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of this paragraph, an attorney is de-
fined as a member of the bar of a Fed-
eral court or of the highest court of 
any State; or 

(e) An individual not included within 
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion may represent the respondent 
upon an adequate showing, as deter-
mined by the hearing officer, that the 
individual possesses the legal, tech-
nical or other qualifications necessary 
to advise and assist in the presentation 
of the case.

§ 26.8 Standards of practice. 

Attorneys shall conform to the 
standards of professional and ethical 
conduct required of practitioners in the 
courts of the United States and by the 
bars of which the attorneys are mem-
bers. Any attorney may be prohibited 
by the Hearing Officer from rep-
resenting a party if the attorney is not 
qualified under § 26.7 or if such action is 
necessary to maintain order in or the 
integrity of the pending proceeding.

PLEADINGS AND MOTIONS

§ 26.9 Notice of administrative action. 

In every case, there shall be a notice 
of administrative action. The notice 
shall be in writing and inform the 
party of the determination. The notice 
shall state the reasons for the proposed 
or imposed action except where general 
terms are permitted by 24 CFR part 24. 
The notice shall inform the party of 
any right to a hearing to challenge the 
determination, and the manner and 
time in which to request such hearing. 
A supplemental notice may be issued in 
the discretion of the initiating official 
to add to or modify the reasons for the 
action.

§ 26.10 Complaint. 

(a) Respondent. A complaint shall be 
served upon the party against whom an 
administrative action is taken, who 
shall be called the respondent. 

(b) Grounds. The complaint shall 
state the grounds upon which the ad-
ministrative action is based. The 
grounds set forth in the complaint may 
not contain allegations beyond the 
scope of the notice of administrative 
action or any amendment thereto. 

(c) Notice of administrative action as 
complaint. A notice of administrative 
action may serve as a complaint pro-
vided the notice states it is also a com-
plaint and complies with paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(d) Timing. When the notice does not 
serve as a complaint, the complaint 
shall be served on or before the thir-
tieth day after a request for hearing is 
made.

§ 26.11 Answer. 

Respondent shall file an answer with-
in thirty days of receipt of the com-
plaint. The answer shall respond spe-
cifically to each factual allegation. A 
general denial shall not be permitted. 
Where a respondent intends to rely on 
an affirmative defense it shall be plead-
ed specifically. Allegations are admit-
ted when not specifically denied in re-
spondent’s answer.

§ 26.12 Amendments and supplemental 
pleadings. 

(a) Amendments. (1) By right: The De-
partment may amend its complaint 
without leave at any time within thir-
ty days of the date the complaint is 
filed or at any time before respondent’s 
responsive pleading is filed, whichever 
is later. Respondent may amend its an-
swer at any time within thirty days of 
filing of its answer. A party shall plead 
in response to an amended pleading 
within fifteen days of receipt of the 
amended pleading. 

(2) By leave: Upon conditions as are 
necessary to avoid prejudicing the pub-
lic interest and the rights of the par-
ties, the hearing officer may allow 
amendments to pleadings upon motion 
of any party. 

(3) Conformance to evidence: When 
issues not raised by the pleadings but 
reasonably within the scope of the pro-
ceeding initiated by the complaint are 
tried by express or implied consent to 
the parties, they shall be treated in all 
respects as if they had been raised in 
the pleadings, and amendments of the 
pleadings necessary to make them con-
form to the evidence shall be allowed 
at any time. 

(b) Supplemental pleadings. The hear-
ing officer may, upon reasonable no-
tice, permit service of a supplemental 
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