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are transported is waived under para-
graph (a) or (b) of this section. When 
the packages are shipped in a railroad 
car the sealing of which is practicable 
but which is not sealed because mer-
chandise not being transported in bond 
is or may be carried in the same car, 
the packages being transported in bond 
shall be corded and sealed or labeled. 

(f) The warning label, when used, 
shall be pasted securely on the package 
under Customs supervision as close as 
practicable to the mark or number on 
the package. Additional labels may be 
required by the port director in such 
places on the package as he shall speci-
fy in any case where he is of the opin-
ion that one is not adequate. 

(g) When, in the case of crates and 
similar packages, it is impossible to at-
tach the warning labels by pasting, 
bright red shipping tags of convenient 
size, large enough to be conspicuous 
and containing the same legend as the 
labels, shall be used in lieu of labels. 
Such tags shall be wired or otherwise 
securely fastened to the packages in 
such manner as not to injure the mer-
chandise. 

(h) Bonded carriers shall furnish and 
securely attach to the side doors of 
cars, to the doors of compartments, 
and on vehicles carrying bonded mer-
chandise which are secured with Cus-
toms seals, bright red cards, 8 by 101⁄4 
inches in size, which shall be attached 
near such seals and on which shall be 
printed in large, clear, black letters 
the following:

United States Customs. Two years’ impris-
onment, or $5,000 fine, or both, is the penalty 
for the unlawful removal of United States 
Customs seals on this car, vehicle, or com-
partment. United States Customs officers 
only are authorized to break these seals.

Car or vessel llllllllllllllll

Number or name llllllllllllll

From llllllllllllllllllll

To llllllllllllllllllllll

NOTICE: The merchandise in this car, vehi-
cle, or compartment shall be delivered to the 
chief officer of the customs at llll.

(i) Removal of seals. Except as pro-
vided in § 18.3(d) and § 19.6(e) of this 
chapter, seals affixed under this sec-
tion shall be removed only under Cus-
toms supervision. 

[28 FR 14755, Dec. 31, 1963]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 18.4, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access.

§ 18.4a Containers or road vehicles ac-
cepted for transport under customs 
seal; requirements. 

(a)(1) Containers covered by the Cus-
toms Convention on Containers shall 
be accepted for transport under Cus-
toms seal (see § 18.4) if (i) durably 
marked with the name and address of 
the owner, particulars of tare, and 
identification marks and numbers, and 
(ii) constructed and equipped as out-
lined in Annex 1 to the Customs Con-
vention on Containers, as evidenced by 
an accompanying unexpired certificate 
of approval in the form prescribed by 
Annex 2 to that Convention or by a 
metal plate showing design type ap-
proval by a competent authority. 

(2) Containers carrying merchandise 
covered by a TIR carnet shall be ac-
cepted for transport under Customs 
seal (see § 18.4) if (i) durably marked 
with the name and address of the 
owner, particulars of tare, and identi-
fication marks and numbers, (ii) con-
structed and equipped as outlined in 
Annex 6 to the TIR Convention, as evi-
denced by an accompanying unexpired 
certificate of approval in the form pre-
scribed by Annex 8 to that Convention, 
or by a metal plate showing design 
type approval by a competent author-
ity, and (iii) if the container or road 
vehicle hauling the container has af-
fixed to it a rectangular plate bearing 
the letters ‘‘TIR’’ in accordance with 
Article 31 of the TIR Convention. 

(b) Road vehicles carrying merchan-
dise covered by a TIR carnet shall be 
accepted for transport under Customs 
seal if (1) durably marked with the 
name and address of the owner, par-
ticulars of tare, and identification 
marks and numbers, (2) constructed 
and equipped as outlined in Annex 3 to 
the TIR Convention, as evidenced by an 
accompanying unexpired certificate of 
approval in the form prescribed by 
Annex 5 to that Convention, or by a 
metal plate showing design type ap-
proval by a competent authority, and 
(3) if the road vehicle has affixed to it 
a rectangular plate bearing the letters 
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‘‘TIR’’ in accordance with Article 31 of 
the TIR Convention. 

