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(5) Request the prisoner to execute a 
promissory note, since funds expended 
by the Department to cover medical 
services normally are on a reimburs-
able basis; and 

(6) Submit the above information, 
along with recommendations and eval-
uations, to the Department for ap-
proval and authorization. 

(d) Emergency expenditure authoriza-
tion. When a medical emergency pro-
hibits the delay inherent in contacting 
the Department and receiving author-
ity to expend funds, the consular offi-
cer can expend up to an amount to be 
established by the Department without 
prior Departmental approval if: 

(1) Symptoms determine eligibility 
for emergency medical treatment; or 

(2) An immediate medical examina-
tion is warranted in order to verify the 
alleged abuse of a U.S. national pris-
oner by arresting or confining authori-
ties; or 

(3) Immediate emergency medical 
treatment or surgery is necessary to 
prevent death or permanent disable-
ment, and there is insufficient time to 
explore private funds or obtain Depart-
ment approval; and 

(4) A promissory note already has 
been executed by the prisoner, or if the 
circumstances warrant, by the con-
sular officer without recourse.

§ 71.11 Short-term full diet program. 

(a) Eligibility criteria. A prisoner is 
considered eligible for the short-term 
full diet program under the following 
general criteria: 

(1) The prisoner is to be or has been 
held in excess of one day in a holding 
jail or other facility; 

(2) Incarcerating officials do not pro-
vide the prisoner food, and food is not 
available from any other sources, in-
cluding private funding from family or 
friends; and 

(3) If the funds exceed an amount to 
be established by the Department, the 
prisoner signs a promissory note for 
funds expended, since the assistance is 
on a normally reimbursable basis. 

(b) Consular responsibility. As soon as 
the consular officer is aware that a 
U.S. national is incarcerated in a facil-
ity wherein food is not routinely pro-
vided, the consular officer should: 

(1) Contact the prisoner in accord-
ance with existing procedures; 

(2) Determine the normal cost of 
basic diet and best method of effecting 
payment; 

(3) Attempt to secure funds from pri-
vate sources such as family or friends; 

(4) Because funds expended by the De-
partment to cover the short-term full 
diet program normally are on a reim-
bursable basis, have the prisoner exe-
cute a promissory note; and 

(5) Contact the Department, pro-
viding the above information, for ap-
proval and authorization. 

(c) Emergency expenditure authoriza-
tion. Since an immediate need for a 
short-term full diet program often pro-
hibits the delay inherent in contacting 
the Department and receiving author-
ity to expend funds, the consular offi-
cer can expend up to an amount to be 
established by the Department without 
prior Departmental approval if the 
prisoner’s case meets the criteria es-
tablished in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Expenditures above the predeter-
mined limit must receive the prior ap-
proval of the Department.

§ 71.12 Dietary supplements. 
(a) Eligibility criteria. A prisoner is 

considered eligible for the dietary sup-
plement program under the following 
general criteria: 

(1) An evaluation by a priviate physi-
cian, prison doctor, or other host coun-
try medical authority reveals that the 
prison diet does not meet the minimum 
requriements to sustain adequate 
health; or 

(2) If the evaluation in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section is not available, an 
evaluation by either a regional medical 
officer or Departmental medical officer 
reveals that the prison diet does not 
provide the minimum requirements to 
sustain adequate health. 

(b) Consular responsibility. (1) When 
the consular officer is aware that the 
U.S. prisoner’s diet does not provide 
the minimum requirements to sustain 
adequate health, the consular officer 
shall obtain the necessary dietary sup-
plements and distribute them to the 
prisoner on a regular basis. 

(2) As soon as the consular officer be-
lieves that dietary supplements are 
being misused, the consular officer 
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shall suspend provision of the dietary 
supplements and report the incident in 
full to the Department.
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REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS

§ 72.1 Consular responsibility. 
(a) A consular officer (or in his ab-

sence a diplomatic officer) is respon-
sible for reporting to the Department, 
to the legal representative, and to the 
closest known relative the deaths of all 
United States citizens occurring in his 
consular district except as otherwise 
provided in § 72.2. In order that he may 
be informed of such deaths, the con-
sular officer should enlist the coopera-
tion and assistance of the local au-
thorities and the members of the 
American community. 

(b) A consular agent is not author-
ized to report the deaths of United 
States citizens to the Department, to 
the legal representative and to the 
closest known relative. The consular 
agent should, however, immediately re-
port the circumstances of the death to 
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