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SUBCHAPTER I—MAMMOGRAPHY QUALITY STANDARDS 
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Subpart A—Accreditation

§ 900.1 Scope. 
The regulations set forth in this part 

implement the Mammography Quality 
Standards Act (MQSA) (42 U.S.C. 263b). 
Subpart A of this part establishes pro-
cedures whereby an entity can apply to 
become a Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA)-approved accreditation 
body to accredit facilities to be eligible 

to perform screening or diagnostic 
mammography services. Subpart A fur-
ther establishes requirements and 
standards for accreditation bodies to 
ensure that all mammography facili-
ties under the jurisdiction of the 
United States are adequately and con-
sistently evaluated for compliance 
with national quality standards for 
mammography. Subpart B of this part 
establishes minimum national quality 
standards for mammography facilities 
to ensure safe, reliable, and accurate 
mammography. The regulations set 
forth in this part do not apply to facili-
ties of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

§ 900.2 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

subparts A, B, and C of this part: 
(a) Accreditation body or body means 

an entity that has been approved by 
FDA under § 900.3(d) to accredit mam-
mography facilities. 

(b) Action limits or action levels means 
the minimum and maximum values of 
a quality assurance measurement that 
can be interpreted as representing ac-
ceptable performance with respect to 
the parameter being tested. Values less 
than the minimum or greater than the 
maximum action limit or level indicate 
that corrective action must be taken 
by the facility. Action limits or levels 
are also sometimes called control lim-
its or levels. 

(c) Adverse event means an undesir-
able experience associated with mam-
mography activities within the scope 
of 42 U.S.C. 263b. Adverse events in-
clude but are not limited to: 

(1) Poor image quality; 
(2) Failure to send mammography re-

ports within 30 days to the referring 
physician or in a timely manner to the 
self-referred patient; and 

(3) Use of personnel that do not meet 
the applicable requirements of 
§ 900.12(a). 

(d) Air kerma means kerma in a given 
mass of air. The unit used to measure 
the quantity of air kerma is the Gray 
(Gy). For X-rays with energies less 
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