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§94.1 Definitions.

For purposes of this part—

(a) Convention means the Hague Con-
vention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction, Appendix B
to Department of State notice, 51 FR
10498, March 26, 1986.

(b) Contracting State means any coun-
try which is a party to the Convention.

(c) Child and children mean persons
under the age of sixteen.

§94.2 Designation of Central Author-
ity.

The Office of Children’s Issues in the
Bureau of Consular Affairs is des-
ignated as the U.S. Central Authority
to discharge the duties which are im-
posed by the Convention and the Inter-
national Child Abduction Remedies Act
upon such authorities.

[60 FR 25843, May 15, 1995]

§94.3 Functions of the Central Author-
ity.

The U.S. Central Authority shall co-
operate with the Central Authorities of
other countries party to the Conven-
tion and promote cooperation by ap-
propriate U.S. state authorities to se-
cure the prompt location and return of
children wrongfully removed to or re-
tained in any Contracting State, to en-
sure that rights of custody and access
under the laws of one Contracting
State are effectively respected in the
other Contracting States, and to
achieve the other objects of the Con-
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vention. In performing its functions,
the U.S. Central Authority may receive
from, or transmit to, any department,
agency, or instrumentality of the fed-
eral government, or of any state or for-
eign government, information nec-
essary to locate a child or for the pur-
pose of otherwise implementing the
Convention with respect to a child.

§94.4 Prohibitions.

(a) The U.S. Central Authority is pro-
hibited from acting as an agent or at-
torney or in any fiduciary capacity in
legal proceedings arising under the
Convention. The U.S. Central Author-
ity is not responsible for the costs of
any legal representation or legal pro-
ceedings nor for any transportation ex-
penses of the child or applicant. How-
ever, the U.S. Central Authority may
not impose any fee in relation to the
administrative processing of applica-
tions submitted under the Convention.

(b) The U.S. Central Authority shall
not be a repository of foreign or U.S.
laws.

§94.5 Application.

Any person, institution, or other
body may apply to the U.S. Central Au-
thority for assistance in locating a
child, securing access to a child, or ob-
taining the return of a child that has
been removed or retained in breach of
custody rights. The application shall
be made in the form prescribed by the
U.S. Central Authority and shall con-
tain such information as the U.S. Cen-
tral Authority deems necessary for the
purposes of locating the child and oth-
erwise implementing the Convention.
The application and any accompanying
documents should be submitted in du-
plicate in English or with English
translations. If intended for use in a
foreign country, two additional copies
should be provided in the language of
the foreign country.

§94.6 Procedures for children ab-
ducted to the United States.

The National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children shall act under the
direction of the U.S. Central Authority
and shall perform the following oper-
ational functions with respect to all
Hague Convention applications seeking
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