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(b) Effect of study design. In assessing 
the potential of an investigator’s finan-
cial interests to bias a study, FDA will 
take into account the design and pur-
pose of the study. Study designs that 
utilize such approaches as multiple in-
vestigators (most of whom do not have 
a disclosable interest), blinding, objec-
tive endpoints, or measurement of 
endpoints by someone other than the 
investigator may adequately protect 
against any bias created by a 
disclosable financial interest. 

(c) Agency actions to ensure reliability 
of data. If FDA determines that the fi-
nancial interests of any clinical inves-
tigator raise a serious question about 
the integrity of the data, FDA will 
take any action it deems necessary to 
ensure the reliability of the data in-
cluding: 

(1) Initiating agency audits of the 
data derived from the clinical investi-
gator in question; 

(2) Requesting that the applicant 
submit further analyses of data, e.g., to 
evaluate the effect of the clinical in-
vestigator’s data on overall study out-
come; 

(3) Requesting that the applicant 
conduct additional independent studies 
to confirm the results of the ques-
tioned study; and 

(4) Refusing to treat the covered clin-
ical study as providing data that can 
be the basis for an agency action.

§ 54.6 Recordkeeping and record re-
tention. 

(a) Financial records of clinical inves-
tigators to be retained. An applicant who 
has submitted a marketing application 
containing covered clinical studies 
shall keep on file certain information 
pertaining to the financial interests of 
clinical investigators who conducted 
studies on which the application relies 
and who are not full or part-time em-
ployees of the applicant, as follows: 

(1) Complete records showing any fi-
nancial interest or arrangement as de-
scribed in § 54.4(a)(3)(i) paid to such 
clinical investigators by the sponsor of 
the covered study. 

(2) Complete records showing signifi-
cant payments of other sorts, as de-
scribed in § 54.4(a)(3)(ii), made by the 
sponsor of the covered clinical study to 
the clinical investigator. 

(3) Complete records showing any fi-
nancial interests held by clinical inves-
tigators as set forth in § 54.4(a)(3)(iii) 
and (a)(3)(iv). 

(b) Requirements for maintenance of 
clinical investigators’ financial records. 

(1) For any application submitted for 
a covered product, an applicant shall 
retain records as described in para-
graph (a) of this section for 2 years 
after the date of approval of the appli-
cation. 

(2) The person maintaining these 
records shall, upon request from any 
properly authorized officer or employee 
of FDA, at reasonable times, permit 
such officer or employee to have access 
to and copy and verify these records.
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