and ordi-
narily shall not be opened or detained. 
However, if Customs officers have seri-
ous reason to believe that a consular 
bag contains other than permissible 
materials, they may request that the 
bag be opened in their presence by an 
authorized representative of the for-
eign government concerned. If this re-
quest is refused, the consular bag shall 
be returned to its place of origin.

§ 148.84 Special treatment for return-
ing individuals. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by 
law, an individual returning to the 
United States from abroad: 
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