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Department of State § 62.26 

(1) Authorized by the local school dis-
trict in which the student is enrolled; 
and 

(2) Authorized by the state authority 
responsible for determination of ath-
letic eligibility, if applicable. 

(i) Student employment. Students may 
not be employed on either a full or 
part-time basis but may accept spo-
radic or intermittent employment such 
as babysitting or yard work. 

(j) Host family selection. Sponsors 
shall adequately screen all potential 
host families and at a minimum shall: 

(1) Provide potential host families 
with a detailed summary of the ex-
change program and the parameters of 
their participation, duties, and obliga-
tions; 

(2) Utilize a standard application 
form for all host family applicants 
which provides a detailed summary and 
profile of the host family, the physical 
home environment, family composi-
tion, and community environment; 

(3) Conduct an in-person interview 
with all family members residing in 
the home; 

(4) Ensure that the host family is ca-
pable of providing a comfortable and 
nurturing home environment; 

(5) Ensure that the host family is a 
good reputation and character by se-
curing two personal references for each 
host family from the school or commu-
nity, attesting to the host family’s 
good reputation and character; 

(6) Ensure that the host family has 
adequate financial resources to under-
take hosting obligations; and 

(7) Maintain a record of application 
forms, evaluations, and interviews for 
all selected host families for a period of 
three years. 

(k) Host family orientation. In addition 
to the orientation requirements set 
forth in § 62.10, sponsors shall: 

(1) Inform all host families of the 
philosophy, rules, and regulations gov-
erning the sponsor’s exchange program; 

(2) Provide all selected host families 
with a copy of Department of State-
promulgated Exchange Visitor Pro-
gram regulations; and 

(3) Advise all selected host families 
of strategies governing cross-cultural 
interaction and conduct workshops 
which will familiarize the host family 
with cultural differences and practices. 

(l) Host family placement. (1) Sponsors 
shall secure, prior to the student’s de-
parture from the home country, a host 
family placement for each student par-
ticipant. Sponsors shall not: 

(i) Facilitate the entry into the 
United States for a student for whom a 
host family placement has not been se-
cured; and 

(ii) Place more than one student with 
a host family without the express prior 
written consent of the Department of 
State. 

(2) Sponsors shall advise both the 
student and host family, in writing, of 
the respective family compositions and 
backgrounds of each and shall facili-
tate and encourage the exchange of 
correspondence between the two prior 
to the student’s departure from the 
home country. 

(3) In the event of unforeseen cir-
cumstances which necessitate a change 
of host family placement, the sponsor 
shall document the reasons necessi-
tating such change and provide the De-
partment of State with an annual sta-
tistical summary reflecting the num-
ber and the reason for such change in 
host family placement. 

(m) Placement report. In lieu of listing 
the name and address of the host fam-
ily and school placement on a partici-
pant’s Form DS–2019, sponsors must, no 
later than August 31st of each aca-
demic year, submit to the Department 
of State a report of all academic year 
program participants. Such report 
shall set forth the participant’s name, 
school, and host family placements. A 
report of semester participants enter-
ing United States schools during the 
January to June term shall be sub-
mitted to the Department of State by 
January 15th.

§ 62.26 Specialists. 
(a) Introduction. These regulations 

govern experts in a field of specialized 
knowledge or skill coming to the 
United States for observing, con-
sulting, or demonstrating special 
skills, except: 

(1) Research scholars and professors, 
who are governed by regulations set 
forth at § 62.20; 

(2) Short-term scholars, who are gov-
erned by regulations set forth at § 62.21; 
and 
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(3) Alien physicians in graduate med-
ical education or training, who are gov-
erned by regulations set forth in § 62.27. 

(b) Purpose. The Exchange Visitor 
Program promotes the interchange of 
knowledge and skills among foreign 
and American specialists, who are de-
fined as experts in a field of specialized 
knowledge or skills, and who visit the 
United States for the purpose of ob-
serving, consulting, or demonstrating 
their special skills. It does so by pro-
viding foreign specialists the oppor-
tunity to observe American institu-
tions and methods of practice in their 
professional fields, and to share their 
specialized knowledge with their Amer-
ican colleagues. The exchange of spe-
cialists promotes mutual enrichment, 
and furthers linkages among scientific 
institutions, government agencies, mu-
seums, corporations, libraries, and 
similar types of institutions. Such ex-
changes also enable visitors to better 
understand American culture and soci-
ety and enhance American knowledge 
of foreign cultures and skills. This cat-
egory is intended for exchanges with 
experts in such areas, for example, as 
mass media communication, environ-
mental science, youth leadership, 
international educational exchange, 
museum exhibitions, labor law, public 
administration, and library science. 
This category is not intended for ex-
perts covered by the exchange visitor 
categories listed in paragraphs (a) (1) 
through (3) of this section. 

(c) Designation. The Department of 
State may, in its discretion, designate 
bona fide programs satisfying the objec-
tives in section (b) above as an ex-
change visitor program in the spe-
cialist category. 

(d) Visitor eligibility. A foreign na-
tional shall be eligible to participate in 
an exchange visitor program as a spe-
cialist if the individual: 

(1) Is an expert in a field of special-
ized knowledge or skill; 

(2) Seeks to travel to the United 
States for the purpose of observing, 
consulting, or demonstrating his or her 
special knowledge or skills; and 

(3) Does not fill a permanent or long-
term position of employment while in 
the United States. 

(e) Visitor selection. Sponsors shall 
adequately screen and select special-

ists prior to accepting them for the 
program, providing a formal selection 
process, including at a minimum: 

(1) Evaluation of the qualifications of 
foreign nationals to determine whether 
they meet the definition of specialist 
as set forth in § 62.4(g); and 

(2) Screening foreign nationals to en-
sure that the requirements of § 62.10(a) 
are satisfied. 

(f) Program disclosure. Before the pro-
gram begins, the sponsor shall provide 
the specialist, in addition to what is re-
quired in § 62.10(b), with: 

(1) Information on the length and lo-
cation(s) of his or her exchange visitor 
program; 

(2) A summary of the significant 
components of the program; and 

(3) A written statement which clearly 
states the stipend, if any, to be paid to 
the specialist. 

(g) Issuance of Form IAP–66. The Form 
DS–2019 shall be issued only after the 
specialist has been accepted by the or-
ganization(s) with which he or she will 
participate in an exchange visitor pro-
gram. 

(h) Location of the exchange. The spe-
cialist shall participate in an exchange 
visitor program at the location(s) list-
ed on his or her Form DS–2019. 

(i) Duration of participation. The spe-
cialist shall be authorized to partici-
pate in the Exchange Visitor Program 
for the length of time necessary to 
complete the program, which shall not 
exceed one year.

§ 62.27 Alien physicians. 
(a) Purpose. Pursuant to the Mutual 

Educational and Cultural Exchange 
Act, as amended by the Health Care 
Professions Act, Public Law 94–484, the 
Department of State facilitates ex-
changes for foreign medical graduates 
seeking to pursue graduate medical 
education or training at accredited 
schools of medicine or scientific insti-
tutions. The Department of State also 
facilitates exchanges of foreign med-
ical graduates seeking to pursue pro-
grams involving observation, consulta-
tion, teaching, or research activities. 

(b) Clinical exchange programs. The 
Educational Commission for Foreign 
Medical Graduates must sponsor alien 
physicians who wish to pursue pro-
grams of graduate medical education 
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