(c) The port director may refuse to 
accept for transport under Customs 
seal a container or road vehicle bearing 
evidence of approval if, in his opinion, 
the container or road vehicle no longer 
meets the requirements of the applica-
ble Convention. 

(d) Containers or road vehicles which 
are not approved under the provisions 
of a Customs Convention may be ac-
cepted for transport under Customs 
seal only if the port director at the 
port of origin is satisfied that (1) the 
container or road vehicle can be effec-
tively sealed and (2) no goods can be re-
moved from or introduced into the con-
tainer or road vehicle without obvious 
damage to it or without breaking the 
seal. A container or road vehicle so ac-
cepted shall not carry merchandise 
covered by a TIR carnet. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4486, Mar. 6, 1971, as amend-
ed by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51254, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 18.5 Diversion. 
(a) Merchandise forwarded under any 

class of transportation entry may be 
diverted to any port other than the 
port named in the entry at the option 
of the consignee or agent. Except as 
provided for in paragraphs (c), (d), (e) 
and (f) of this section, prior application 
or approval of such diversion is not re-
quired. 

(b) The director of the port to which 
merchandise is diverted may permit 
merchandise in transit under bond 
under any class of transportation entry 
to be entered at his port for consump-
tion, warehouse, exportation, further 
transportation in bond, or under any 
provisions of the tariff laws. 

(c) When merchandise which has been 
delivered to the director of the port of 
original destination or port of diver-
sion under any class of transportation 
entry is to be forwarded to another 
port or returned to the port of origin, a 
new transportation entry shall be re-
quired. If the merchandise is moving 
under cover of a carnet, the carnet may 
be accepted as a transportation entry. 

(d) If it is desired to split a shipment 
at a port of destination and to enter a 
portion for consumption or warehouse 
and forward the balance in bond, or to 
divert the entire shipment or a part 

thereof to more than one port, the di-
rector of the port where diversion 
takes place shall complete the original 
transaction and shall require the filing 
of a new transportation entry or en-
tries for the portion or portions for-
warded. In the case, however, of mer-
chandise being transported under cover 
of a carnet, splitting up of a shipment 
shall not be permitted. 

(e) The diversion of shipments in 
bond which are subject on importation 
to restriction or prohibition under 
quarantines and regulations of the Ag-
ricultural Research Service of the De-
partment of Agriculture shall be al-
lowed only upon written permission or 
under regulations issued by the agency 
concerned. 

(f) The diversion of in-bond ship-
ments, which contain textiles or tex-
tile products subject to section 204, Ag-
ricultural Act of 1956, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1854), during the in-bond move-
ment shall be allowed only upon the 
prior written permission of the director 
of the port of origin. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4487, Mar. 6, 1971, as amend-
ed by T.D. 82–116, 47 FR 27261, June 24, 1982; 
T.D. 84–207, 49 FR 38247, Sept. 28, 1984; T.D. 
85–38, 50 FR 8723, Mar. 5, 1985]

§ 18.6 Short shipments; shortages; 
entry and allowance. 

(a) When there has been a short ship-
ment and the short-shipped packages 
are subsequently received, they may be 
forwarded only under a new transpor-
tation entry referenced to the original 
entry. 

(b) When there is a shortage of one or 
more packages, or nondelivery of an 
entire shipment, or delivery to unau-
thorized locations, or delivery to the 
consignee without the permission of 
Customs, the port director may de-
mand return of the merchandise to 
Customs custody. The demand shall be 
made no later than 30 days after the 
shortage, delivery, or nondelivery is 
discovered by Customs. The demand for 
the return of the merchandise to Cus-
toms custody shall be made on the 
bonded carrier, cartman, or lighterman 
identified on the Transportation Entry 
and Manifest of Goods Subject to Cus-
toms Inspection and Permit, Customs 
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