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SUBCHAPTER J—LEGAL AND RELATED SERVICES

PART 91—IMPORT CONTROLS

Sec.
91.1 Answering inquiries regarding tariff 

acts and custom regulations. 
91.2 Furnishing samples to collectors of cus-

toms or appraising officers. 
91.3 Assistance to Customs and Tariff Com-

mission representatives. 
91.4 Alcoholic liquors on vessels of not over 

500 tons.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended; 
22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 22 FR 10858, Dec. 27, 1957, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 91.1 Answering inquiries regarding 
tariff acts and customs regulations. 

In replying to inquiries received from 
exporters, travelers, or other inter-
ested parties, concerning tariff acts or 
customs regulations, consular officers 
shall refrain from giving, or appearing 
to give, decisions pertaining to matters 
upon which hey are not competent to 
pass.

§ 91.2 Furnishing samples to collectors 
of customs or appraising officers. 

Upon the receipt of a request therefor 
from a collector of customs or apprais-
ing officer of the Government of the 
United States, a consular officer shall 
procure and forward samples of mer-
chandise being imported or offered for 
importation into the United States 
from his particular district.

§ 91.3 Assistance to Customs and Tariff 
Commission representatives. 

Consular officers shall render all 
proper assistance to Customs and Tar-
iff Commission representatives abroad 
to aid them in the performance of their 
official duties.

§ 91.4 Alcoholic liquors on vessels of 
not over 500 tons. 

(a) Upon request of interested ship-
pers or masters of vessels at ports in 
the consular district other than the 
place where the consular office is situ-
ated, consular officers shall designate 
one or more reputable individuals re-
siding in each such port, as authorized 
persons to witness the signatures of 

the masters of vessels of not over 500 
net tons when affixed to declarations 
covering shipments of alcoholic liquors 
destined to the United States, and to 
issue certificates therefor as con-
templated by section 7 of the Anti-
Smuggling Act of 1935 (49 Stat. 520; 19 
U.S.C. 1707). Any person so designated 
by a consular officer to issue such cer-
tificates shall state in each of his cer-
tificates that he has no interest in the 
shipment described therein. Having de-
livered the original document to the 
master, he shall forward the duplicate 
to the consular office for retention. 

(b) Consular officers shall, with re-
spect to declarations of masters of ves-
sels of not over 500 net tons in in-
stances in which the port of shipment 
is the same place as, or conveniently 
near to, the location of the consular of-
fice, supply their certifications di-
rectly as contemplated by the said sec-
tion of the Anti-Smuggling Act. They 
shall retain, over the interval pre-
scribed in the applicable records retire-
ment schedule, a copy of each docu-
ment so certified by them. They shall 
similarly retain the copies of the cer-
tifications supplied by authorized per-
sons in outlying ports of the consular 
district, as set forth in the preceding 
subsection. 

(c) This section, read together with 
§ 4.13, title 19, of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, comprises the joint regu-
lations contemplated for issuance by 
the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury under section 7 
of the Anti-Smuggling Act of 1935. 
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