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Subpart I—Advance Ruling Procedures

181.91 Applicability. 
181.92 Definitions and general NAFTA ad-

vance ruling practice. 
181.93 Submission of advance ruling re-

quests. 
181.94 Nonconforming requests for advance 

rulings. 
181.95 Oral discussion of issues. 
181.96 Change in status of transaction. 
181.97 Withdrawal of NAFTA advance ruling 

requests. 
181.98 Situations in which no NAFTA ad-

vance ruling may be issued. 
181.99 Issuance of NAFTA advance rulings 

or other advice. 
181.100 Effect of NAFTA advance ruling let-

ters; modification and revocation. 
181.101 Publication of decisions. 
181.102 Administrative and judicial review 

of advance rulings.

Subpart J—Review and Appeal of Adverse 
Marking Decisions

181.111 Applicability. 
181.112 Definitions. 
181.113 Request for basis of adverse marking 

decision. 
181.114 Customs response to request. 
181.115 Intervention in importer’s protest. 
181.116 Petition regarding adverse marking 

decision.

Subpart K—Confidentiality of Business 
Information

181.121 Maintenance of confidentiality. 
181.122 Disclosure to government authori-

ties.

Subpart L—Rules of Origin

181.131 Rules of origin.
APPENDIX TO PART 181—RULES OF ORIGIN 

REGULATIONS

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1202 (General Note 
23, Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States), 1624, 3314.

SOURCE: T.D. 95–68, 60 FR 46364, Sept. 6, 
1995, unless otherwise noted.

§ 181.0 Scope. 
This part implements the duty pref-

erence and related Customs provisions 
applicable to imported goods under the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(the NAFTA) entered into on December 
17, 1992, and under the North American 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation 
Act (107 Stat. 2057) (the Act). Except as 
otherwise specified in this part, the 
procedures and other requirements set 
forth in this part are in addition to the 

Customs procedures and requirements 
of general application contained else-
where in this chapter. Additional pro-
visions implementing certain aspects 
of the NAFTA and the Act are con-
tained in parts 10, 12, 24, 134 and 174 of 
this chapter.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 181.1 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the following 
terms shall have the meanings indi-
cated unless either the context in 
which they are used requires a dif-
ferent meaning or a different definition 
is prescribed for a particular subpart, 
section or other portion of this part: 

(a) Canada. Canada, when used in a 
geographical rather than governmental 
context, means the territory of Canada 
as defined in Annex 201.1 of the 
NAFTA. 

(b) Commercial importation. Commercial 
importation means the importation of a 
good into the United States, Canada or 
Mexico for the purpose of sale, or any 
commercial, industrial or other like 
use. 

(c) Customs administration. Customs 
administration means the competent au-
thority that is responsible under the 
law of the United States, Canada or 
Mexico for the administration of its 
customs laws and regulations. 

(d) Customs duty. Customs duty means 
any customs or import duty and a 
charge of any kind imposed in connec-
tion with the importation of a good, in-
cluding any form of surtax or sur-
charge in connection with such impor-
tation, other than any: 

(1) Charge equivalent to an internal 
tax imposed consistently with Article 
III:2 of the General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade, or any equivalent provi-
sion of a successor agreement to which 
the United States, Canada and Mexico 
are party, in respect of like, directly 
competitive or substitutable goods of 
the United States, Canada or Mexico, 
or in respect of goods from which the 
imported good has been manufactured 
or produced in whole or in part; 

(2) Antidumping or countervailing 
duty that is applied pursuant to the do-
mestic law of the United States, Can-
ada or Mexico and that is not applied 
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