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shall not, either for or without com-
pensation, engage in teaching, lec-
turing, or writing including teaching, 
lecturing, or writing for the purpose of 
the special preparation of a person or 
class of persons for an examination of 
the Civil Service Commission or Board 
of Examiners for the Foreign Service, 
that is dependent on information ob-
tained as a result of Government em-
ployment, except when that informa-
tion has been made available to the 
general public or will be made avail-
able on request or when the agency 
head gives written authorization for 
use of nonpublic information on the 
basis that the use is in the public inter-
est. In addition, an employee who is a 
Presidential appointee covered by sec-
tion 401(a) of the Executive order shall 
not receive compensation or anything 
of monetary value for any consulta-
tion, lecture, discussion, writing, or ap-
pearance the subject matter of which is 
devoted substantially to the respon-
sibilities, programs, or operations of 
the employee’s agency, or which draws 
substantially on official data or ideas 
which have not become part of the 
body of public information. Employees 
are referred to the detailed rules of 
their agency with respect to clearance 
and acceptance of compensation (3 
FAM 628; for AID see Handbook 18). 

(d) [Reserved] 
(e) An employee shall not render any 

services, whether or not compensated, 
to any foreign government, state, prov-
ince, or semigovernmental agency, or 
municipality of any foreign govern-
ment, or to any international organiza-
tion of states. However, this shall not 
prevent the rendering of such services 
by employees acting on behalf of the 
United States. Nor shall this provision 
prevent the rendering of services to an 
international organization of states 
when otherwise consistent with law 
and when authorized by the appro-
priate officer. The appropriate officer 
for State is the Director General and 
Director of Personnel; for AID the As-
sistant Administrator for Program and 
Management Services; and for ICA the 
Director of Personnel Services. 

(f) [Reserved] 
(g) This section does not preclude an 

employee from: 

(1) Participation in the activities of 
national or State political parties not 
proscribed by law. 

(2) Participation in the affairs of or 
acceptance of an award for a meri-
torious public contribution or achieve-
ment given by a charitable, religious, 
professional, social, fraternal, non-
profit educational and recreational, 
public service, or civic organization.

§ 10.735–205 Financial interests. 
(a) An employee shall not: (1) Have a 

direct or indirect financial interest 
that conflicts substantially, or appears 
to conflict substantially with the em-
ployee’s Government duties and re-
sponsibilities; or 

(2) Engage in, directly or indirectly, 
a financial transaction as a result of, 
or primarily relying on, information 
obtained through Government employ-
ment. 

(b) This section does not preclude an 
employee from having a financial in-
terest or engaging in financial trans-
actions to the same extent as a private 
citizen not employed by the Govern-
ment so long as it is not prohibited by 
law or the regulations in this part. 

(c) Pursuant to the provision of 18 
U.S.C. 208(b) the following described fi-
nancial interests of an employee are 
hereby exempted from the require-
ments of 18 U.S.C. 208(a) and 208(b)(1) as 
being too remote or too inconsequen-
tial to affect the integrity of the serv-
ices of an employee. The exemption ap-
plies to the financial interests held di-
rectly by an employee, by the employ-
ee’s spouse or minor child whether in-
dividually or jointly with the em-
ployee, or by an employee and any 
partner or partners as joint assets of 
the partnership: 

(1) Investments in State and local 
government bonds; and stocks, bonds, 
or policies in a mutual fund, invest-
ment company, bank or insurance com-
pany, provided that in the case of a 
mutual fund, investment company, or 
bank, the fair value of such stock or 
bond holding does not exceed one per-
cent of the value of the reported assets 
of the mutual fund, investment com-
pany, or bank. In the case of a mutual 
fund or investment company, this ex-
emption applies only where the assets 
of the fund or company are diversified; 
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it does not apply where the fund or 
company specializes in a particular in-
dustry or commodity. 

(2) Interest in an investment club or 
other group organized for the purpose 
of investing in equity or debt securi-
ties: Provided, That the fair value of 
the interest involved does not exceed 
$10,000 and that the interest does not 
exceed one-fourth of the total assets of 
the investment club or group. Where an 
employee covered by this exemption is 
a member of a group organized for the 
purpose of investing in equity or debt 
securities, the interest of the employee 
in any enterprise in which the group 
holds securities shall be based upon the 
employee’s equity share of the holdings 
of the group in that enterprise. 

(3) If an employee, or the employee’s 
spouse or minor child has a present 
beneficial interest or a vested remain-
der interest under a trust, the owner-
ship of stocks, bonds, or other cor-
porate securities under the trust will 
be exempt to the same extent as pro-
vided in paragraphs (c)(1) and (2) of this 
section for the direct ownership of such 
securities. The ownership of bonds 
other than corporate bonds, or of 
shares in a mutual fund or regulated 
investment company, under the trust 
will be equally exempt and to the same 
extent as under paragraphs (c) (1) and 
(2) of this section. 

(4) If an employee is an officer, direc-
tor, trustee, or employee of an edu-
cational institution, or if the employee 
is negotiating for, or has an arrange-
ment concerning prospective employ-
ment with such an institution, a direct 
financial interest which the institution 
has in any matter will not itself be ex-
empt, but any financial interest that 
the institution may have in the matter 
through its holdings of securities 
issued by business entities will be ex-
empt: Provided, The employee is not 
serving as a member of the investment 
committee of the institution or is not 
otherwise advising it on its investment 
portfolio. 

(5) An employee may continue to par-
ticipate in a bona fide pension, retire-
ment, group life, health or accident in-
surance plan, or other employee wel-
fare or benefit plan that is maintained 
by a business or nonprofit organization 
by which the employee was formerly 

employed. Such financial interest in 
that organization will be exempt, ex-
cept to the extent that the welfare or 
benefit plan is a profit-sharing or 
stock-bonus plan and the employee’s fi-
nancial interest thereunder exceeds 
$10,000. This exemption extends also to 
any financial interests that the organi-
zation may have in other business ac-
tivities. 

(d) Nothing in this part shall be 
deemed to prohibit an employee from 
acting, with or without compensation, 
as agent or attorney for the employee’s 
parents, spouse, child, or any person 
for whom, or for any estate for which, 
the employee is serving as guardian, 
executor, administrator, trustee, or 
other personal fiduciary, except in 
those matters in which the employee 
has participated personally and sub-
stantially as a Government employee, 
through decision, approval, dis-
approval, recommendation, the ren-
dering of advice, investigation, or oth-
erwise, or which are the subject of the 
employee’s official responsibility, as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. 202(b): Provided, 
The head of the employee’s division ap-
proves in writing.

§ 10.735–206 Economic and financial 
activities of employees abroad. 

(a) Prohibitions in any foreign country. 
A U.S. citizen employee abroad is spe-
cifically prohibited from engaging in 
the activities listed below in any for-
eign country. 

(1) Speculation in currency exchange. 
(2) Transactions at exchange rates 

differing from local legally available 
rates, unless such transactions are 
duly authorized in advance by the 
agency. 

(3) Sales to unauthorized persons 
(whether at cost or for profit) of cur-
rency acquired at preferential rates 
through diplomatic or other restricted 
arrangements. 

(4) Transactions which entail the use, 
without official sanction, of the diplo-
matic pouch. 

(5) Transfers of funds on behalf of 
blocked nationals, or otherwise in vio-
lation of U.S. foreign funds and assets 
control. 

(6) Independent and unsanctioned pri-
vate transactions which involve an em-
ployee as an individual in violation of 
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